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Housb nepBasi

Brina uygHaa HOYB, TaKas HOYb, KOTOPAs pa3Be TOJIBKO M MOXKET OBITh TOTAa, KOTAa MBI MOJIOOEL,
nmo0e3Hbd ynTaTtenb. Hebo OBII0O TakKoe 3BE3[[HOE, TaKoe CBeTIoe HebGOo, YTO, B3TJISIHYB Ha HETO,
HEeBOJIbHO HYXKHO OBIJIO CIIPOCUTHL cebsi: HeyXkKeu XKe MOTYT XHUTh O] TaKUM HeOOM pa3HEHIe
CEepOUTHE U KalpU3HBIE JIIOAU? ITO TOXKE MOJIOLOM BOIPOC, NI00E3HEIN YUTaTelb, 0UeHb MOJIOLOU, HO
IIOLIJIA €r0 BaM rocnofb Jalle Ha ayury!.. [0Bops 0 KanpU3HEIX U PAa3HEIX CEPOUTHIX [OCIOfaX, 1 He
MOT He IIPUIIOMHUTEL U CBOEro 071aroHpaBHOTO MOBENEeHMUs BO BeCh 3TOT AeHb. C caMoro yTpa MeHs
cTajla My4YUTh KaKas-TO YOUBUTeJIbHAs TOCKa. MHe BOpPYr IIOKa3ajoCh, YTO MeHs, OOUHOKOI0, BCe
IIOKUAAT U YTO BCe OT MeHs OTCTynanTcsa. OHO, KOHEYHO, BCIKUY BIIpaBe CIIPOCUTH: KTO X 3TU BCe?
IIOTOMY 4TO BOT yXKe BOCEMb JIeT, Kak 5 XuBy B [leTepOypre, u MOYTH HU OFNHOTO 3HAKOMCTBA He
yMern 3aBecTu. Ho Kk yemy MHe 3HaKOMCTBa? MHe u 6e3 TOro 3HaKOM Bech [leTepOypr; BOT moyeMy
MHe ¥ I10Ka3ajioCh, YTO MEHS BCe MOKHUOAIOT, Korfaa Bech [leTepOypr momHsaCcsS U BOPYT yexanl Ha
mady. MHe CTpalllHO CTaJI0 OCTaBaThCs OMHOMY, W LIEJIBIX TPU OHS S OPOOUI IO TOPOAY B TNIy0OKOM
TOCKe, PellIUTeIbHO He IIOHUMas, 4YTO CO MHOU faenaetcs. [louny nu Ha HeBckuy, moiiny nu B caf,
Opoxy 5y 110 HabepexkHOM — HU OOHOTO JIMIla U3 TeX, KOTO IPUBLIK BCTpPeYaTh B TOM Xe MeCTe, B
M3BECTHHIN Yac, nenbli rog. OHM, KOHEYHO, He 3HAIOT MeHd, [a f-TO UX 3Halo. { KOPOTKO UX 3HAlo; 1
IOYTH U3YUYUJ UX GU3NOHOMUU — U NI0OYIOCHh Ha HUX, KOTA OHU BeCeJIHl, ¥ XaHOPI0, KOT[a OHU
3aTyMaHATCS. f MOYTH CBesl ApykKO0y C OMHUM CTapU4YKOM, KOTOPOTO BCTpeYaro KaXkauid 00XKUU OeHb,
B U3BECTHHIU 4Yac, Ha PoHTaHKe. PU3MOHOMUSA TaKas BaXHas, 3adyMyuBasi; BCe IIenyeT IO HOC U
MaxaeT JIeBOM PYKOH, a B IIpaBoil ¥ HEro AJIMHHAsA Cy4yKoBaTas TPOCTh C 30JI0THIM HabalIfallHUuKOM.
Iaxke OH 3aMeTUJI MeHS U IPUHUMAET BO MHe [ylIIeBHOe y4acTue. Ciay4duch, 4To 1 He Oyny B
M3BECTHHIM Yac Ha TOM Xke MecTe DOHTAHKY, S YBePEH, 4TO Ha Hero HamafeT XxaHapa. BoT oTyero Mul
MHOTZa YyTh He KJIaHseMCS APYT C ApyroM, oco6eHHO Korfga o6a B XOpPOIIeM pacIlooXKeHUU OyXa.
HamenHu, Korma MB He BUJAINCH IIeJible IBa OHS U Ha TPETUU [NeHb BCTPETUINCH, MH yXKe OBIJIO U
CXBaTHUJIMCh 3a LIS, fa 671aro OmOMHUIUCE BOBPEMS, OTIYCTUJIU PYKHU U C Y4ACTUEM IIPOIIU APYT
nopJse gpyra. MHe ToXe u foMa 3HaKOMHl. Korga s upy, Kax[blii Kak OynTo 3aberaet Buepeq MeHs
Ha yIully, IISOAT Ha MeHSI BO BCE OKHA U YyTh HEe FOBOPUT: «30PaBCTBYUTE; KakK Ballle 3[OPOBLE? U 4,
cnmaBa bory, 3mopoB, a Ko MHe B Mae Mecslle pubaBaT aTax». Mnu: «Kak Ballle 3m0poBbe? a MeHS
3aBTpa B IOYUHKY». Unu: «4d 4yTh He Cropen u NpUTOM HCHOyTajacsad» U T. A. U3 HUX y MeHS eCTh
M00MMIbI, €CTh KOPOTKUE MPUATENH; ONUH U3 HUX HaMepeH JEeUYUTHCS 9TO JIETO Y apXUTEKTopa.



HapouHo Oyay 3ax0omuTh KaxkKObli NeHb, 4TOO He 3aJiemuiu Kak-HuOymb, coxpanu ero rocmomu!.. Ho
HUKOTTIa He 3a0yay UCTOPUHU C OOHUM IIPEXOPOLUIeHPKUM CBETJIO-PO30BEIM JOMUKOM. JTO OBIIT TAaKOH
MHJIEHbKMHM KaMeHHBIM TOMMK, TaK IPHBETINBO CMOTPEN Ha MEHs, TaK TOPJeINBO CMOTPEJI Ha CBOUX
HEYKJII0KUX COCefiel, 4TO Moe Cepflle PajfioBaiioch, KOToa MHe CITy4asioCh IPOXOOUTh MHMO. Bapyr,
Ha TIPOIIJION Hepelle, I IPOX0XKY IO YJIXIlEe ¥, KaK TOCMOTPEeN Ha NMPUATENS — CIBIIIY Kalo0HBIN
KPUK: «A MeHS KpacsaT B XKeJITyI0 Kpacky!» 3momen! BapBaphl! OHM He TIOIIaAUIA HUYEro: HU KOJIOHH,
HY KapPHU30B, U MOU MPUATENh MOXKENITeN, KaK KaHapelKa. Y MeHs 4yTh He Pa3juiiach XKelub 1o
3TOMY CIIy4alo, U s ellle 10 CUX II0p He B CUjax ObUI IOBUAATHCS C M3YPOMOBAHHLIM MOUM OEOHSIKOM,
KOTOPOT'0 PACKPACHIH IO IBET MOgHEeOeCHOH UMIIePHH.

WTakK, BE IOHUMAETe, YNTATEeJIb, KAKUM 00pa30M s 3HAKOM CO BceM IleTepOyprom.

4 yxke cKasall, YTO MeHs IeJible TP OHS My4ujo 6eCloKOMCTBO, TOKAMeCT 5 orafascs O IPUYNHe
ero. M Ha ynuiie MHe OBITIO Xy[o (TOT0 HET, 3TOTO HeT, Ky[a [IeJICsI TAKOW-T0?) — [a ¥ JoMa s OB caM
He CBOM. [IBa Beuepa moOMBAJICS 5: YeT0 HEJJOCTAET MHE B MOEM YTJIy? OTYEro Tak HeJIOBKO OBITIO B
HEeM 0CTaBaThCA? — U C HEJJOyMEeHHEM OCMaTpHUBa s CBOM 3eJIeHble 3aKOITeNIble CTEHH, IIOTOJIOK,
3aBelllaHHbIN NIayTUHOM, KOTOPYIO ¢ OOJBIIMM yCIIeXOM pa3Bopauia MaTpeHa, lepecMaTpuBa BCIO
cBo10 Mebesib, OCMaTpUBaN KaXOblM CTYJ, AyMasi, He TyT nu Oema? (IOTOMY YTO KOJIb Y MEHS XOTb
OJIMH CTYyJI CTOUT He Tak, KaK BYepa CTOSJI, TaK 5 caM He CBOM) CMOTPEIT 3a OKHO, U BCe TIOHAIPaCHY...
HUCKOIbKO He OblI0 nerye! 4 maxe B3myman OvIJIO Mpu3BaTh MaTpeHY U TYT XKe chesal e
OTeYeCKUM BHITOBOP 3a MMayTHHY ¥ BOOOIIe 3a HEPSIIECTBO; HO OHA TOJBKO ITOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEHS B
YOUBJIEHUM U TIOLINA IIPOYb, He OTBETUB HU CJIOBA, TAK YTO IAyTHHA eIlle OO0 CHX Iop 6J1aromnosy4yHo
BHCUT Ha MecTe. HakoHeI] S TOJIbKO CErofgHs MOYyTPY HoTafalics, B 4eM feno. ! ma Belb OHU OT MEHS
youpaloT Ha mavy! IIpocTuTe 3a TPUBHAIBHOE CJIOBIIO, HO MHEe OBIJIO HEe IO BEICOKOI'O CJIOTa... [IOTOMY
YTO BeOb BCE, UTO TOJIBKO HU Obl0 B [leTepOypre, Uy rnepeexasno, UiK Iepee3xkao Ha fady; IOTOMY
YTO KaX[bIM IIOYTEHHBIM TOCIIOAUH COJIMOHON HAapYXKHOCTH, HAHMMAaBIIUY M3BO34YKKa, Ha IJla3a MOU
TOTYac XKe oOpalllajcs B IOYTEHHOTO OTI[a CEMENCTBA, KOTOPHIM MOCcIie 00bIIeHHBIX NOJIXKHOCTHBIX
3aHATUM OTIpaBIAeTCS HaJjleTKe B HeApa CBoed (paMUINU, Ha Jady; MOTOMY 4YTO y KaxXAoro
IIPOX0KEro OB Telepb yKe COBEPIIEHHO 0COOBIM BU[, KOTOPHIM UYTh-4yTh HE TOBOPHUJI BCIKOMY
BCTPeYHOMY: «MBI, TOCIIOfa, 3leCh TONBKO TakK, MUMOXOMOM, a BOT Yepe3 [IBa Yaca MH yedeM Ha
nauyy». OTBOPSIOCH JIM OKHO, 10 KOTOpoMy nmobapabaHuu CHavana TOHeHbKuUe, Oelble, Kak caxap,
maJlb4YWK{, U BBICOBHIBAjaCh I'OJIOBKA XOPOIIEHbKOM OEBYIIKM, MOA3BIBaBIIEM pa3HOCYHUKA C
TOpIIKaMU IIBETOB, — MHE TOTYaC XkKe, TyT XKe NPEeACTaBIsaAJ0Ch, YTO 3TU LBETH TOJbBKO TakK
IOKYMalTCs, TO eCTh BOBCe He AJIS TOTO, 4TOO HacjaaXXOaThCsS BECHOM M I[BeTaMH B OYIIHOU
TOPOOCKOM KBAPTHUPE, a YTO BOT 0YEHbL CKOPO BCE MEepeenyT Ha Jayvy ¥ I[BETH ¢ 06010 yBe3yT. Maio
TOTO, 5 yXKe Chaejlajl TaKWe YCIeXd B CBOEM HOBOM, 0COOEHHOM POMie OTKPBITHM, UYTO yKe MOT
6e30munb0YHO, 10 OMHOMY BUAY, 0003HAUYUTh, Ha KaKOM KTO made xkuBeT. OOutaTtenu KameHHOro u
AnTekapcKoro ocTpoBoB unu [leTeprodckor JOPOTH OTINYAINCh U3YYEHHBIM U3SIIeCTBOM IIPUEMOB,
IMIEeroJIbCKUMH JIETHUMH KOCTIOMaMH U IIPEKPACHBEIMHU 3KHIIa2KaMM, B KOTOPEIX OHHU IIPHEXaJIk B T'OPO/.
Kutenu IlapromoBa u TaMm, e IOAasblile, C I€PBOTO B3TJIsgAa «BHYIIAIKU» CBOUM OJlaropa3yMueM U
CONIMOHOCTBIO; TIOCETHUTEb KpecTOBCKOTO OCTPOBA OTIMYACS HEBO3MYTUMO-BECEJIHIM BHUOM.
YoaBanoch MU MHe BCTPETUTh AJIMHHYIO MPOLIECCHUI0 JIOMOBBIX M3BO3YMKOB, JT€HUBO LIEOIUIUX C
BO3XKaMM B pPyKax IIOfJie BO30B, HAarpyXKEeHHHIX IIeJILIMKA ropaMu BCSIKOU Mebesd, CTOJIOB, CTYJIbEB,
IVBAHOB TYPELKUX U HETYPEUKUX U NMPOYUM JOMAaIIHUM cKapOoM, Ha KOTOPOM, CBEPX BCETO 3TOTO,
3a4acTyio Boccefiajia, Ha caMoy BepIIMHE BO3a, THIeAyIIHAs KyxapKa, Oeperymas 6apckoe 1oOpo Kak
3€HHUIY OKa; CMOTPEJI /TN S Ha TSKeJ0 HarpyKEeHHBIe TOMAIITHEI0 YTBAaPhIO JIOOKH, CKOIb3UBIIKE T10
Hese unp ®oHTaHKe, 10 YepHOU PEYKHU UJIb OCTPOBOB, — BO3a U JIOOKHU YOECATEPSIUCH, YCOTEPSIUCH
B I'Jla3aX MOMX; Ka3aJioCh, BCe MOMHSAJIOCH U I10€Xajlo, BCe MEePEeCeNaNoch LeIbIMA KapaBaHaMU Ha
mady; Kasanoch, Bech [IeTepOypr rpo3un oOpaTUTLCS B MYCTHIHIO, TaK YTO HaKOHEI[ MHe CTaJlo
CTBIOHO, O6I/IJIHO U TPYyCTHO: MHE DEUIUTEJIbHO HEKYId U HE3d4YeEM OLIJIO exaTh Ha Jaqy. 9 rotos OBIT
VUTU C KaXIOBIM BO30M, yeXaTh C KaxXKObIM TOCIIOJUHOM MOYTEHHON HApPyKHOCTHU, HAHUMAaBIINM



M3BO3YMKA; HO HU OIUH, PEIIUTENIbHO HUKTO He IPUTJIAaCUJI MEeHS; CJIOBHO 3a0blIM MEHs, CJIOBHO S
IJIsT HUX OBITT ¥ B CAMOM [IeJie 4yKOow!

¢ XomuI MHOT'O ¥ [IOJITO, TAK YTO y2Ke COBCEM YCIIeJI, I0 CBOeMY OOBIKHOBEHHI0, 3a0bITh, e 5, KaK
BIPYT OYYTHUJICS Y 3aCTaBbl. BMUT MHe CTaJjio BECeJIo, ¥ s IMarHyd 3a IutarbayM, moiresa Mexmy
3aCesTHHBIX TI0JIeH M JIYT'OB, HE CIIbIIIAJ YCTAJIOCTH, HO YYBCTBOBAJI TOIBKO BCEM COCTABOM CBOMM, UTO
Kakoe-To OpeMs cllafjaeT Cc AyIIM Moel. Bce mpoe3xkue CMOTPeNHu Ha MeHs TakK IIPUBETIIMBO, YTO
PEIIUTENIbHO YyTh He KJIaHSJNUCh; BCce OBIIM TaK pafbl YEMY-TO, BCE 10 OOHOTO KypPHUJIX curapsl. U s
OB pajl, KakK elle HUKOTJa CO MHOW He Clydanochk. TOYHO 5 BAPYT O4yTUics B MTanuu, — Tak
CUJIbHO TIOpA3uia IPUPOa MeHs, I0JIy00IbHOT0 TOPOKAaHWHA, YyTh He 3aJOXHYBLIETOCS B TOPOCKHUX
CTeHaX.

EcTh 4TO-TO HEHU3BSICHHUMO TPOTraTejibHOE B Halled meTepOyprckoi mpupome, Korma OHa, C
HACTYIIJIeHNEM BECHBI, BOPYT BEIKAXKET BCIO MOIIb CBOIO, BCE TapOBaHHbIe eif HeOOM CHIIBI, OMYIIUTCS,
Pa3psOUTCS, YIIECTPUTCS I[BeTaMu... Kak-T0 HeBOJTbHO HAIIOMHHAET OHA MHE Ty [IeBYIIKY, YaxJIyIo U
XBOPYIO, Ha KOTOPYIO BHI CMOTPUTE MHOTHA C COoXkKaJeHueM, MHOTHa C KaKOl0-TO COCTpPaAaTeNbHOI0
m000BbI0, MHOTA XKe ITPOCTO He 3aMevaeTe ee, HO KOTopast BAPYT, Ha OOWH MUT, KaK-TO HEYasTHHO
coenaeTcs HEHM3BbSICHUMO, YYOHO MPEKPAcCHOW, a BB, MOPAaXXEHHHIH, YIOEHHBIN, HEBOJBHO
crpamuBaeTe cebs: Kakas CUja 3acTaBuja OIMCTATh TAKUM OTHEM 3TH I'PYCTHBIE, 3aJyMUYMBHIE
r7a3a? 4TO BHI3BAJIO KPOBh HAa 3TU OnegHbIEe, TOXYIeBIINe MEeKU? YTO 00IMI0 CTPACThi0 3TH HEXKHBIE
YepTHl MHIla? 0TYEro Tak B3OLIMAETCS 9Ta IPyAb? YTO TaK BHE3aIlHO BHI3BAJIO CUILY, KU3Hb U KPaCOTY
Ha nuno OegHOM MEeBYILIKM, 3aCTaBUJIO ero 3a0iucTaTh TaKO# yIBIOKOM, OXKMBUTHCS TaKUM
CBEPKAIOIIUM, UICKPOMETHEIM CMeXoM? BBl CMOTpHTE KPYTOM BEl KOT'O-TO HILETE, BB HOTadBIBAETECE. ..
Ho Mur mpoxomuT, ¥, MOXeT ObITh, HAa3aBTPa Xe BHl BCTPETHUTE OMSIThH TOT XKe 3aJAyMUYMBHINA U
pacCessHHHIM B3TNIA[, KaK U Mpexpae, TO Xke OlegHOe JIUIO, Ty XKe MOKOPHOCTh U POOOCThH B
IBUXKEHUAX U Haxe packasHUe, faxe CJiedbl KAKOW-TO MEPTBAIIEN TOCKM U JOCAMAB 3a MUHYTHOE
yBiedeHue... U XKanb BaM, 4TO TaK CKOpO, Tak 6e3BO3BpaTHO 3aBsija MI'HOBEHHAs KpacoTa, YTO Tak
0o0MaHYXBO U HampacHo 0jeCHyJla OHa Iepef BaMM, — XKaJlb OTTOT0, YTO aXKe IMOJ0UThL ee BaM He
OBLIO BPEMEHM. ..

A Bce-Taku M0osI HOYb Oblia nydine gHs! BoT Kak 9T0 O5LIO.

4 mpuien Ha3aj B TOPOJ OYeHb II03MAHO, U yKe MPOOUIIO [ecsaTh YacoB, KOTa S CTal MOAXOAUTh K
KBapTupe. [lopora Mos miia mo HabepeXkHo# KaHaia, Ha KOTOPOX B 3TOT Yac He BCTPETHUIIb XKUBOU
nywu. [IpaBaa, g XKUBY B OTHaJleHHEHUIIed YaCTU ropofa. { Imen ¥ e, IOTOMY 4TO, Korga
CYACTIIUB, ST HEIIPEMEHHO MYPJIBIKAi0 YTO-HUOYOb PO Ccebsl, KaK U BCIKUU CYACTIIUBEIM YEJIOBEK, Y
KOTOPOTO HET HU APYy3eil, Hu NoOpPHX 3HAKOMBEIX U KOTOPOMY B PafOCTHYI0 MUHYTY He C KeM
pa3penuTh CBO PagoCTh. BApyr co MHOM CITy4MIIOCh CaMO€e HeOXUOAaHHOE IIPUKITIOUEeHNE.

B cTOpOHKe, IPUCIOHUBIINCE K IIepUjIaM KaHaja, CTOsJIa XXeHIMHA; 00JIOKOTUBIINCEH Ha PEIIeTKY,
OHAa, NO-BUJUMOMY, OYeHb BHUMAaTEJIbHO CMOTpeJia Ha MyTHYIO Bony KaHana. OHa Oplja ofgeTa B
IIPEMUJIEHbKOU XKeITOU IUIANKE U B KOKETIMBOM YEPHOU MaHTUJIbKE. «ITO OeBYIlKa, U HEIPEMEHHO
OploHeTKa», — nmopyMarn . OHa, KaXkeTcs, He C/IbIXajla I1aroB MOUX, Jaxe He IIeBeJIbHyIach, Korga s
Ipolllesl MUMO, 3aTauB [bIXaHUe U C CUIbHO 3abuBmuMcs cepaueM. «CTpanHo! — mogymarn s, —
BEPHO, OHA 0 4eM-HUOy[Ob OYeHb 3aJyMallach», U BOPYT S OCTAHOBUJICA KaK BKONMaHHBIM. MHe
TIOCTIBIIIIATIOCH TJIyX0e phifaHue. [la! g He oOMaHyJICS: OeByIIKa IJlakKajla, 1 4epe3 MUHYTY ellle U ellle
BCX/IUIBIBaHKUE. Boxke Mou! Y MeHs cepprie cxkajoch. M Kak s Hu POOOK C XKEHIIMHAMY, HO Bellb 3TO
Oplna Takas MUHyTa!.. f BOpoTHUiCcs, marHya K Hell U HempeMeHHO Obl pou3Hec: «CymaphiHa!» —
ecnu 0 TONBKO He 3HaJ, YTO 3TO BOCKJIMIIAHUE YXKe THICSUY Pa3 MPOU3HOCUIIOCH BO BCEX PYCCKUX
BEJINKOCBETCKUX poMaHax. OTO OOHO U OCTAHOBUJIO MeHs. Ho mokKaMecCT 1 IpUUCKUBAJ CJIOBO,
IeByIIKa OYHYJIACh, OTJISHYJIACh, CIOXBATUJIACh, IMOTYNUIACh U CKOIb3HYJIa MUMO MEHS IO
HabepexHou. { ToTYac XKe IOIIeJ BClel 3a Hel, HO OHa Horafanach, ocTaBujia HabepexHYIO,



mepelia yepes3 yAuIly ¥ MOLIA 10 TPOTyapy. f He mocMmen mepedTtu yepes ynuiy. Cepaie mMoe
TperneTano, Kak y IOMMaHHON ITUYKY. BOPYT OfMH Cly4al MpHUIIe KO MHE Ha TOMOIIb.

[To To¥ cTOpOHE TPOTyapa, Hefaneko OT MOell He3HAaKOMKU, BOPYT MOSBUJICA TOCIOOUH BO (pake,
CONUIHBIX JIET, HO HEJIb351 CKa3aTh, 4T00 conupHoM moxonku. OH ImeJ1, MOIaTHBasACh U OCTOPOKHO
onupasick 00 CTeHKY. [IeByIlIKa e IIJIa, CJIOBHO CTPeJIKa, TOPOILIMBO U poOKO, KaK BOOOIIEe XOOSAT BCE
IeBYLIKY, KOTOPHIE HEe XOTAT, YT00 KTO-HMOYAb BEI3BAJICS IIPOBOXKAThH UX HOYBIO OMOM, U, KOHEYHO,
Ka4aBIINNCSA TOCIIOAUH HU 3a UTO He JoTHas Okl ee, ecnu 0 cygbba MOsl He HaJoyMuia ero IIOUCKaTh
MCKYCCTBEHHBIX CPEACTB. BOpyT, He cKa3aB HUKOMY HHU CJI0OBA, MOM TOCIIOOWH CPHIBAeTCSd C MecTa 4
JIETUT CO BCEX HOT, 6eXUT, HOTOHSS MOI0 He3HaKOMKY. OHa Ijla Kak BeTep, HO KOJIBIXaBIIUHCS
TOCTIONWH HACTUTaJl, HACTUT, JEBYIIKA BCKPUKHYA — HU... I 6J1arociIoBsi0 Cyab0y 3a TPEBOCXOOHYIO
CY4YKOBaTyIO MTaJIKy, KOTOpas CJIy4Yuiach Ha 9TOT pa3 B MOEU IIpaBoi pykKe. I MUrOM OYyTHUIICA Ha TOU
CTOPOHE TpOTyapa, MUTOM He3BaHHIM I'OCIOAUH IOHSJ, B YeM MeJio, IPUHSI B coo0paxkeHue
HEOTpa3uMbI PEe30H, 3aM0oJT4ajl, OTCTal ¥ TOJLKO, KOTTla y2Ke MBI ObIJIM OYeHb JaJieKo, IIPOTeCTOBal
IIPOTUB MEHS B IOBOJIBHO 9HEPTUYECKUX TepMuHax. Ho 1o Hac efBa HOJIEeTENIN CI0Ba €ro.

— [laliTe MHe PYKYy, — CKa3as 5 Moell He3HaKOMKe, — U OH He ITocMeeT OoJIbille K HaM IIPUCTaBaTh.

OHa Mon4a nofajna MHe CBOIO PYKY, ellle IP0KaBIIyI0 OT BOJIHEHUS U ucnyra. O He3BaHBIN IroCIOgUH!
Kak s 01arocnoBmnsii Tebs B 9Ty MUHYTY! 91 MeIbKOM B3TJISHYI Ha Hee: OHa Oblyla MpeMUIEHbKas U
OploHeTKa — s yrajal; Ha ee YepHBIX pecHHUIax elle 61eCcTenu CIe3WHKYU HelaBHET0 UCIyTa UK
IpeXHero ropsi, — He 3Halo. Ho Ha ry6ax yxe cBepkasa ynaei0ka. OHa TOXKe B3TJIAHYJIa Ha MeHS
YKpaOKoH, clieTKa ITOKpacHesa U MOTYIIUIAaCh.

— Bor BupguTe, 3aueM ke BHl TOTHa OTOrHANMU MeHs? Ecnu 6 51 OB TyT, HU4ero OBl He CITyYHIOCh...
— Ho s Bac He 3Hana: 4 gyMasa, 4To BH TOXKE...

— A pa3Be BHI Telleph MeHs 3HaeTe?

— HeMmHOxK0. BoT, Hanpumep, 0T4Ero Bl OPOKUTE?

— O, BH yraganu C IepBOro pa3a! — oTBeYas g B BOCTOPTE, YTO MOS [IeByIIKA YMHHUIIA: 3TO NIPU
KpacoTe HUKOTTa He MemaeT. — [la, BE C IePBOT0 B3TrJIsAfa yrafgaiy, ¢ KeM uMeeTe fejio. ToYHO, 5
pPoOOK C XXeHIIWHAMU, 5 B BOJIHEHbE, HE CIIOPIO, HE MEHbIle, KakK OBUIM BHl MUHYTY Ha3ajl, KOTHOa 9TOT
TOCIIONUH UCIyTas Bac... B KaKOM-TO UCIyre Temnepb. TOUHO COH, a 5 Jaxe ¥ BO CHe He Trafiall, uiTo
Korpa-HuOyas Oyoy TOBOPUTH XOTh C KAKOU-HUOYOb XKEHIIUHOM.

— Kak? "Heyxenu?..

— Ia, ecnu pyKa MOSI OPOXKHT, TO 3TO OTTOr0, YTO HUKOTHA elle ee He oOXBaThiBajga TakKas
XOpolneHbKass MajeHbKas Py4Ka, KakK Balla. 1 COBCEM OTBBHIK OT JKEHIIWH; TO €CTh 51 K HUM U He
IIPUBLIKAJ HUKOTA; S Bedb OOUH... 1 JaXke He 3HAI0, KaK TOBOPUTH C HUMHU. BOT ¥ Temeps He 3HAIO —
He CKa3all Id BaM KakKou-HuOyngb raymoctu? CKaxuTe MHE IPSIMO; MPeaynpexmaio Bac, s He
00MIUUB...

— Her, Huuero, Hu4yero; Hanpotus. M ecnu yxe Bel TpebOyeTe, uToO g ObIJla OTKPOBEHHA, TakK S BaM
CKaXy, YTO XKEHIIMHAM HPABUTCS TaKas PoOOCTh; a eCJId BBl XOTUTE 3HATH OOJbIIE, TO ¥ MHE OHA
TOXKe HPABUTCS, U 5 HE OTTOHIO Bac OT cebs 10 CaMoro JoMa.

— BrI cenaeTe co MHOUM, — Havall g, 3abIXasiCh OT BOCTOPTa, — YTO 5 TOTYAC XKe IepecTaHy poOeTs,
U TOTTA — IIPOIIail BCe MOU CPefCcTBal..



— CpepncTBa? Kakue CpefcTBa, K 4eMy? BOT 3TO yXK AYPHO.

— BuHoBaT, He Oyay, y MeHS C sI3bIKa COPBAJIOCh; HO KaK e BH XOTHUTE, 4TO0 B TAKyI0 MUHYTY He
OLLJIO JXeJIaHUd...

— [lorpaBuTHCS, 4TO NTU?

— Hy na; ma 6ynbTe, pagu Bora, 6ynbre noOpel. [TocynuTte, KTo 5! Bemb BOT YK MHe ABafIaTh I1€CTh
JIeT, a 1 HUKOTO HUKOrfa He BUfal. Hy, Kak ke S MOT'y XOPOILIO TOBOPUTE, JIOBKO U KCTaTU? Bam xe
OymeT BHITOHEE, KOTHA Bce OymeT OTKPHITO, HAPYXYy... 1 He yMelo MoI4YaTh, KOT[a CepAlle BO MHE
rosoput. Hy, ma Bce paBHO... [loBepuTe 11, HU OOHOU XKEHINMHBI, HUKOTAa, HUKorga! Hukakoro
3HAKOMCTBa! ¥ TOJIbKO MeYTal0 KaXObIM NeHb, YTO HAKOHEI-TO KOTHa-HUOYyIb I BCTPEUy KOro-HUOYIb.
Ax, ecniu 0 BHI 3HAJIM, CKOJILKO Pa3 s OBIT BII0OIEH TaKuM oOpa3om!..

— Ho kaxk ke, B Koro xe?

— Jla HU B KOTO, B UAeal, B Ty, KOTOpas IPHUCHUTCS BO CHe. {1 co3maio B MedTax liejbie poMaHk. O,
BHI MeHS He 3HaeTe! [IpaBma, HeNb3s ke 6e3 TOTo, 1 BCTpedan ABYX-TPeX XKeHIIWH, HO KaKue OHU
JKEHIIUHBI? 3TO BCe TaKue X03AMKH, 4To... Ho s Bac HacMmelly, s pacCKaXy BaM, YTO HECKOJIbKO pas3
IyMaJl 3aTOBOPUTH, TakK, 3alPOCTO, C KaKOU-HUOYIb apUCTOKPATKON Ha yNIHIlE, pa3yMeeTcs, KOTaa
OHa OMHA; 3arOBOPUTH, KOHEYHO, pOOKO, MTOYTHUTEIbHO, CTPACTHO; CKa3aTh, YTO MOTrubaio OguH, 4T00
OHa He OTTOHSJIAa MEHS, YTO HET CPeCTBa Y3HATh XOTh KaKyo-HUOYOb KEHIUHY; BHYLUIUTh €H, 4TO
maxe B 00513aHHOCTSIX KEHIIUHBI He OTBEPTHYTh POOKOM MOJIBOBI TAKOTO HECHACTHOI'O YejIoBeKa, KakK
s. YTo, HaKOHeIl, ¥ BCe, 4ero g TpeOyio, COCTOUT B TOM TOJIBKO, UTOO CKa3aTh MHE KaKue-HUOYyOb OBa
cioBa OpaTckKue, ¢ ydacTheM, He OTOTHATh MEeHs C IIepBOTO IIara, MOBEPUTh MHE Ha CJIOBO,
BBICJTYIIIATh, YTO 51 Oy TOBOPUTD, TOCMESTHCS HAfI0 MHOM, €CIIK YTONHO, 00HANEKUTh MEHS, CKa3aTh
MHe [IBa CJI0BA, TOJIBKO OBA CJIOBA, IIOTOM MYCTh XOTh MBI C Hell HUKOT{a He BCcTpedaeMcs!.. Ho BH
CMeeTech... BripoueM, s [jisg TOTO ¥ TOBOPIO...

— He pocapyiiTe; s cMelock TOMY, 4TO BE caMu cebe Bpar, ¥ ecnu 6 B mompo6oBaiu, To BaM Obl U
yIanoch, MoXeT OBITh, XOTh OBl U Ha yNIulle feso OBUIO; YeM Ipolre, TeM ny4die... Hu ogHa nobpas
JKeHIIWHA, eCI¥ TOJIbKO OHA He TIyma uiau 0Co6eHHO He CepouTa Ha YTO-HUOYAb B Ty MUHYTY, He
pemmiack OB 0TOCTATH Bac 6€3 3TUX OBYX CJIOB, KOTOPHIX BH TaK POOKO BEIMAIUBaeTe... Bipouew,
YTO 51! KOHEYHO, IpuHsa OB Bac 3a cyMaciuenmero. 4 Benb cyguia 1o cebe. Cama-To s MHOTO 3HAIO,
KaK JIIO[IX Ha CBETE KUBYT!

— 0, 6Ha1"0;1ap10 BaC, — 3aKpu4al {1, — BEI HE 3HAd€eTe, YTO BEI OJI MEHS TEeIlePb coenanu!

— Xopomo, xopowmo! Ho ckaxute MHe, I0YeMy BBl Y3HAJIM, YTO S TaKasd XKeHIIMHA, C KOTOPOU... HY,
KOTOPYIO BBl CUMTAJIX HOCTOMHOM... BHUMaHUS U OPYKOHL... OMHUM CJIOBOM, He X0351Ka, KaK BH
Ha3blBaeTe. [loueMy BBl PEIIUIUCh TOJOUTH KO MHE?

— Hoquy? HO‘-IGMY? Ho BBl OBITH OOHH, TOT T'OCIIOOUH OBIJI CAMIIKOM CMeII, TEeIIepb HOYb:
COr'tTaCuTECh CaMH, 4YTO 3TO 00s13aHHOCTb...

— Her, HerT, ele IIpexnae, TaM, Ha TOM CTOPOHE. Benp BHL X0Ten XKe HOJIOIZTPI KO MHe?

— Tawm, Ha To¥ cTopoHe? Ho s, mpaBo, He 3Halo, KaK 0TBedaTh; 5 00IOCh... 3HAETe JIH, S CeTORHS ObLI
CYaCTIUB; g IIeJI, Iej; s OBIJI 3a TOPOJIOM; CO MHOU ellle HUKOTa He OBIBajio TaKUX CYaCTIMBHIX
MUHYT. BEl... MHe, MoXeT OBITb, ITOKa3anock... Hy, mpocTuTte MeHs, eClu g HANOMHIO: MHe
110Ka3ajI0Ch, YTO BHI IIJIaKaJid, U f... s He MOT CJIBIIIATh 3TO... Y MEHSI CTECHUIIOCH ceppre... O, 6oxke
Mmoii! Hy, ma HeyXemnu ke s He MOT ITOTOCKOBaTh 00 Bac? Heyxkenu ke OBINT Ipex MOYYyBCTBOBATH K
BaM OpaTckoe cocTpagaHue?.. I3BUHUTE, s CKa3al cocTpafaHue... Hy, 1a, ODHUM CJIOBOM, HEyXKen



51 MOT" BaC O6I/IJIGTI: T€M, 9YTO HEBOJIBHO B3AYMAJIOCh MHE K BaM IIOJOMTH?..

— OcTaBbTe, TOBOJILHO, He TOBOPHUTE... — CKa3alla HEeBYIIKa, MOTYIUBIIKNCh ¥ CXKaB MO PyKy. — 4
caMa BMHOBAaTa, YTO 3aroBopuiia 00 3TOM; HO s pafia, YTO He OuIK6GIach B BacC... HO BOT yXe s IOMa;
MHe HyKHO CIOfia, B IIePeyJIoK; TYT [Ba Iiara... [Ipoiaiite, 611aromapio Bac...

— Tak HEY2XKeJIn Ke, HeY2KeJIN MEI 0oJtbIIe HHUKOI'Ta He YBI/IJII/IMCH?.. Hey}KeHI/I 9TO TaK ¥ OCTAHETCS?

— BupuTe nu, — cKa3sama, CMesCh, OEBYIIKaA, — BBl XO0TE€JIX CHa4adlla TOJIBKO OBYX CJIOB, d TEIIEPk...
Ho, BIIPDOYEM, 1 BaM HUYEro He CKaXy... MoxkeT OBITE, BCTPETHUMCH...

— {1 mpupy cioma 3aBTpa, — ckasan 5. — O, MPOCTUTe MeHs, s y&e Tpe6yio...
— Ila, BBl HETEPIIENIUBEL... BBl IOYTHU TpedyeTe...

— Tlocnymatite, mocnyiaiTe! — npepsan s ee. — [IpoCcTUTe, €CNIA 1 BaM CKaXKYy OMSITh YTO-HUOYIb
Takoe... Ho BOT 4TO: 94 He MOTy He NPUUTHU CIOOa 3aBTpa. fd MeudTaTesnb; Yy MeHd TaK Majo
OEeUCTBUTENIbHON XKU3HU, YTO I TaKWe MUHYTH], KaK 3Ty, KaK Telepb, CUUTAI0 TaK PEOKO, YTO He MOTY
He TOBTOPSITh 3TUX MUHYT B MEUTaHbsIX. & MpoMeuTato 00 Bac IeJIyi0 HOYb, IeIyI0 HeMleio, BeCh rofl.
¢l HempeMeHHO IPUAY CIOOa 3aBTPa, UMEHHO CIOfa, Ha 3TO Xe MeCTO, UMEeHHO B 3TOT 4ac, u Oynmy
CYaCT/IWB, IPUIIOMUAHAs BUYepallHee. YK 3TO MeCTO MHe MHUJIO. Y MeHS yXe eCTh TaKue [Ba-TpHU
MecTa B [TeTepOypre. {1 maxke omuH pa3 3aljakajl OT BOCIIOMUHAHbS, KakK BHL... [loueM 3HaTh, MOXKET
OBITH, ¥ Bbl, TOMY Ha3aj [eCSATh MUHYT, IJlaKald OT BOCIIOMUHAHbA... HO IpOCTUTE MeHsd, 5 ONATh
3a0bIICS; BB, MOXKET ObITh, KOTHA-HUOYOb OBLIM 30eCh 0COOEHHO CYACT/IUBHL...

— Xopo1o, — cKa3aja fieByIIKa, — $, 0KaJyi, IPUAY Clofa 3aBTpPa, TOXKe B HECITh 4acOB. Buxy,
YTO 51 y3Ke He MOTY BaM 3allpeTHUTh... BOT B 4eM [eJi0, MHe HYKHO OBITh 3[IeCh; He IogyMaiTe, 4To0 s
BaM Ha3HayaJla CBUOAHUeE; 5 IPefyIpeXaalo Bac, MHE HyKHO OBITh 37ech st cebs. Ho BOT... HY, Y&
s BaM IPSIMO CKaxy: 3To OymeT HUYEro, eCiiu U BH NPUMAETE; BO-MIEPBHIX, MOTYT OLITH OMATH
HENPUATHOCTH, KaK CETOMHs, HO 9TO B CTOPOHY... OOHUM CJIOBOM, MHEe IIPOCTO XOTeJ0Ch OBl Bac
BUMETH... YTOO CKa3aTh BaM [Ba CJI0Ba. TONbBKO, BUAUTE JIK, BEl HE OCY[JUTE MEHS Temephb? He
IIOIyMaKTe, YTO S TaK JIETKO Ha3Haydalo CBUOaHusd... 4 Obl M Ha3Hauuma, ecnu 6... Ho mycTh 9T0 Oymer
Mod TavHa! TONBbKO BIepeq yrosop...

— YTOBOp! TOBOPHUTE, CKAaXKHUTE, CKaXKUTE BCE 3apaHe; 4 Ha BCe COIr'JiaCeH, Ha BCE€ IT'OTOB, — BCKPHUYaJl
S B BOCTOPre, — s 0TB€4Yal0 3d cebss — 6y11y IIOCIIyIIEeH, IIOYTUTEJIEH... BBI MEHA 3HAETe...

— ViMeHHO OTTOTrO, YTO 3HAIO Bac, ¥ MPUTJIAIal Bac 3aBTpa, — CKa3ajla CMesiCh feBylIKa. — 51 Bac
COBepIIeHHO 3Halo. Ho, CMOTPUTE, MIPUXOOUTE C YCJIOBUEM; BO-IIEPBHIX (TOJBKO OymbTe MOOPHI,
WCIIOJTHUTE, YTO g MOMPOIIY, — BUAUTE JIU, S TOBOPIO OTKPOBEHHO), He BIIOONISANUTECh B MEHS... ITO
HeJb3s1, yBepsto Bac. Ha opyx0y 5 roToBa, BOT BaM pyKa MOS... A BIIOOUTHCS HEJb3s, IPOLIy Bac!

— Knsuych BaM, — 3aKpuyar 5, CXBaTUB €€ PYUKY...

— TlonHOTE, HE KISTHUTECH, S Be[b 3HA0, BbI CIOCOOHHI BCIIBIXHYTh KakK 1Mopox. He ocyxkmaiiTe MeHs,
€CJIU s TaK roBopio. Eciu O BH 3HaIHU... Y MEHSI TOXKe HMKOT0 HEeT, C KeM OBl MHE MOXKHO OBIJIO CJIOBO
CKa3aTh, y Koro Obl coBeTa CIpPOCUTh. KOHEYHO, He Ha y/Iulle XKe UCKaTh COBETHUKOB, Ja BHI
UCKII0YeHne. 4 Bac Tak 3Halo, KaK OyATo yXKe MBI ABaflaTh €T OB OPy3bsaMu... He paBaa u, BEI
He U3MeHuTe?

— YBuUpguTE... TONBKO S He 3Hal0, KakK yXK g NOXKUBY XOTSA CyTKH.

— Cnure nokpende; 0obpoit HOYM — U NMOMHHUTE, UTO 5 BaM yxKe BBepuiach. Ho BE TaK XOPOIIO



BOCKJIMKHYJIX JaBe€Yad: HEYXKeJIN XK OHaBdTh OTYET B Ka2KIOM YYBCTBE, MaXKe B 6paTCKOM CO‘-IYBCTBI/II/I!
3HaeTe I, 3TO OBIJIO TakK X0pPOoHIo CKa3dHO, 4YTO Y MeHA TOTHYAC K€ MEJIbKHYJIa MBICJIb HOBEPUTHCA
BaM...

— Panu Bora, HO B ueM? 4TO0?

— Io 3aBTpa. [TycTs 310 GymeT mokaMecT TaiHO#. TeM mydiie Os Bac; XOTh u3nanu OygeT Ha pOMaH
moxoxe. MoxeT OBITh, 1 BaM 3aBTpa ke CKaXy, a MOXeT ObITh, HeT... S elle C BaMu Hamepe[
TIOTOBOPIO MBI TO3HAKOMUMCST JIyYILIE. ..

— O, ma s BaM 3aBTpa e Bce pacckaxy mpo cebs! Ho 4To 9T0? TOYHO Yyg0 CO MHOU COBEPIIAETCH...
Fme s, 60xkxe moi? Hy, ckaxuTe, HeyKeNl BHl HEJOBOJIbHEI T€M, YTO He PaCCEpPAUINUCEH, KaK Obl
cHenana Apyras, He OTOTHa/lIM MeHs B caMOM Hadane? [[Be MUHYTH], U BH CHejlalld MeHs HaBCcerga
CcYacTIUBLIM. [la! CUaCTIUBHIM; IOYEM 3HATh, MOXKET OBITH, BBl MEHS C COO0M TTOMUPHUIIH, PA3PEIIUIN
MOM COMHEHHS... MoXeT OBITb, Ha MEeHS HaXOOsIT Takue MHHYTH... Hy, ma g BaM 3aBTpa Bce
pacckaxy, Bbl BCe y3HaeTe, BCe...

— XO0poI110, MPpUHUMAI0; BEl U HAYHETE...
— CormnaceH.

— Do cBugaHbs!

— Do cBUOgaHbs!

W MBI paccTanuck. f XOmuI BCIO HOYb; 5T HE MOT PEIIUThCS BOPOTUTHCS HOMOM. & OBINT TaK CHACTIIUB...
oo 3aBTpal

Hounb BTOpas

— Hy, BoT u moxunu! — ckasana OHa MHe, CMeSICh U [T0XKKUMasi MHE 00e PYKH.
— 4 3mech yxKe [IBa 4aca; BEl He 3HaeTe, YTO OBIJIO CO MHOM IIeJIbIN IeHb!

— 3Halo, 3Hal0... HO K eny. 3HaeTe, 3a4eM 5 npunuia? Benb He B3mop 6oiTaTh, Kak BYepa. BoT uTo:
HaM HYKHO BIEPef YMHEeH moCcTynaTh. d 060 BceM 9TOM BYepa [OIro AyMasa.

— B ueM xe, B ueM ObITh yMHee? C MOel CTOPOHBHI, S TOTOB; HO, IIPaBO, B XXU3Hb HE CIIy4anoch CO
MHOI0 HI4Yero yMHee, KaK Tellepb.

— B camoMm pemne? Bo-miepBhIX, IPOILY Bac, He XKMUTE TakK MOUX PYK; BO-BTOPHIX, 0OBSBIISAI0 BaM, UTO 5
00 Bac cerogHs JOJIT0 pa3gyMbIBaa.

— Hy, u yeM Xe KOHYHUIIOCH?

— YeMm koHUMNIOCL? KOHUMIOCH TEM, UTO HYKHO BCe CHOBa HayaTb, IOTOMY YTO B 3aKJIIOUEHHE BCETO
s pelIusa CeTOHS, YTO BH ellle MHE COBCEM HEM3BECTHHI, YTO 5T BYepa IOCTYIHIa Kak pebeHoK, Kak
IeBOYKa, U, pa3yMeeTcs, BHIIUIO TaK, YTO BCEMY BUHOBATO MOe NoOpoe cepfille, TO eCTh S TOXBajuia
cebs1, KaK 1 BCcerjga KOHYaeTCs, KOTJla MBl HauHeM CBoe pa30uparh. Y moTtomy, 4T00 ImOIpPaBUTH
owmKOKYy, g pelnnia pa3y3HaTb 00 Bac caMbIM nmogpobHenmrM o6pa3oM. Ho Tak Kak pa3y3HaBaTh O
BaC He y KOTO, TO BH U AOJIKHBI MHE CaM{ BCe paccKa3aTh, BCIO MOAHOTOTHYI0. Hy, 4TO BH 3a
yenoBek? [Tockopee — HayMHalTe XKe, paCCKa3blBalTe CBOIO HCTOPUIO.



— Hctoputo! — 3aKkpuyarn s, UCIyTaBIIUNCh, — UCTOPHUIO! Ho KTO BaM cKa3aJsl, 4YTO Y MEHS €CTh MOs
UCTOPUS? V MEHS HET UCTOPUM...

— Tak Kak e BBl XKW, KOJIb HET UCTOPUHU? — Tepebiuiia OHa, CMesCh.

— CoBepireHHO 0€3 BCIKUX UCTOPUH! TakK, XKW, KaK Y HaC TOBOPUTCS, caM 1o cefe, TO eCTh OIUH
COBEPIIEHHO, — OOHWH, OOUH BIIOJIHE, — ITIOHUMAeTe, YTO TaK0oe OJUH?

— Jla kak oguH? To eCTh BBl HUKOT'O HUKOTla He BUOAIu?
— O HeT, BUOETH-TO BUXKY, — a BCe-TaK! 5 OOUH.

— Yrt0 XKe, BH pPa3Be HE TOBOPUTE HU C KEM?

— B cTporom cMEICIIE, HU C KEM.

— Jla KTo Xe BBl Takoi, o6bsacHUTECH! [TOCTOMTE, 51 MOTagbEIBalOCh: Y Bac, BEPHO, eCTh 0alyIlKa, KakK U
y MeHs. OHa cemnasi 4 BOT yXKe LeNlyl0 XKUA3Hb MEHs HUKya He IIyCKaeT, Tak 4To f MOYTU pa3ydusnach
COBCEM TOBODHUTH. A KOT[a s Halllallujla TOMY Ha3aj rofa ABa, TaK OHA BUJOUT, 4TO MEHS He
yIepXKHUIllb, B3sijla IpU3Bajia MeHs, la U IpUIINuInia 0y1aBKoi Moe IjlaThe K CBOEMY — U TaK MHI C
TeX 0P ¥ CUOUM II0 LeJILIM JHSIM; OHA YYJIOK BAXKEeT, XOTh U Cjlelasi; a g OAJie Hee CUAY, IIed UIU
KHUXKKY BCJIyX el YUTall — TaKOW CTPaHHBINM 00BIYaii, YTO BOT yKe [IBa rofa MpUIINUIeHHA. .

— Ax, 60Ke MO, Kakoe HecuacTbe! [la HET XKe, Y MEHs HeT TakKou 0alyIIKu.
— A KOJb HeT, Tak KakK 3TO BBl MOXKETE IoMa CUIETh?..

— [Tocnymanite, BBl XOTUTE 3HATh, KTO 1 TAKOB?

— Hy, ma, na!

— B cTporom cMeicnie cnoBa?

— B camom cTporom cMmeiciie cioBa!

— H3BONbTE, 1 — THII.

— Tun, tun! Kako¥ THI? — 3aKpuyaa [eBYIIKa, 3aX0X0TaB TakK, KaK OYOTO e I[elb#l rog He
yIaBanoch cMesAThC. — Jla ¢ Bamu npeBeceio! CMOTpUTE: BOT 3[eCh €CTh CKaMelKa; csameM! 3mech
HUKTO He XOOUT, HaC HUKTO He YCHBIIIUT, 1 — HAaYMHANTe XKe Ballly UCTOPUIO! TOTOMY YTO, YK BHI
MeHS He YBePUTE, Y BaC €CTh UCTOPHS, a Bhl TOJIBKO CKPEIBAa€TECh. BO-TIEPBHIX, YTO 9TO TAKOE THUII?

— Tun? tTun — 3TO OpUTrKHAJ, 3TO TAKOM CMEILIHOM YeJI0BEK! — oTBeyYals s, CaM pPacXxO0XOTaBILIKUCh
BCJIe[ 3a ee JeTCKUM CMeXOM. — JTO TaKOM XapakTep. CnylanTe: 3HaeTe Bbl, UYTO TaKOe Me4TaTeslb?

— MeuraTens? 03BOJILTE, a KakK He 3HATH? 1 caMa MeuTaTesb! MHOM pa3 cupuiis nopje 6abymKy u
4ero-4ero B rojioBy He BoupeT. Hy, BOT 1 HauHeNIs Me4TaTh, Ja TakK pa3gyMaeliscs — Hy, IPOCTO 3a
KNTalCKOT0 IIPHHIIAa BEIXOXKY... A Be[Ib 3TO B APYroM pa3 u xopoino — mMeuTath! HeT, Bupouem, 6or
3HaeT! OcobeHHO ecy eCcTh 1 6e3 3TOT0 0 YeM [yMaTh, — npubaBuia AeByIIKa Ha 3TOT pa3 AOBOIHHO
CepBE3HO.

— TIIpeBocxomguo! Yk Konu pa3 BHl BHIXOOHUIIM 3a OOrAbIXaHAa KHTAWCKOTO, TakK, CTAJI0 OBITEH,
COBEpIIEeHHO moMeTe MeHs. Hy, ciymraiite ... Ho mo3BoibTe: Bemp s ellle He 3Hat, Kak Bac 30BYT?



— HakoHen-to! BOT paHo BCIIOMHUNU!

— Ax, 6oke Moii! 1a MHe ¥ Ha yM He IIPHUIIIO, MHe OBIJIO ¥ TaK XOPOIIIO...
— Mensd 30ByT — HacrteHbKa.

— Hacrenbka! ¥ TOIBKO?

— Tonbko! ma HeyXKenu BaM MaJio, HEHaChITHBIY BEL 3TAKOMH!

— Marno nmu? MHOro, MHOT0, HAalTPOTHB, 0YeHb MHOT0, HacTeHbKa, oOpeHbKas BH [EBYIIKA, KOJIH C
IIePBOr0 pa3y B [Ji1d MeHs cTanu HacTeHbKou!

— To-to xe! ny!
— Hy, BoT, HacTeHbKa, ClylllanTe-Ka, Kakas TYT BEIXOOUT CMEIIHas UCTOPHS.
4 ycerncs noasne Hee, IPUHAT IeJAaHTCKU-CEPbE3HYIO 103y ¥ Hayall CJIOBHO MO-IHUCAHOMY:

— Ectp, HacTeHbKa, eciiu BE TOTO He 3HaeTe, eCTh B [leTepOypre NOBOILHO CTPaHHBIE YTONKU. B 3TN
MecTa Kak Oy[TO He 3arjsgAbiBaeT TO e COIHIle, KOTOPOEe CBETUT [JIS BCeX NMeTepOyprcKux Iofel, a
3arisgbiBaeT Kakoe-TO APYroe, HOBoe, KakK OyTO HApO4YHO 3aKa3aHHOE IJIs1 9TUX YIJIOB, U CBETUT Ha
BCe UHHIM, 0COOEHHBIM CBETOM. B aTux yrnax, munass HacTeHbKa, BRIKMBAETCS Kak OyOTO COBCEM
opyras XW3Hb, He I10X0XKas Ha Ty, KOTopas BO3jie HAac KUIUT, a TaKas, KOTopas MOXeT OBITh B
TPULECSITOM HEBEIOMOM I[apCTBE, a He V Hac, B Hallle Cepbe3HOe-IIpecepbe3Hoe BpeMa. BoT 3Ta-To
JKU3Hb U €CTh CMECh Yero-TO YMCTO (aHTaCTUYEeCKOT0, TOPIY0-UearlbHOT0 U BMECTe C TeM (YBEI,
HacTteHnbka!) TyCK/I0-Ip03alyHOr0 ¥ OOLIKHOBEHHOT0, UTOO HEe CKa3aTh: 10 HEBEPOSITHOCTY IOILIIOTO.

— O@y! rociou 60ke Moii! Kakoe npepuciioBue! YTo ke 3TO 1 TaKOe YCIIbIITY?

— Ycnwimute Be, HacTeHbKa (MHe KaXeTcs, S HUKOTJa He yCTaHy Ha3hBaTh BaCc HacTeHbKOM),
YCHBIIINTE BB, YTO B 3TUX yIJaX MIPOXKMWBAIOT CTPAHHBEIE JIIOAU — MedTaTeNu. MedTaTenb — eCIu
HYKHO ero moapo0Hoe ompefeieHre — He YeJI0OBeK, a, 3HaeTe, KaKoe-TO CYIIeCTBO CPeOHero pofa.
CenuTtcs oH 00JbIIIECI0 YACTHUIO TOe-HUOYab B HEIIPUCTYIIHOM VIIY, KakK OYOTO TAaWTCS B HEM HaxXe OT
IHEBHOT'O CBeTa, U YK ecyu 3abepeTrcs K cebe, TO TaK U MPUPACTET K CBOEMY yTIy, KaK yJIUTKa, UJIH,
110 KpaliHel Mepe, OH OYeHb II0X0XK B 9TOM OTHOIIEHHWHU Ha TO 3aHMMAaTeIbHOe XXMUBOTHOE, KOTOPOe U
JKMBOTHOE ¥ IOM BMECTE, KOTOPOE Ha3kIBaeTCs yepemnaxoi. Kak BE JymMaeTe, OTYETO OH TakK JIIOOUT
CBOM YeThIpe CTEeHHI, BHIKpPAIIeHHBEIe HEIMPEeMEeHHO 3eJIeHOI KPACKO0, 3aKOITeJbe, YHHIIbEe U
HETI03BOJIUTEIbHO 00KypeHHBIe? 3aUeM 3TOT CMENIHOM I'OCIIOOWH, KOT[a ero MPUXOJUT HAaBEeCTUTh
KTO-HUOYIb M3 ero pegKuxX 3HAaKOMHIX (a2 KOHYAeT OH TeM, YTO 3HAaKOMHIE Y HETO BCe IEPEeBOMSTCS),
3a4eM 3TOT CMEITHOM YeJI0BEK BCTPeYaeT ero, Tak CKOH(QY3UBIIKUChH, TaK U3MEHHUBIIKUCH B JIUIE U B
TaKOM 3aMelllaTelbCTBe, KaK OYATO OH TOILKO YTO CHeJiall B CBOMX YETHIPEX CTeHaX MPeCTYIJIeHue,
Kak O0yaTo oH ¢habpuKkoBas ¢anbiBeie OyMaXKKyU UM KaKue-HUOYOh CTUIIKY AJIS OTCHUIKU B XKypPHAN
IIPH AHOHMMHOM IIMCHbME, B KOTOPOM 0003HAa4YaeTCsl, YTO HACTOSIIHH [TO3T yKe yMep ¥ YTO OPYT ero
CUUTAeT CBSIIEHHHBIM [OJITOM ONMyO0IMKOBaTh ero Bupimu? OT4ero, CKaxute MHe, HacTeHbKa,
Pa3roBOP TakK He BSXKETCS Y 3THX [ABYX co0eCeIHUKOB? OTYET0 HU CMeX, HU KaKoe-HUOymb O60iKoe
CJIOBIIO HE CJIeTAeT C S3blKa BHE3aIlHO BOIIEMIIEr0 ¥ 03afaueHHOr0 IMPUSTeNs, KOTOPH B APYyTroM
Cy4ae O4YeHb JTIOOUT U cMeX, U GOMKOe CJIOBIIO, ¥ PA3TOBOPHL O TPEKPACHOM II0JIE, ¥ IPYTHE BECETTbIe
TeMbl? OTYero xe, HaKOHEIl, 9TOT MPHUSATEIb, BePOSITHO HeJaBHUM 3HAKOMBIN, U MPU MEPBOM
BHU3UTE, — IIOTOMY YTO BTOPOTO B TAKOM ClTy4ae yxKe He OymeT U MpUsTeIb APYTod pa3 He MPUOeT, —
OTYETO CaM MPUATENIh TaK KOHDY3UTCS, TaK KOCTEHEET, IPU BCEM CBOEM OCTPOYMUU (€CJIH TOIBKO
OHO €CTh Y Hero), T8 Ha OMPOKKUHYTOE JIUII0 X0351Ha, KOTOPHIY B CBOIO OUePefhb yKe COBCEM YCIIel
IIOTEPSATHCS U COUTHCS C MOCIIEIHET0 TOJIKA I10CJie UCIIOMHCKUX, HO TIIETHHIX YCUIUMN pasTIafuTh U



YIEeCTPUTh PA3roBOP, MOKA3aTh U C CBOEW CTOPOHBI 3HAHME CBETCKOCTH, TOXE 3arOBOPHUTEL O
IIPEKPACHOM TI0JI€ ¥ XOTh TAKOI MOKOPHOCTHIO TOHPABUTCS OeIHOMY, He Ty[a IOMaBIIEMYy YeJI0BEKY,
KOTOPBIH OmMKUOKOI0 IpHUIeN K HeMy B rocTu? OT4yero, HaKOHeIl, TOCTh BAPYT XBaTaeTCs 3a SNy U
OBICTPO YXOMUT, BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHUB O CAMOHYXKHeHIIeM fefie, KOTOPOro HUKOTra He ObIBaso, U Koe-
KaK BHICBOOOXKIAET CBOI0 PYKY M3 KapKWX I0XKAaTHUW X035MHA, BCAIYECKHU CTapalollerocs mokasaTh
CBOE pacKasHUE U IOMPaBUTh MOTEPSIHHOE? OTYEro yXOOsIIui IPUATEIbh XOX0UET, BHIU/IS 3a IBEPD,
TYT XKe JaeT camMoMy cebe CJI0BO HUKOTHA He MPUXOOUTH K 3TOMY UydaKy, XOTS 3TOT YyHakK B
CYUIHOCTH ¥ MPEBOCXOOHEHIINN Majlbii, ¥ B TO Ke BpeMs HHKaK He MOXKeT O0TKa3aTh CBOEMY
BOOOpaKEeHUI0 B MaJIEHbKOM IIPUXOTH: CPABHUTE, XOTh OTHAJIEHHLEIM 00pa30oM, GU3UOHOMUIO CBOETO
HemaBHero co0ecelHUKA BO BCe BpPeMsI CBHOAHHUS C BUIOM TOI0O HECYACTHOTO KOTEHOYKA, KOTOPOTO
M3MSIJIU, 3aCTpalllajy U BCIYECKU 00UOeNu JeTH, BEPOJIOMHO 3aXBaTHUB €T0 B IJIEH, CKOH(Y3UIHU B
mpax, KOTOPHIM 3a0uJicss HAKOHEeI[ OT HUX IOM CTYJ, B TEMHOTY, U TaM I[eJIkId YaCc Ha HOCyTe
IPUHYXKIEH OIIEeTHHUBATHCS, OTGBIPKUBATLCSI M MBITh CBOe O0MIKEHHOE PHIIblle 00eMMH JIallaMu U
IOJITO ellle IOoCjie TOro BpaxkmeOHO B3WpPaTh Ha MIPUPOAY U XKU3Hb U JaXKe Ha IMOJAYKy C FOCIIOJICKOTO
o0efa, MpUITACeHHYIO AJIST HETO COCTPafaTe/IbHOI0 KITIOUHUIIEI0?

— Tlocnymatite, — nepebuina HacTeHbKa, KOTOpas BCe BpeMs CITyIllaja MeHS B YIUBIEHUH, OTKPHIB
rjla3a ¥ POTHK, — IIOCHyIIaiiTe: s COBEPIIEHHO He 3HAl0, OTYEro BCe 3TO IPOU3O0IINI0 U IMoYeMy
MMEHHO BBl MHe IIpefijlaraeTe TakKue CMeIIHbIe BOIIPOCH]; HO UTO 51 3HAl0 HaBepHOe, TakK TO, YTO BCe
3THU MPUKIIOYEHUS CITyYUINCh HEIIPEMEHHO C BaMHU, OT CJIOBa [0 CJIOBaA.

— be3 comHeHus, — oTBeYan g C CaMOI0 Cepbe3HOM MUHOM.

— Hy, xonu 6e3 coMHeHH s, TaK MPOAoJIxKaiTe, — OTBeTUJIa HacTeHbKa, — IMOTOMY YTO MHE O4YeHb
X04eTCs 3HaTh, YeM 3TO KOHUUTCH.

— Bul xoTuTe 3HaTh, HacTeHbKa, YTO TaKOe [ieNiall B CBOEM YIJly HAIll TepOoy, WY, JIydllle CKa3aTs, f,
II0TOMY 4YTO I'epoil BCero fejla — 51, CBOel COOCTBEHHOX CKPOMHOM 0CO00M; B XOTUTE 3HATh, OTYETO
s TaK IIePEIOIOMHUTICS U IIOTePSICS Ha IeJIbi IeHb 0T HeOXKUOaHHOTO BU3UTA IpUATENsA? Bl xoTuTE
3HaATh, OTUETO 5 TaK BCIOPXHYJICS, TaK IIOKPaCHel, KOria OTBOPUIIX OBEPh B MO0 KOMHATY, I0YeMY
He yMeJ IPUHSATH TOCTS U TaK IIOCTHIOHO IOTU0 IOJ TAXKECThI0 COOCTBEHHOTO TOCTETIPUUMCTBA?

— Hy pma, ma! — orBeuana HacTeHbKa, — B 3TOM H feio. IlocnymaiTe: BH MPeKpPacHO
paccka3bBaeTe, HO HEJIb3s JIM PAacCKa3kBaTh KaK-HUOYIbh He TakK IMPeKpacHO? A TO Bl TOBOPHUTE,
TOYHO KHUTY YUTAETE.

— Hacrenrska! — oTBedas 51 BaXHBIM U CTPOTUM T'0OJIOCOM, efBa yOEepPXKUBAsACh OT CMeXa, — MHUJIas
HacTeHnbKa, 5 3Hal0, 4TO S pacCKa3hiBalo MPeKpacHo, HO — BUHOBAT, UHaue 51 pacCKa3biBaTh He YMe0.
Temeps, Munnas HacTeHbKa, Temnephb g M0X0XK Ha AyX 1aps CojoMOHa, KOTOPHIM OB THICSUY €T B
KyOBILIIKE, TIO] CEMbIO MTeYaTsIMU, ¥ C KOTOPOT0 HAaKOHEeI] CHSJIM BCe 3TU ceMb nevaTtell. Temeps,
musasi HacTeHbka, KOrga Mbl COIIJIMCH ONSATh IIOCJIE TaKOM JONTON Pa3fiyKu, — MOTOMY 4TO S Bac
IaBHO yXke 3HaJ, HacTeHbKa, TOTOMY 4YTO 5 y2Ke [aBHO KOTO-TO MCKaJ, a 3TO 3HaK, YTO S MCKall
MMEHHO BaC U 4YTO HaM OBIIIO CyXk[eHO Tellepb CBUMETHCS, — TeIlepb B MOEM ToJIoBe OTKPHIIUCH
THICSIYX KJIallaHOB, W S [OJIKEH MPOJUTLCS PEKOI0 CJIOB, He TO S 3aJ0XHyCh. MTak, mpoury He
nepebuBaTh MeHs, HacTeHbKa, a CIyIIaTh IIOKOPHO U IOCIYIIHO; HHAYE — S 3aMOJIYYy.

— Hu-uu-uu! Hukak! rosopute! Temeps s He CKaxXy HU CJIOBA.

— IIpopmomnxkalo: ecTh, APyr Mo# HacTeHbKa, B MOEM [JHE OOUH Yac, KOTOPHBIN 5 UYpe3BbIYalHO JII00IIIO.
9TO TOT CaMHBIM Yac, KOTHa KOHYAIOTCS IOYTH BCIKHE [iejia, MJOJIKHOCTH M 00s3aTebCTBa U BCE
cremaTr 0o goMaM nmoobefmaTh, IpuUjiedb OTHOXHYThH U TYT XKe, B fopore, ©u300peTaioT u gpyrue
BeCeJjIble TEMBI, KaCcalolecs Beyepa, HOYH U BCero OCTALIETrocs CBOOOJHOTO BpeMeHHu. B 3TOT 4ac u



Halll Tepoii, — MOTOMY 4TO yXK MMO03BONIbTE MHEe, HacTeHbKa, pacCKa3biBaTh B TPETHEM NHIIE, 3aTEM UTO
B IIEPBOM JIHIIE BCE 3TO yXKACHO CTHIIHO pacCKa3biBaTh, — MTaK, B 9TOT YaC U Halll TepOy, KOTOPHIU
ToKe Obln He 0e3 mena, ImaraeT 3a mpoyuMu. Ho cTpaHHOe YyBCTBO YIOBOJILCTBUS UTPAeT Ha €To
6negHOM, Kak Oy[ATO HECKOIbKO U3MSTOM nulle. HepaBHOOYIIHO CMOTPUT OH Ha BEYEPHIOI 3apio,
KOTOpas MedJIeHHO TacHeT Ha XoJiogHOM neTtepOyprckoM Hebe. Korma s roBOpio — CMOTPHUT, Tak S
JITy: OH He CMOTPHUT, HO co3epliaeT KakK-To 6e30T4YeTHO, KaK OYOTO yCTasbli UM 3aHATHIM B TO XKe
BpeMs KaKUM-HuUOyOb OpyruM, 60ojiee UHTEPECHHIM IIPEAMETOM, TaK YTO pa3Be TOJIbKO MEJIbKOM,
IIOYTH HEBOJIbHO, MOXKET YHAEeJUTh BpeMsd Ha BCe OKpyxkatouee. OH JOBOJIEH, IOTOMY YTO ITOKOHYHUII
[0 3aBTpa C AOCAgHBIMU OIS HEro desamu, U paf, KakK IIKOJIbHUK, KOTOPOT'O BHIITYCTUNIM C KJIaCCHOU
CKaMbH{ K NTIOOMMBIM UTpPaM M manocTsaMm. [locMoTpuTe Ha Hero c6oky, HacTeHbKa: BH TOTYac
YBUOUTE, YTO PafOCTHOE YYBCTBO yXKe€ CHACTJMBO IOJEeiCTBOBAJI0O Ha ero cjalble HEPBH U
0onle3HEeHHO pa3gpaXeHHY0 (aHTa3uio. BoT oH 0 yeM-To 3agymascd... Bel gymaete, 06 obeme? o
cerogHAIIHEM Bedepe? Ha 4TO OH Tak cMOTpUT? Ha 9TOro nu rocrnofuHa CONMUAHOM HapykKHOCTH,
KOTOPBHIM TaK KapTUHHO MOKJIOHUJICS AaMe, IPOKaTUBIIENCS MUMO HEro Ha Pe3BOHOTUX KOHSIX B
onectsmei kapete? Het, HacTenbka, 4YTO eMy Teleph 0o Bced aToi Menmouu! OH Tenepsb yxKe Gorat
cs0et 0C0OeHHOI XKU3HBIO; OH KaK-TO BOPYT CTal 6oraTeIM, W MPOIIAbHBEIN JTy4 MOTYXAIOIIETr0
COJIHIIA He HalpaCHO TaK BeCeJI0 CBEPKHYJ Iepel HUM U BBI3BaJl U3 COTPETOTO Ceppla LeNlbld pou
BevyaTieHUd. Temnepb OH eBa 3aMedyaeT Ty OOPOTry, Ha KOTOPOU MpexXae camMas MelKas Melodb
MOTJIa I0pa3uTh ero. Teneps «boruHs dhaHTasus» (eciau B yuTanu KykoBckoro, Mmunas HacTeHbka)
yKe 3aTKajla IPUXOTIUBOI0 PYKOI0 CBOIO 30JIOTYI0 OCHOBY U IIOIIJIa Pa3BUBATh Iepef HUM Y30PHI
HeObIBAION, MPUUYIIUBON KU3HU — U, KTO 3HAET, MOXKET, IIepeHecsa ero MpPUXoTIUBO# PYKOI0 Ha
cebMoOe XpycTaJibHoe HebOo ¢ IpeBOCXOOHOTO I'PAHUTHOT'0 TPOTyapa, 110 KOTOPOMY OH UIET BOCBOSICH.
[TonmpoOyiiTe OCTAaHOBUTHL €TI0 TEIEPhb, CIIPOCUTE €Tr0 BAPYT: '€ OH TEMepb CTOUT, [0 KaKUM yIullaM
Ime1? — OH HaBEePHO ObI HUYEro He MPUIIOMHUJ, HU TOTO, T{le XOOUJ, HU TOTO, TIe CTOSJ Teleps, H,
TIOKPACHEeB C 0CafIbl, HEIPeMeHHO coJran Obl YTO-HUOYOb OIS CIIaCeHUs IPUINYUii. BoT moyemy oH
TaK B3OPOTHYJI, YyTh He 3aKpuyajl ¥ C UCIYTOM OTJIsifiesiCs KpyroM, Korfa OfHa OYeHb MOYTeHHas
CTapyllKa Y4THBO OCTaHOBMJIa €T0 IOCPEAM TPOoTyapa M CTaja pacclpalluBaTh ero 0 JOpore,
KOTOpPYI OHa moTepsisa. Haxmypsce ¢ mocapsl, maraeT OH fajiblie, efBa 3aMedasi, 4YTO He OOUH
MIPOXOXUY YIBIOHYJICS, Ha HEro TIsAAs, U 00paTUiCs eMy BCIe[d U YTO KaKas-HuOyOb ManeHbKas
meBoYKa, 00SI3IMBO YCTYMUBINAS €My JOPOTY, TPOMKO 3acMesiiach, IOCMOTPEB BO BCe Tjla3a Ha ero
IIUPOKYI0 CO3eplaTeNbHYIO0 YILIOKY 1 XKeCTh pykamu. Ho Bce Ta e ¢daHTa3us MOAXBATHIIa Ha CBOEM
UTPUBOM II0JIETE U CTApPYIIKY, U NIOOOMBITHEIX IIPOX0XKUX, ¥ CMEIOUTYIOCS OeBOYKY, U MYKUYKOB,
KOTOpHIE TYT XK€ BeuepsIoT Ha CBOMX 0apkax, 3anpyauBiiux OoHTaHKY (II0JI0KUM, B 9TO BpeMs I10
Hel MPOXOOU Halll Tepoii), 3aTKaa 1IaJIOBIKMBO BCEX U BCe B CBOIO KaHBY, KaK MyX B MMAyTUHY, U C
HOBBIM ITpHOOpEeTeHreM 4yIgaK yxKe Bollen K ce0e B OTPAfHYIO HOPKY, yX&e cel 3a ob6ef, yXke maBHO
otobefan ¥ OYHYJICS TOJIbKO TOTMa, KOTMa 3adyMYuBas ¥ BEYHO IedajbHas MaTpeHa, KOTOpas eMy
IPUCIIYXKHUBaEeT, yKe Bce npubpana co cTona ¥ mopana emMy TPyOKy, OUHYJCS M C YOUBIEHUEM
BCIIOMHUJI, UYTO OH yKe COBCeM Ioo0efas, peluTeIbHO IPOTISAeB, Kak 3TO CcHenanoch. B komHaTe
IIOTEMHEJIO; Ha Oylle ero myCcTo U I'PYCTHO; Liejioe IJapCTBO MeYTaHUU PYLIUIOCH BOKPYT HETO,
pymunock 6e3 crnepa, 6e3 IIyMa U TPeCKa, IPOHECIIOCh, KaK CHOBUIEHUE, a OH ¥ CaM He ITOMHUT, YTO
eMy rpe3unochk. Ho Kakoe-TO TEMHO€ OIIyIlleHHe, 0T KOTOPOTo CJierKa 3aHbljla U BOJIHYETCS TPYOb
€ro, Kakoe-TO HOBOe XKeJjlaHKWe COOJIa3HUTEIbHO IeKOYeT U pa3apazxkaeT ero ¢paHTa3nuio U He3aMeTHO
C3BIBAET LIEJIBId PO HOBHIX IPU3PAKOB. B ManeHbKOM KOMHATe L[apCTBYeT TUINMHA; YeAUHEHUE U
JIeHb HeXXaT BooOpazkeHWe; OHO BOCIIJIaMeHseTCsl CJIeTKa, Clierka 3aKuIlaeT, Kak Bofa B KodelHUKe
CTapoy MaTpeHH!, KoTopas 6e3MsATEeKHO BO3UTCS PSIIOM, B KyXHe, CTpsIas CBOM KyXapO4YHHIN Kode.
BoT 0HO yXKe clerka mpophIBaeTCsl BCIBIIIKAMM, BOT yKe U KHHUTA, B3sgTasd 0e3 Ileld U Haymauy,
BHIIIalaeT U3 PYK MOEro MedTaTels, He [OLIeAIIero u [0 TpeThel cTpaHuIlkl. Boo6paxeHue ero
CHOBA HACTPOEHO, BO30YXKIEHO, ¥ BAPYT OISTh HOBLIM MUP, HOBasi, OUapoBaTe/ibHas XKU3Hb OJIeCHYTIA
mepen HUM B OnecTsined cBoel mepcrmekTuBe. HoBHIM COH — HOBoe cyactue! HoBHIM mpuem
YyTOHUYEHHOro, ciagoctpacTHoro sapa! O, 4To eMy B Halleu gelicTBuTenbHOU ku3nu! Ha ero
MOOKYTJIEHHBIM B3TJISI, MBI C BaMM, HacTeHbKa, XKMBEM TaK JIEHWBO, MeIJIEHHO, BSIJI0; Ha €ro B3TJIA,



MHI BCe TaK HEOBOIbHEI Halllelo CyIb0010, TaK TOMUMCS Halllelo XXu3Hbio! [la u BIIpaBaOy, CMOTPHUTE, B
caMOM [iejie, KaK Ha MepBBIM B3TJISAM BCe MEeXAYy HaMU X0JIOAHO, YTPIOMO, TOYHO CEPAUTO... «begHbie!»
— myMaeT MO¥ MeuTaTenb. [la ¥ He IUBO, YTO gymaeT! [TocMoTpuTe Ha 3TH BOIIIeOHEIe TPU3PAKH,
KOTOPBIE TaK 04apOBATEJIbHO, TaK MPUXOTINBO, TaK 0e30peKHO M MIMPOKO CaraloTcs mepen HUM B
TaKoM BOIIEOHOM, ONYIIEBIEHHOM KapTHHE, TTie Ha IIepBOM IIJIaHe, TIEPBLIM JIUIIOM, V3K KOHEYHO, OH
caM, Halll Me4TaTellb, CBOEI0 MOPoroio ocobow. [TocMoTpuTe, Kakue pa3HooOpa3Hble IPUKITIOUEHNS],
Kako¥ OeCKOHEUYHHIN POM BOCTOPXKEHHBIX rpe3. Brl cipocuTe, MOXKET OBITh, 0 4eM OH MeuTaeT? K
yeMy 3TO chpamuBaTh! ma 060 BceM... 00 pPoJM I03Ta, CHAavYalla He NPU3HAHHOTO, a IIOTOM
yBEHYAHHOTO; 0 Ipyxk0e ¢ 'opmanom; BapdhonomeeBckas Houb, [IluaHa BepHOH, repoiickasi poib IIpu
B3aTuu Kazanu MBanoMm BacunbeBuuem, Knapa Mos6paii, EBdpus [enc, cobop npenatoB u ['yc nepep
HUMHU, BOCCTaHNe MepTBeloB B PobepTe (moMHUTe MY3HIKY? KnagouileM maxHeT!), MunHa u bpeHpa,

cpaxeHue npu bepe3une, yTeHue 1M03Mul y rpabunu B-ii-[I-i, [TlauToH, Kneonartpa e i suoi amanti,[ll
noMuk B KojloMHe, CBO# yTOJIOK, a IIOMJIE MUJIOE CO3[laHKE, KOTOPOE CIYIIaeT BaCc B 3UMHUU BeUep,
PacKpHIB POTUK UM THa3KH, KakK CIyIlaeTe BHl Telepb MeHS, MOM MalleHbKUW aHTeNlb4yuK... HerT,
HacreHbKa, 4TO eMy, 4TO eMy, CIagOCTPaCTHOMY JIEHUBILY, B TOM XKH3HH, B KOTOPYIO HaM TakK X04eTCs
C BaMU? OH JyMaeT, 4TO 3T0 OefHas, XaJjikasd XKU3Hb, HE IpeAyrafgbiBasi, YTO U [JIS HETO, MOXKET
ObIT, KOTHa-HUOYIb MPOOLET TPYCTHHEIM Yac, KOTHa OH 3a OJMH [IeHb 3TOM JKaJIKOU KU3HU OTHAACT BCE
cBou (haHTACTUYECKUe TOMH, U ellle He 3a PajioCTh, He 3a CUaCTue OTHACT, U BLHIOMpPATh HE 3aX0YET B
TOT 4YacC TPYCTH, PaCKasiHUS ¥ HeBo30paHHOT0 rops. Ho mokamecT ele He HaCTalo OHO, 3TO TPO3HOE
BpeMs, — OH HUYero He XKeJlaeT, IOTOMY 4YTO OH BBHIIIE JKeJlaHuH, IOTOMY YTO C HUM BCe, IIOTOMY 4YTO
OH TIPECHIIEH, TOTOMY YTO OH CaM XYOOXKHUK CBOEH XKU3HU U TBOPUT ee cebe KaxK[bli Yac 110 HOBOMY
Ipou3BONy. M BeOb Tak J€TrK0, TakK HaTypaJlbHO CO3[aeTCsd 3TOT CKa304YHBIM, PaHTaCTUUYECKUU MUD!
Kak OynaTo u BOpsMb Bce 9TO He npu3spak! [IpaBo, BEpUTH TOTOB B MHYIO MUHYTY, YTO BCS 9Ta XKU3Hb
He BO30yXK[IeHUS YyBCTBA, He MUpaxk, He 00MaH BOOOpaxKeHus, a YTO 3TO U BIPSIMb JeHCTBUTENIBHOE,
HacTosee, cymee! OTyero X, cKkaxurte, HacTeHbKa, OTUEr0 XK€ B TaKMe MUHYTHl CTECHAETCS OyX?
0TYero Xxe KaKHM-TO BOJIIIeOCTBOM, II0 KaKOMY-TO HEBEJOMOMY IIPOM3BOJIY YCKOPSIETCS MYILC,
OpBI3KYT CJIe3bl U3 I'JIa3 MeuTaTelsl, TOPAT ero OjefHble, YBIaXKeHHbIe IIIeKU U TaKOM HeoTpa3uMou
OTpafo¥ HaIlONHSETCS BCe CyllecTBOBaHUe ero? OTUero xe 1ejblie 0eCCOHHbIE HOUM MPOXOAAT Kak
OIUH MUT, B HEUCTOIIMMOM BECEJINU U CYaCTHH, U Korfa 3aps 0JeCHET PO30BEIM JIyYOM B OKHA U
PacCcBeT OCBETUT yTPIOMYIO0 KOMHATy CBOMM COMHUTEJNBHEIM (paHTAaCTUYECKHUM CBETOM, KaK y Hac, B
[TeTepOypre, Halll MeYTaTelNbh, YTOMIEHHBIN, U3MYy4YeHHBIH, OpocaeTcss Ha MOCTEJNIb U 3aCHIIAeT B
3aMHUPAHUIX OT BOCTOPTa CBOEro 00JIe3HEHHO-IIOTPSICEHHOTO IyXa U C TaK0I0 TOMUTEJIbHO-CIIaAKO0
6onbio B cepaue? Ma, HacTenbka, oOMaHeIlbCs U HEBOJBHO BUyXkKe MMOBEPUIIb, YTO CTPACTh
HaCcTosIlasi, UCTHHHAS BOJHYET [AYIIy ero, HeBOJIbHO IOBEPHIIEL, YTO €CTh KHUBOE, 0CSI3aeMO€E B €T0
OecnnoTHBIX rpe3ax! M Bemb Kakoii 00MaH — BOT, HapuMep, I000Bb COIlINIa B €T0 TPYAb CO BCEIO
HEHCTOLIUMOIO PafioCThi0, CO BCEMU TOMUTEIbHBIMUA MYy4YEHUSIMHU... TOIBKO B3TISHUTE Ha HEro U
ybenuTtech! BepuTe nu B, Ha HETO TN, Muilasgs HacTeHbKa, YTO NEWCTBUTENIBHO OH HUKOTMA He
3HaJ TOM, KOTOPYIO OH TakK 100U B CBOEM UCCTYIJIEHHOM MeuTaHuu? HeyxXenu OH TONBKO U BUOET
ee B OHUX 000/ILCTUTENbHBIX IIPU3paKax U TOJILKO JIMIIL CHUJIACh €My 3Ta CcTpacTh? Heyxkenu u
BIIPSIMb He IIPOIUIN OHU PyKa B PYKY CTOJBKO I'OJIOB CBOEU XKU3HU — OOHU, BOABOEM, OTOPOCHB BECh
MUD U COEOUHUB KazKIbIM CBOYM MUP, CBOIO XKU3Hb C KU3HBIO Apyra? Heyxkenu He OHA, B IO3IHUM Yac,
KOT[a HacTaja pas3/liykKa, He OHA Jiexalla, phHaas ¥ TOCKYsS, Ha TPYOH ero, He CabIIa 6ypwu,
pasbIrpaBIIeiics Moy CypoBEIM HEOOM, He CIIBIIIA BETPa, KOTOPHIY CPHIBAI M YHOCUII CJIE3bHI C YePHBIX
pecHull ee? Heyxkenu Bce 3T0 OblJla Me4YTa — U 3TOT Cafl, YHHIIbEIM, 3a0POIIEHHBN U OQUKUM, C
IOPOXKaMHU, 3aPOCIINMU MXOM, YeIUHEHHBIN, YTPIOMBINA, TAe OHM TaK YaCTO XOOUIIU BABOEM,
HaOesIUCh, TOCKOBANIU, MO0UIHU, MIOOUIM OPYT Opyra TakK HOJro, «TakK AONTro U HeXHO»! U aToT
CTPaHHBIM, MPafelOBCKUU [OM, B KOTOPOM XKHJa OHa CTONBKO BPeMEHH YeIUHEHHO U T'PYCTHO C
CTaphIM, YI'PIOMBIM MYXK€eM, BEUHO MOJTYAIMBHIM U XKEJTYHHIM, IIYTaBIIUM UX, POOKUX, KaK [IeTeH,
VHBITIO U 00SI3/IMBO TAUBIIUX OPYT OT ApyTa M060Bb CBOI0? Kak OHM My4YHUIIUCh, KaK 00SITHCh OHHU, KaK
HEBUHHA, 4ucTa OblJia X J000Bb U Kak (yX pasymeercs, HacTenbka) 37el Oviu miopu! M, 60xke MoH,
HeyXKeJld He ee BCTPETHJI OH IIOTOM, faJieKo OT OeperoB CBOeM POAMHE, IOA YyKUM HeOOM,



IONyOeHHHIM, )XapK/UM, B IUBHOM Be4HOM ropofe, B Ojecke 0Oaja, Ipu rpoMe MY3HIKH, B Iananiio
(HempeMeHHO B Iaallo), TOTOHYBIIEM B MOPE OTHEM, Ha 3TOM 0ajKOHe, YBUTOM MUPTOM U PO3aMH,
TIe OHA, y3HAB ero, Tak IIOCIENIHO CHsSJIa CBOI0 MacCKy M, IpolemnTtas: «d cBoOomHa», 3agpoxkas,
Opocumnacs B ero 00bATHS, U BCKPUKHYB OT BOCTOPra, IPUKAaBIIUCEh APYT K APYTY, OHU B OOUH MUT
3a0BIIHM U TOpe, ¥ pas3NyKy, ¥ BCe MyUeHUs, U YyTPIOMHIH IOM, ¥ CTapuKa, U MPaYHHLIY cafl B faleKou
pOOWHE, U CKaMeUKy, Ha KOTOPOH, C IOCJIeIHUM CTPACTHHIM IOIleJIyeM, OHa BEIpHIBajlach U3
3aHeMeBIINX B OTUasSHHOU MyKe 00bsATHU ero... O, cornacutecs, HacTeHbKa, YTO BCIIOPXHEIILCSH,
CMYTHUIIBCS U IOKpaCHeelllb, KaK LIKOJbHUK, TOJIBKO YTO 3alMXaBIIWHU B KapMaH YKpageHHOe U3
cocenHero capa s6710K0, KOT[la KaKOU-HUOYOb AIMHHEIN, 3M0POBHIY IIapeHb, Becelbyak u Oanmaryp,
Balll He3BAHHIM NIPUATENb, OTBOPUT Ballly BePb U KPUKHET, Kak Oy[ATo HUYero He OwIBajo: «A s, Opart,
cuo MuHyTy U3 [TaBmoBcka!» boxe Mou! crapeiii rpad ymep, HacTaeT HeU3pedyeHHOe cYyacTue, — TyT
JIronu npre3xatoT u3 [IaBioscka!

¢ maTeTWyecKu 3aMOJIYall, KOHYMB MOU IATETHYECKHUE BO3TJIACH. [IOMHIO, YTO MHE yKaCHO XOTEI0Ch
KaK-HHOYOb Yepes3 CHIIy 3aX0X0TaTh, IOTOMY YTO S YK€ YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BO MHE 3allI€BEJIUICS KaKOH-
TO BpaxkaeOHBIN 6eCEHOK, YTO MHe yKe HaYKMHAJI0 3aXBaThIBAaTh I'OPJIO, MOOEPTUBATH TOAOOPOIOK U
yT0 BCce OoJiee u Oojiee BlaxkKHeNU I1a3a Mou... d oxupan, uyto HacTeHbka, KoTopas Ciyllajna MeHs,
OTKPHIB CBOM YMHEIE TJIa3KH, 3aX0X0UET BCEM CBOMM [IETCKUM, HEYOEPKUMO BECEJIHIM CMEeX0M, U yXKe
packauBajcs, YTO 3alllesl Jajeko, YTO HalpacHO paccKa3as TO, YTO yXkKe JaBHO HAKUIIEJIO B MOEM
cepale, 0 YeM 5 MOT TOBOPHUTH KakK IMO-MMUCAHOMY, TOTOMY YTO YK€ JAaBHO MPUTOTOBUII ST HAfl CAMUM
c000¥ IIPUTOBOP, U TEIeph He yaepxKascs, 4To0 He MPOYeCTh ero, MPU3HATLCS, HE 0XKUIAsI, YTO MEHS
IOMMYT; HO, K YIUBJIEHHUIO MOEMY, OHa IIPOMOJT4asa, Iorofas HEMHOI'0 CJerka Imoxajia MHe PYKY Hu C
KaKUM-TO POOKUM y4aCTHEM CIIPOCHJIA:

— Hey}KeJ'II/I B B CaMOM [eJi€ BEI TaK IIPOZKUJIKN BCIO CBOIO XKU3HB?
— Bcro xu3ub, HacTeHbka, — 0TBeYal 5, — BCIO XKU3Hb, U, KaXeTCsd, TakK U OKOH‘-IY!

— Hert, 9TOr0 HENMB3SsT, — CKa3ajla OHa OECIIOKONHO, — 3TOTO He OyHeT; 9Tak, IOXKaNyH, u s TPOXKUBY
BCIO KM3HB mopyie 6abymku. [TociynaiiTe, 3HaeTe JIK, YTO 3TO BOBCE HEXOPOIIIO TaK KUTH?

— 3Hato, HacTeHbKa, 3Haw! — BCKpHUyYarn s, He yaepxkuBasa 60ee CBOero 4yBcTBa. — Y Temepsb 3HAI0
Oorbille, YeM KOTfa-HHOYyOb, YTO ST HApOM IIOTePSI Bce cBou myuInue romwl! Temeps 3To 5 3HAMO, U
YyBCTBYI0 00JIbHEe OT TaKOTO CO3HaHMsA, noToMy uTo CaMm Bor mocman MHe Bac, Moero no6poro
aHrena, 4Tob cKa3aTh MHE 3TO U JI0Ka3aThb. Teleps, KOorga s CUXKY IOAJe Bac ¥ FOBOPIO C BaMU, MHE
y&K ¥ CTpaIlIHO IMOAyMaTh 0 OyayieM, MOTOMY YTO B OyAylleM — ONSTh OOUHOYECTBO, OMAThH 3Ta
3aTxJias, HeHyKHas XU3Hb; U 0 4eM MeuTaTh OygeT MHe, KOT[a g yXKe HagBy IOfAJie Bac OBIT Tak
cyactius! O, 6ymbTe 01ar0CIOBEHHEI, BB, MUJIas OEBYIIKA, 3@ TO, YTO He OTBEPTJIM MEHS C ITePBOTO
pa3sa, 3a TO, YTO yXKe g MOT'y CKa3aTh, UTO 51 KUJI XOTh [jBa Beuyepa B MOeU KU3HU!

— Ox, HeT, HeT! — 3akpuyana HacTeHbka, U ce3uMHKHU 3a0IucTany Ha rjaa3ax ee, — HET, TakK He
OymeT Gosbllle; MBI TaK He paccTaHeMcs! YTo Takoe Ba Beuepa!

— Ox, Hactenbka, HacTeHnbka! 3HaeTe 71, KaK HAfOJT'0 BBl TOMUPUIIA MEHS C CaMUM C00010? 3HaeTe
JIM, 4TO yXKe s Temnepb He Oyny o cebe OymMaTh TakK Xymo, KakK JyMasl B MHbIe MUHYTH? 3HaeTe JIk, YTO
yXKe s, MOXeT ObITh, He Oyngy 6ojlee TOCKOBATh O TOM, YTO CHeJjlaj MPEeCTYIJIeH’e U Tpex B Moei
JKW3HU, IIOTOMY 4YTO TakKas XH3Hb €CTh IpPeCTyljeHue u rpex? M He gymaliTe, 4T00 1 BaM
IpeyBenuYuBai 4To-HuOyAb, pagu Bora, He gymaiiTe aToro, HacTeHbka, IOTOMY YTO Ha MEHS MHOTIA
HaAXOOsT MUHYTHl TAaKOM TOCKM, TAaKOH TOCKH... [IoTOMYy 4UTO MHe yxKe HauyWHaeT Ka3aThCsS B ITHU
MUHYTH, YTO S HUKOT[A He CIOCO0eH HayaTh XKUTb HACTOSIIEI0 XKU3HUIO; IOTOMY YTO MHE yiKe
Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO S TIOTEPSIJT BCIKUM TAKT, BCIKOE UyThbe B HACTOSIIEM, HEMCTBUTEILHOM; IIOTOMY 4TO,
HaKOHell, s IPOKJIXHAJ caM cebsi; MOTOMY 4YTO Iocjie Moux ¢aHTAaCTUYeCKHUX HOUEW Ha MeHS yxKe



HaXO[SIT MUHYTHl OTPE3BJIEHUS, KOTOPBIE YKacHBI! MeXKIy TeM CIIbIIINIIb, KaK KPyroM Te0s TPEMUT U
KPYXUTCSA B XKMU3HEHHOM BUXpE JIIOJICKas TOJIa, CJbIININD, BUOUIIb, KaK XKUBYT JIIOOU, — KUBYT
HasBy, BUJUIIND, YTO XKU3HB [JI HUX He 3aKa3aHa, YTO UX XKHU3Hb HE pPa3JIeTUTCS, KaK COH, Kak
BHIEHME, UTO UX XKU3Hb BEYHO OOHOBIISAIONIASCS, BEYHO IOHAS ¥ HU OIUH Yac ee HEI0X0XK Ha APYIou,
TOTJla KaK YHbI/Ia ¥ [0 IIOLIJIOCTH OfHOOOpa3Ha myrnuBas GaHTas3us, paba TeHu, uneu, paba mepBoro
o0j1aKa, KOTOpOe BHE3aIlHO 3aCTeJIeT COJIHIIE X COXKMEeT TOCKOI0 HacTosIlee eTepOyprckoe cepale,
KOTOpO€e TaK HOPOKUT CBOUM COJIHIIEM, — a Y& B TOCKe Kakas ¢aHTa3usi! YyBCTByelllb, YTO OHA
HaKOHeI[ YCTaeT, UCTOIIAaeTCsI B BeYHOM HANPSXKEHUU, 3Ta Heucmou,umasa ¢haHTa3us, IOTOMY YTO
Be[Ib MyxKaelllb, BEIKHBAEIh U3 ITPEKHUX CBOUX UIEaJIOB: OHM Pa30UBaIOTCS B ITbLIb, B 00JIOMKH; €CITH
K HEeT Opyroi XKWU3HU, TaK IPUXOAUTCS CTPOUTH €€ U3 ITHUX Ke 00JIOMKOB. A MeX[Jy TeM HEero-To
OPYTroro MPOCHUT U xo4eT ayma! M HampacHO MedTaTenb POETCS, KaK B 307I€, B CBOHUX CTaphIX
MeYTaHUsX, UIlla B 3TOM 3071 XOTh KaKOW-HUOYOb HCKOPKY, YTOO pa3nyTh ee, BO30OHOBIEHHLIM OTHEM
IPUTPETh ITOXOJIONEeBINee Cepylle ¥ BOCKPECUTh B HEM CHOBA BCe, YTO OLIIO IMPeXae TaK MHUJIO, YTO
TPOTAJo AYIIy, YTO KUISITUIIO KPOBb, UTO BRIPHIBAJIO CJIE3Hl M3 I'Jla3 M TaK POCKOIIHO 06MaHKIBAIO!
3Haete 14, HacTeHbKa, [0 4ero s Homiesn? 3HaeTe Jid, YTO g yKe NPUHYKAEH CIPaBIiTh TOOOBIIUHY
CBOUX OIIYIIEeHHUH, TOJOBIIUHY TOTO, YTO OBIJIO Ipexkae TaK MUJIO, YeTO B CYIIHOCTH HUKOTHA HE
OBIBajio, — IOTOMY YTO 3Ta TOAOBIIMHA CIIPaBIsAETCS BCe IO TeM XKe TIyNbM, OeCIJIOTHHM
MeUYTaHUSIM, — ¥ [IeJlaTh 9TO, IOTOMY 4YTO M 3THX-TO TJIYIIBIX MEUYTAHUMN HET, 3aTEM, UTO HEUEM UX
BHIKUTh: BeJIb ¥ MEUTHl BEIXKUBAIOTCS! 3HAETe JIU, YTO 5 000 Teleph MPUIIOMHUTE U TOCETUTH B
U3BECTHBEIM CPOK Te MecCTa, rfae ObJI CHACTIUB KOT[a-TO MO-CBOEMY, JTI00JII0 TIOCTPOUTH CBOE
HacTosdIlee Moy laf yxKe 6e3B03BPaTHO MPOIIeAIIeMy U YacTo OpoXKYy Kak TeHb, 6€3 HyXKar 1 6e3
IIeJId, YHBIJIO U TPYCTHO 1O NeTepOyprcKUM 3akKoyJiKaM X ynuillaM. Kakue Bce BOCIIOMHHaHUS!
[TpunoMuHaeTCcs, HaIpuUMep, YTO BOT 30eCh POBHO I'Of] TOMY Ha3all, POBHO B 3TO XK€ BPEMS, B 3TOT XKe
yac, M0 3TOMY ke TPOoTyapy OpoOui TakK Xe OOMHOKO, TaK e YHBIJIO, Kak U Temeps! U
IPUIIOMUHAEIh, YTO ¥ TOTHA MEeYTHI ObIJIM TPYCTHEI, ¥ XOTh U IIPexk[e ObIJIO He JIy4Ile, HO BCe KaK-TO
YyBCTBYe€Illb, YTO KakK OyATO M Jerde, U MOKOMHee ObIJIO XKUTh, YTO He OBIJIO 3TOM YePHOU OYMEI,
KOTOpas Telleph IIPUBsS3anach KO MHE; YTO He OBIJIO 9TUX YIPHI3€HUM COBECTH, YTPHI3EHUHN MpPAUYHBIX,
YTPIOMEBIX, KOTOPElE HU [HEM, HU HOYbIO Tellepb He JaloT MokKos. M cmpamrBaenb cebs: Toe xe
MEUTHl TBOU? U MMOKAYUBAEIL T'OJI0BOI0, TOBOPHUIIIL: KaK OBICTPO JIETAT rogwl! M omsTh cIpalinBaelb
cebsi: 4TO Ke THI CAeJlal C CBOMMHU rofaMu? Ky[a Thl CXOPOHHUII CBOe JyuIinee BpeMs? Thl KU UIU
HeT? CMOTPH, ToBopHIbL cebe, CMOTPH, KaK Ha CBETe CTAHOBUTCS X0l0gHO. Elle mpoiiayT rofbl, 1 3a
HUMHU IIPUAET YTPIOMOE OOUHOYECTBO, MPUMET C KIIOKOU Tpscydas CTapoCTh, a 3a HUMHU TOCKa U
yHBIHEE. [To6rienHeeT TBOM (aHTACTHUYECKUM MUP, 3aMPYT, YTOHYT MEUTHl TBOH M OCHIIIIIIOTCS, KakK
JKeJTHe NMUCThS C mepeBbeB... O, HacTeHbka! Beb IpycTHO OYOEeT OCTaBaThCS OJHOMY, OMHOMY
COBEPIIEHHO, U HaXKe He UMEeThb Yero MmoxajaeTb — HAYEro, POBHO HUYEro... IOTOMY 4YTO BCe, YTO
TIOTEPSIJI-TO, BCE 3TO, BCe OBIIIO HUYTO, TTIYIIBIN, KPYTJIEIN HYJb, OBLIIO OIHO JIMIIb Me4YTaHbe!

— Hy, He pasxanobnuBaiTe MeHs Oosbine! — mporoBopuiia HacTeHbKa, yTUpas CIe3WHKY, KOTOpas
BBIKAQTHUJIACh U3 I'Jla3 ee. — Temepb KoHUeHO! Terneps Mb OyoeM BOBOEM; TEIEPhb, UYTO HU CITYYHUChH CO
MHOU, YK MBI HUKOTla He paccTaHeMmcs. [locnymanTte. A npocTas OeByllKa, 1 Majlo y4uiach, XOTS
MHe 0a0yIlKa ¥ HaHMMaJlla YYUTeJs; HO, IpaBo, S Bac MMOHKWMAI0, IIOTOMY YTO BCEe, YTO BH MHE
nepecKasajy Teleph, S YK caMma IIpoXKuila, Korga 6abymika MeHs IPUIINUINIa K iaTeio. KoHedHo,
s OBl TaK He paccKasaljla XOpOIlo, KaK Bl pacCKa3alu, S He y4uilach, — poOKo mpubaBuia OHa,
IIOTOMY 4YTO BCe ellle YyBCTBOBaJia KaKOe-TO yBaXeHHe K MOel MMaTeTU4YeCKOU Pedyd U K MOeMy
BEICOKOMY CJIOTY, — HO S O4YeHb pajia, YTO BH COBEPIIEHHO OTKPHIIACH MHe. Teleps S Bac 3HaAIO,
COBCeM, BCero 3Halo. M 3HaeTe 4TO? s BaM X04Uy paccka3aTh U CBOIO UCTOPUIO, BCIO 0€3 yTallKy, a BHI
MHe II0CJIe 3a TO HaJWTe COBET. Bl 04eHb YMHBIM YeloBeK; 00ellaeTech JIM B, YTO BH AagUTe MHE
3TOT COBET?

— Ax, HacTteHbKa, — oTBedanl g, — I XOTh U HUKOTJa He OB COBETHHUKOM, U TEM bomee YMHEIM
COBETHHUKOM, HO TellePb BHUXKY, YTO €CJIN MBI BCeraa 6YJ16M TaK 2KHUTH, TO 3TO GYI[GT KaK-TO O49€Hb



YMHO, ¥ KaXJBI{ JPYT APYTY HafjaeT MPeMHOro YMHEIX coBeToB! Hy, xopomenskass Mosi HacTeHbKa,
KaKoi ke BaM coBeT? ['0BOpUTE MHe MPSIMO; 51 TETEpPh Tak BECeJ, CHACT/IUB, CMEJ U YMEH, YTO 3a
CJIOBOM He I10JIe3y B KapMaH.

— Her, Het! — nepebuna HacTeHbKa, 3aCMeSBIINCh, — MHE HYXKeH He OfUH YMHBIA COBET, MHE
HYKEeH COBET CepMieyHbli, OpaTCKUM, TakK, KakK OBl BB YK€ BEK CBOMU JTIOOMIN MeHs!

— Hpet, HacTeHbka, umeT! — 3aKpuyas s B BOCTOPTe, — ¥ ecliu 0 5 yXKe OBaAlaTh JIeT Bac JTIO0HI, TO
BCe-TaKM He JII00uII ObI CHIbHEE TeIepeIrHero!

— Pyky Bamy! — cka3ana HacTeHbka.
— Bot oHa! — oTBeuarn f, momaBas e’ PyKy.

— HWTak, HauHeMTe MO0 UCTOPUIO!

HUctopusi HactTeHbKH

— ITonoBUHY UCTOPUM BHI YK€ 3HAETE, TO €CTh BHl 3HAETE, YTO Y MEHS eCTh cTapas OabyIka...
— Ecnu mpyras nojoBuHa Tak Xe Heflolra, KakK U 3Ta... — Iepedust OBII0 s 3aCMESBIINCE.

— Mornuurte u cnymaiite. [Ipexae Bcero yropop: He nepe0uBaTh MeHs, a He TO 51, T0XKaJyi, COOBIOCE.
Hy, cnymaiiTe xXe CMUPHO.

EcTb y MeHs cTapas 6abyika. {1 K Hel mmomasa elle 04eHb MaJeHbKOM IeBOUKOM, IIOTOMY 4YTO V MEHS
yMepnu u MaTh U oTell. Hamo mymats, uTo Oabyirka Oblia mpexkpae 6orade, IOTOMY 4YTO U TENEPD
BCIIOMUHAET O Ny4iux gHsX. OHa XKe MeHs BHYYHIIa M0-QPAHIY3CKH U IIOTOM HaHsIa MHE VIUTEeNIs.
Korma mHe ObIJIO MATHAAUATH JIeT (@ Temeph MHe CeMHAAIATh), YYUTHCS MBI KOHYMIU. BOT B 3TO
BpeMs S U HalllaJiuiia; YK 4YTO S COejlajia — S BaM He CKaXy; HOBOJIBHO TOTO, YTO IMMPOCTYIOK OBII
HebOonbImoi. Tonbko 6abyIika mogo3Baia MeHsT K cefe B OJHO YTPO U CKas3alla, YTO TakK KakK OHa
cjlella, TO 3a MHOM He YCMOTPHUT, B3sja OyaBKy U MPHULINUIKIIA MOe IJlaThe K CBOEMY, fia TyT U
CKasaja, 4TO TaK MbI OyIeM BCIO XXKM3Hb CU[IETh, €CJIM, PA3yMEeTCs, s He cHenaloch nyyire. OmHUM
CJIOBOM, B IIepPBO€ BpPeMsI OTONTH HUKAK Heab3s ObIIO: M paboTall, ¥ YuUTal, U YYUCh — BCe IOMJIe
6abymku. f ObI10 ToTpoOoBaa CXUTPUTh OOUH pa3 U YTOBOPHUJIA CECTh Ha Moe MecTo dekiy. dekna
— Hamra pa0oTHHIIA, OHa ryxa. Pekra cela BMeCTO MeHsT; 6a0yIIKa B 3T0 BpeMs 3acHyJjIa B Kpeciax,
a s oTIpaBuiach Heganeko K moapyre. Hy, xyno u koHuunoch. babyiika 6e3 MeHsI IPOCHYIach U 0O
YeM-TO CIIPOCHIIa, AyMas, YTO S BCe ellle CUXKY CMUPHO Ha MecTe. Oekna-To BUOUT, 4TO GabyIika
CIIpAIllMBAET, a caMa He CJIBIIIUT PO YTO, AyMaJa, fyMaja, 4To e JefaTh, OTCTerHyna OyIaBKy ma u
nycTuaach 6exars...

TYT HacTeHbKa OCTaHOBMJIACh U Hadalla X0X0TaTh. 4 3acMesisics BMecTe ¢ Heo. OHa ToTdac xke
InepecTaiia.

— TlocnymaiitTe, BH He cMeHTech Haf 0a0yIIKoOi. DTO S CMEIOCh, OTTOTO YTO CMeIIHO... YTo ke
nenath, Korga 6abyiika, IpaBo, Takas, a TOJIBKO 51 ee BCe-TaKU HEeMHOXKKO mo6m0. Hy, ma Torga u
IOCTAJIOCh MHE: TOTYAC MEHS OISITh IIOCAAUIIU Ha MECTO ¥ YK HU-HH, IIE€BEJIbHYTHCS ObIJIO HEJTh3S.

Hy-c, s BaM elle mo3abblyla CKa3aTh, YTO ¥ HAC, TO €CTh Y 0A0YIIKUH CBOM [IOM, TO €CTh MaJIeHbKUH
IIOMUK, BCETO TPY OKHA, COBCEM [IePEBSTHHEIM ¥ TAaKOH K€ CTaphll, Kak 0abyIika; a HaBepXy Me30HHH;
BOT ¥ Iepeexasl K HaM B ME30HUH HOBHIN JKHUJIEII...

— Cramo ObITh, ORI ¥ CTAPBINA XKUJTEI? — 3aMETHII ST MUMOXOMIOM.



— Yx KoHeuHO, OblJI, — OoTBeuasia HacTeHbKa, — ¥ KOTOPHIM yMeJl MOJTYaTh Jydine Bac. [IpaBaa, yx
OH efIBa SI3BIKOM BOpOYaJs. ITO OBII CTAPUYOK, CYyXO0M, HEMOH, CJIeTIOH, XPOMOM, TaK YTO HAaKOHEIl eMy
CTaJI0 HelIb3s XKUTh Ha CBETE, OH U YMeP; a 3aTeM U IMOHAH0OMICS HOBBIM XKUJIEl, IOTOMY YTO HaM
0e3 KHUJTbIIAa XKUTh HEJIb3S: 3T0 ¢ 6aOYIKUHBIM IIEHCUOHOM IIOYTH BECh Halll 4oxox. HoBhIM XKujel Kak
Hapo4HO OBIJT MOJIOAOM YenoBeK, He3MelTHu, 3ae3kuil. Tak Kak OH He ToproBajcs, To 6abylika u
IyCTHIIa €T0, a IIOTOM U chpalnuBaeT «4to, HacTeHbKa, HAI KUJIEll MOJIOAOM AN HeT?» f1 conraTh
He xoTena: «Tak, roBopi, 0abymKka, He To 4T06 COBCeM MOJIOOOM, a Tak, He cTapuk». «Hy, u
IPUSATHOM HaPYyKHOCTU?» — cupamuBaeT 6abyirka

4 onsATh NraTh He X0uy. «Jla, MPUSITHOM, TOBOPIO, HAapyKHOCTHU O6abymka!» A 6abyiiKa roBoput: «Ax!
Haka3aHbe, HakKa3aHbe! {1 3TO BHYyuYKa, Tebe IS TOTO rOBOPIO, 4YTOO TH Ha HET0 He 3aCMaTpPUBAJach.
OKOU BeK KaKou! Mmogu, TaKOW MENIKUU XKUJIel], a BeOb TOXe NPUATHOU HApPyXKHOCTHU: HE TO B
cTapuny!»

A 6abymke Bce Obl B cTapuHy! Y Mojoxke-T0o oHa OblJIa B CTapUHY, U COJIHIIE-TO OBIJIO B CTAPUHY
TeIJiee, ¥ CJIMBKY B CTAPUHY He TaK CKOPO KUCJIH, — BCe B cTapuHy! BOT 51 cuxky u Moy, a npo ce6s
IyMalo: 4To Xe 3T0 6abylrka caMa MeHs HaJJOyMJIMBaeT, CIIPAIlluBaeT, XOPOII JIX, MOJIOT JIX XKUJIel?
Ila TONMBKO TaK, TOJBKO MOAYMana, U TYT e CTajla ONsTh MEeTIU CYUTATh, YYJIOK BSI3aTh, @ IOTOM
coBceM no3abrlia.

BoT pa3 moyTpy K HaM ¥ MPUXOOUT KUJIEI, CIPOCUTh O TOM, YTO €My KOMHATYy obeInany 000aMu
okneutsb. Cr10BO 3a €10BO, 6adyIka ke O00NTIUBA, U TOBOPUT: "Cxonu, HacTeHbKa, KO MHE B CIIAJIBHIO,
IPUHECHU CYeTHl. f ToT4Yac Ke BCKOYMIIA, BCS, HE 3HAIO OTYEro, MOKpacCHesa, la ¥ mo3abklia, 4To
CHXKY IPUIINUIeHHAs; HEeT, YT00 TUXOHBKO OTIINHUJIATH, YTOOH KUjell He BUOAJI, — pPBaHy/lach Tak,
yTo 0a0yIIKMHO Kpecjio moexasno. Kak s yBupena, 4To XKHJell BCe Telleph y3HaAI PO MeHd,
TIOKpacHeJla, CTaja Ha MecTe KaK BKOIAHHAS [a BOPYT ¥ 3aljlakaja, — TakK CTBIIHO U TOPBKO CTAJo B
3Ty MHHYTY, YTO XOTh HA CBeT He rnusageTh! Babymka KpuduT: «UTO K THl CTOULIB?» — a s ellle
nyie... 2Kusel, Kak yBUeJ, YBUAEJ, YTO MHE €T0 CTHIIHO CTaJIo0, OTKJIaHSJICS ¥ TOTYac yues!

C Tex mop s, 4yTh IIYM B CEHSIX, KaK MepTBas. BoT, mymaro, xkumiel uaeT, a IOTUXOHbKY Ha BCSIKUU
ciydai u otmnuiio 0ynmaBky. TonbKo Bce OB HE OH, He mpuxonui. [IpoIio ABe Hegenu; XKujell u
IPUCHITIAET CKa3aTh ¢ KoM, YTO y HEr0 KHUT MHOTO (PAHIy3CKHUX M YTO BCE XOPOIIKMe KHUTH, TaK
YTO MOXKHO YHUTaTh; TaK He xodeT nu O6abymika, 4Tob S ux el mouuTana, 4Tobd He OBIJIO CKY4YHO?
Baby1mka cornacuniack ¢ 61arogapHOCThIO, TOJTBKO BCE CIIpallliBajia, HDABCTBEHHBIE KHUTHU UJU HET,
IIOTOMY 4TO eCJIM KHUTH 6e3HPaBCTBEHHEIE, Tak Tebe, roBOpUT, HacTeHbKa, YNTATh HUKAK HEJb3s, THI
OYPHOMY HAy4HUIIThCS.

— A yemy X Hayuych, 6a0ymka? YTo TaM HalucaHO?

— Al roBOpPUT, ONIMCAHO B HUX, KaK MOJIOAbIe IO CO0/Ia3HAI0T O1aroHpaBHLIX IeBHUIll, KaK OHU, IIO[
IIPEeAI0TOM TOTO, YTO XOTSAT UX B3SATh 3a ce0s, YBO3SAT UX U3 JOMY POAUTEIBCKOTO, KaK IMOTOM
OCTaBJIAIOT 3TUX HECYACTHHIX JEBUIl Ha BOIIO CyObOBI M OHM NOTU0AI0T CaMBIM IIaY€BHEIM 00pa3oM.
4, — roBoput 6abyIiKa, — MHOTO TaKUX KHUXKEK YWTaja, U BCe, TOBOPUT, TakK IPEKPaCHO ONUCAHO,
YTO HOYb CU[IMIIL, TUXOHBKO YMUTaellb. Tak THl, TOBOPUT, HacTeHbKa, CMOTpH, UX He NPo4YTU. Kakux
3TO, TOBOPHUT, OH KHUT IIPUCTIan?

— A Bce Banbrepa CkoTTa poMaHEl, OaOyIiKa.

— Banbrepa CkoTTa poMaHbl! A MONTHO, HET JIX TYT KaKUX-HUOy[Ob mamHei? [locMoTpu-Ka, He
TIOJIOXKHUJI JTX OH B HUX KaKOW-HUOY/Ib JTI0O0BHOM 3aMMCOYKHU?

— Her, roBopio, 6aby1ika, HET 3aMKUCKHU.



— Jla THI TIOZ IEPEIIETOM IIOCMOTDPHY; OHU MHOTTIA B EPEIUIeT 3aluxaioT, Pa300iHUKY! ..
— Her, 6a0ymika, 1 of IepemnaeToM HeT HU4ero.
— Hy 10-TO Xe!

Bot MbI ¥ Hauanu yuTaTh BanbTep-CKOTTA U B KaKOW-HUOYIb MECSI] IIOUTH II0JIOBUHY IIPoYid. [ToToM
OH ellle ¥ ellle IpHuckNaj, [TymKrHa MPUCHIai, Tak YTO HaKOHeI] S 0e3 KHUT U ObITh He MOTJia U
nepecrTajia fymMaTh, Kak Obl BRIUTH 3a KUTAWCKOTO IIPUHIIA.

Taxk OvLI0 [eno, Koroa OfUH pa3 MHe CIIy4YUJI0Ch IOBCTPeYaThCs C HalllUM KUJIBIIOM Ha JIECTHHUIIE.
BaOymika 3a yeM-To nocnana MeHs. OH OCTaHOBHUJICS, 1 IIOKpacHesa, ¥ OH MOKpacCHEJ; OgHAKO
3aCMesiJics, 03I0PoBaICs, 0 6abyIIKMHOM 30POBLE CIIPOCUI ¥ TOBOPUT: «YUTO, BbI KHUTH MIPOUIIA?»
4 orBeuana: «IIpouyna». «4To XKe, TOBOPUT, BaM 00JIbIlle TOHPABUIOCh?» 4 u roBopio: «MBaHroe fma
[TymkuH Goblile BCeX TOHPABUINCH». Ha 3TOT pa3 TeM U KOHYUIIOCS.

Yepes HefesIo 1 eMy OISATh IOManach Ha JlecTHHUIe. B 9ToT pa3 6abyIKa He MMOCkhIala, @ MHe cCaMou
Hayo OBITIO 3a YeM-TO. BB TpeTuit 4ac, a KUJIell B 9TO BpeMs JOMOM IPUXOIHII.

«3gpaBcTByUTE!» — roBopur. A eMy: «3mpaBCTByUTE!»
— A 4TO, TOBOPUT, BaM He CKYYHO LIEJIbIN IeHb CUIETh BMecTe ¢ 6abyIIkom?

Kak oH 39TO y MeHs CIIpOCHUJ, 51, YK He 3HAI0 0TYEr0, MOKPACHEea, 3aCTHIONIIACh, U OISITh MHE CTaJIo
00UIHO, BUTHO OTTOTrO0, YTO YK APYTHeE IIPO 3TO [eJI0 PAcCIpauInBaTh cTainu. S yxk ObUIO X0Tesa He
OTBedYaTh U YUTH, [a CUJl He OBLIO.

— IlocnymiaiiTe, TOBOPUT, BE moOpast geBymka! M3BuHUTE, YTO S C BAMH TaK T'OBOPIO, HO, YBEPSIO
Bac, s BaM nyuirne 0a0OyuIky Baliel xkemnato gobpa. Y Bac mogpyr HET HUKAKUX, K KOTOPEIM OBl MOXKHO
OBLJIIO B TOCTH IOUTH?

¢ roBopIo, YTO HUKAKMX, YTO OBINIa OfHA, MaleHbKa, fa ¥ Ta B [ICKOB yexara.
— Ilocnywmante, TOBOPUT, XOTATE CO MHOIO B TeaTp I0eXaTh?

— B reaTp? Kak ke 6abymka-To?

— Jla BBI, TOBOPUT, TUXOHBKO OT 0AOyIIKH...

— Her, roBopto, 51 6a0yuiky oOMaHEIBaTh He x04y. [Ipomaiite-c!

— Hy, npoiaiiTe, TOBOpHUT, a caM HUYEro He CKa3al.

Tonbko mocine obefla ¥ MPUXOOUT OH K HaM; CeJI, JOJIT0 ToBopua ¢ 0abyIIKoM, paccrpalinuBa, 4To
OHa, BHIE3XKAET JTM KyHga-HuOYIb, €CTh TK 3HAKOMEIE, — [Ia BOAPYT ¥ TOBOPHUT: «A CETOHHS 51 OBLIO JI0KY
B3s111 B omepy; ,CeBUIbCKOTO IIUPIOJIbHUKA" JAl0T, 3HAKOMBIE €XaTh XOTENH, a TOTOM OTKa3aJlUuCh, Y
MEHS ¥ OCTAJICS OMJIeT Ha pyKax».

— «CeBUIBCKOTO LUPIONbHUKA»! — 3akpuyana 0abymka, — Oa 3TO TOT caMblid «IUPIONBHUK,
KOTOPOTO B CTAPUHY [aBajIu?

— Ia, TOBOPHUT, 3TO TOT caMbIlt <<]_[I/IpIOJ'IbHI/IK>>, — [da 1 B3TJIAHYJI HAa MEHA. Aga YXK BC€ IIOHAIIA,
IIOKPaCHeJIla, 1 Y MeHs cepAane OT O2KUOaHUA 3&1'[pr1"&]'[0!



— Ila KaK Xke, roBopuT 0abylIka, Kak He 3HaTh. f1 caMa B CTapUHY Ha [oMalllHeM TeaTpe Po3uny
urpana!

— Tax He XOTUTe JIM eXaTh CeTOOHS? — CKa3aJ XKujel. — Y MeHs OumneT IIpoIIagaeT Ke JapoM

— [la, moxarnyH, moegeM, ToBopuT 0abylIKa, 0T4Yero X He moexaTh? A BOT y MeHS HacTeHbKa B
TeaTpe HUKOTTa He Oblla

Boxke Mo, kKakas pagocTh! ToTyac ke Mbl coOpanuch, CHaPAAUIKCE U Mmoexanu. babymka X0Th U
Crerna, a Bce-TaKu ey XOTeJI0Ch MY3HIKY CIyLIaTh, fa, KPOMe TOTO, OHa CTapyIluka moOpas: 6obiie
MEHS MOTEILIUTh X0Tejla, CaMU-TO MBl HUKOTrAa Obl He coOpanuch. YK Kakoe OBIIO BIedaTiieHUuEe OT
«CeBHUIIbCKOT'0 IIUPIOIbHKAKA», S BaM He CKaxXy, TOJIbKO BO BECh 3TOT Bedep XKHUJIel] Halll TaK XOPOIIIo
CMOTpPEeJ Ha MeH$, TaK XOPOIIO TOBOPHJI, YTO g TOTYAC yBHUAENA, YTO OH MEeHS XOTeJl UCILITaTh
TIOYTPY, IPEOI0XKUB, 4T00 51 OfMHa ¢ HUM moexana. Hy, pagocTs Kakasi! CraTh 5 JieTnia Takasi ropaas,
Takas Becelas, Tak cepple OMUI0Ch, YTO CAellasach MaJeHbKas TUXOpPadKa U s BCI0O HOYb Opefduia o
«CeBUITbCKOM IIUPIOJILHUKE»

¢ mymara, 4To Imocje 9TOT0 OH Bce OymeT 3aXOOMTh Yalle W 4alle, — He TyT-TO Ob0. OH Mmo4TH
coBceM mepecTan. Tak, oguH pa3 B Mecsi, ObIBanao, 3alieT, ¥ TO TOJBKO C TeM, 4To0 B TeaTp
IPUTIIacUTh. Pa3a ABa MBI OMSATH MOTOM Che3OUIM. TOMBKO YK 9TUM 51 OblJla COBCEM HEeHOOBOJIbHA. f
BH[EJIa, UYTO eMy IIPOCTO KaKo OBIJI0 MeHs 3a TO, YTO g y 6a0yIIKKU B TaKOM 3aroHe, a 60/bIIe-To 1
HU4ero. [lanmble u Jajibllle, ¥ HAIIIO Ha MEHS: U CUIETH-TO S He CHUXKY, U YUTATH-TO 5 HE YUTAI0, U
paboTaTh He paboTai, HHOTHA CMeloCh u 6albyirke 4To-HUOYOb HA3/I0 Aejai, APYTrod pa3 MpocTo
nnavy. HakoHel, s moxymesna u 4yTh ObI0 He cTasna 6ombHa. OMEepHBIN Ce30H MPOIIeN, U XKHUJlell K
HaM COBCeM IlepecTall 3aXOMUTh; KOTHOa Ke MBI BCTpeYalluCh — BCe Ha TOM XKe JeCTHHUIlE,
pa3yMeeTcs, — OH TaK MOJIYa IOKJIOHUTCS, TaK CEPbe3HO, KaK OyOTO ¥ TOBOPHUTH HE X0UET, U YK
COMET COBCEM Ha KPBIIIBIIO, a S BCE ellle CTOI0 Ha IOJIOBHHE JIECTHUIIH, KpACHAs KaK BUIIHS, TOTOMY
YTO Y MEHS BCSI KPOBb Hadasa OpocaThCs B TOJIOBY, KOT/IA S C HUM ITOBCTPEYAIOCh.

Temepsb ceifuac ¥ KoHell. POBHO rog TOMY, B Mae MecsIile, XKHUJIENl K HaM MPUXOMUT ¥ TOBOPHUT
6alyIrKe, 4YTO OH BHIXJIOTIOTAN 3[[eCh COBCEM CBOE HEJI0O U YTO HOJIXKHO €My OISITh yexXaTh Ha I'of B
MockBy. {1, Kak yciblInana, nmobiemHena ¥ ymaja Ha CTYJ Kak MepTBas. babylika Hu4ero He
3aMeTusa, a OH, 00BSIBUB, YTO Ye3KaeT OT HAC, OTKIAHSJICS HaM U yIIIeJl.

Yro MHe mernaTh? 4 gymalna-myMalia, TOCKOBaja-TOCKOBAJIa, fa HAaKOHEIl ¥ pelluiachk. 3aBTpa emMy
ye3xaTh, a g [IOPelIusa, YTO0 Bce KOHYY BeuepoM, Korga 6abyka yigeT crnaTh. Tak u Cly4dusiocs. A
HaBsi3ajia B Y3€JI0K BCe, YTO OBIJIO MIaTheB, CKOIBKO HYKHO OeJbsl, ¥ C Y3€JIKOM B PyKax, HU KHUBa HU
MEepTBa, IOIIJa B ME30HUH K HAllleMy XUIbIly. [lymMalo, 5 Ila ek Yac 1o necTtHuie. Korga xe
OTBOPHUJIA K HEMY OBEPh, OH TaK M BCKPUKHYJI, Ha MeHS rasgas. OH gymall, YTO s MPUBUIEHUE, U
Opocuicsi MHE BOOBI MOAATh, IIOTOMY YTO 5 €[Ba CTOsJIa Ha HoraxX. Cepalle Tak OUJIOCH, UTO B TOJIOBE
601bHO OBITIO, ¥ Pa3yM Mo# moMyTuics. Korga ke s O4HyIach, TO Hadaja MPSIMO TeM, YTO MTOJI0XKHUIa
CBOY y3eJI0K K HEMY Ha IIOCTeJIb, CaMa CeJla IOofJie, 3aKphlIaCh PyKaMU U 3aljiakana B TPU PYUbS.
OH, KaXkeTCsi, MUTOM BCe TIOHSITT ¥ CTOSIJI IIepeio MHOU OJIeMHBIN U TaK IPYCTHO TIISIeN Ha MEHS, YTO
BO MHE Ceplle HafopBaJo.

— TlocnymiaiiTe, — Ha4dasn OH, — IocAyiIaiTe, HacTeHbKa, 5 HUYETO He MOTY; 51 4eJloBeK OemHEIH; Y
MeHSI ITOKaMeCT HeT HUYero, fmaxe MecTa IOPSANOYHOTO; KakK ke MBI OymeM XUTh, ecnu 6 g u
XKEeHUJICI Ha Bac?

MBI goniro roBOpPMIIM, HO S HaKOHeIl IIPHUIIIa B UCCTYIIJIEHNe, CKa3asa, YTO He MOTy XKUTh ¥ 6abymKy,
yT0 yOETry OT Hee, YTO He X04y, 4T06 MeHs OyIaBKON IPUILTUIUBAIIN, ¥ YTO 5, KaK OH X0YeT, ITOefy C
HUM B MOCKBY, IOTOMY 4TO 6€3 HETO XKUTb He MOTY. M CTHIA, u M1060Bb, ¥ TOPAOCTH — BCE Pa30M



TOBOPUJIO BO MHE, ¥ 51 UyTh He B CyHOPOTrax ymajia Ha mocreb. {1 Tak 6osiack oTKasa!
OH HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CUIEJI MOJI4a, IOTOM BCTaJI, TOJOIIEN KO MHE U B3sJI MEHS 3a PYKY.

— Ilocnymaiite, Mmos mobpasi, Mosi Munas HacTeHbKa! — Hayan OH TOXe CKBO3b CIIE€3H, —
nocnyiaiTe. KisiHych BaM, 4TO eCJId KOTa-HuOyab 51 Oyy B COCTOSHUU KEHUTHCS, TO HEIIPEMEHHO
BBl COCTAaBUTE MO€ CYaCTue; YBEPSAW, TeIeph TOJbKO OJHU Bbl MOXKETE COCTaBUTh MOE CUACThE.
CrnymadiTe: 1 ey B MockBy u mpoOyay TaM poOBHO rof. ¢ Hamewch YCTPOUTH Aelia cBoM. Korma
BOPOYYCh, U €CJIM BHl MeHSI He pa3nioburte, KISHYCbh BaM, MHE OymeM cYacTIuBH. Temepsb xke
HEBO3MOKHO, S He MOTY, S He BIIpaBe XOTb UTO-HUOYAb o6emaTh. Ho, IOBTOPSIIO, €C/y Yyepe3 r'ofl 9TO
He CHeJlaeTcs, TO XOTb KOrfAa-HuOyos HempeMeHHO OyleT; pa3yMeeTcsi — B TOM CJiy4dae, eCid Bl He
IIPEANoYTETE MHE IPYTroro, IOTOMY UTO CBSI3BIBATh BaC KAKUM-HUOYIb CIIOBOM S HE MOTY U HE CMe€IO.

Bot 4TO0 OH CKa3ajn MHe ¥ Ha3aBTpa yexall. [lonoxkeHo O6v1710 coobIma 6alyiike He TOBOPUTH 00 9TOM
HU cyoBa. Tak oH 3axoTen. Hy, BOT Temeps MOYTH ¥ KOHYEHA BCST MOS UCTOPUS. IIpolien poBHO Tof.
OH mpuexal, OH yX 3[eCh LieJible TPU OHS U, U...

— W uTo KE? — 3aKpH4Yall 1 B HETEPIIEHUH YCJIBIIIIAaTh KOHEII.

— U pmo cux mop He sBnsncst! — oTBevyana HacteHbka, Kak OyaTO cOOMPAsCh C CHIaMU, — HU CIIyXY
HU JIYXY...

TyT oHa OCTaHOBHUJIACH, ITOMOJIYajla HEMHOTO, OMYCTHIIa TOJOBY ¥ BAPYT, 3aKPHIBIIUCH PYKaMH,
3apblfaia Tak, YTO BO MHE CEPAlle TEPEBEPHYIIOCH OT STUX PHIIAHUH.

¢l HUKaK He OXKu[a Mogo0HOM Pa3BI3KH.

— Hacrenbka! — Havan s poOKMM ¥ BKpag4yuBEIM ronocoM, — Hactennka! pagu Bora, He mmauybTe!
[Touemy Bl 3HaeTe? MOXKET OBITh, €TO €Il HET ...

— 3pecsh, 3geck! — mogxBatuna Hactenbka. — OH 31ecCh, 1 3TO 3Hai0. Y Hac OBLJIO YCIIOBHE, TOTAa
eme, B TOT Beuep, HaKaHyHe OThe3a: KOTrAa yXKe MBI CKal3alii BCe, UTO S BaM IepecKa3sala, 4
YCIIOBUJIMCH, MBI BHIIIJIM CIOMA T'y/IsITh, UMEHHO Ha 3Ty Ha0epexkHyI0. BrII0 JecsTh YacoB; MBI CUIEIH
Ha 3TOM CKaMelKe; s yXKe He IJIaKajia, MHe OBIIO CJIafKO CNyIIaTh TO, YTO OH roBopui... OH cKa3zar,
YTO TOTYAC XKe II0 Ipue3fe IpUaeT K HaM U eCJIu S He 0TKaXyCh OT HEeT0, TO MBl CKaxeM 060 BceM
6abymke. Tenephb OH IpHUeXas, s 3TO 3Hal0, X €T0 HeT, HeT!

U oHa cHOBa ygapuiach B C€3HL.

— Bboxe mou! JJa pa3Be HUKaAK HENIb3s IIOMOYb IFOPH? — 3aKpuyal 5, BCKOUMB CO CKaMeUKU B
COBepIIeHHOM oTdassHuU. — Ckaxute, HacTeHbKa, HeNb3s U OyIEeT XOTh MHE CXOIUTH K HEMY?..

— Pa3Be 3T0 BO3MOXKHO? — CKa3aJjla OHa, BAPYT IIOOHSB I'OJIOBY.
— Her, pa3symeertcs, HeT! — 3aMeTU 5, CIIOXBATUBIINCh. — A BOT 4YTO: HAMIUIIUTE IIUCHMO.

— Her, 3T0 HEBO3MOKHO, 3TO HeIb3s! — OTBEYasa OHA PEIIUTEIbHO, HO yKe MOTYIIUB I'0JIOBY U HE
CMOTPS Ha MEHS.

— Kak Henb3g? 0T4ero X Hejab3sd? — MPOMJOJIXKAJL I, YXBATUBIIUCEH 3a CBOIO uaerw. — Ho, 3HaerTe,
Hactenbka, kakoe nuceMo! IluceMo nucbMy po3Hb U...AX, HacTeHbKa, 3T0 Tak! BBephTech MHe,
BBepbTeCh! { BaM He maM AypHOro coBeTa. Bce 3TO MOXHO yCTPOUTh! Brl Ke Hayaiu epBbll ar —
OTYETO0 Xe TeNepb...



— Henw3as, Henb3st! Torga s Kak 0yATO HaBSI3bIBAKOCh...

— Ax, nobpeHbkas Mo HacTeHnbka! — mepe0Ous 5, He CKphIBasl YIBIOKK, — HET JKe, HeT; Bbl, HAKOHEI,
BIIPaBe, TIOTOMY 4YTO OH BaM obelran. [la ¥ 10 BceMy g BUXKY, UTO OH YeJIOBEK [IEeNIMKATHHIM, YTO OH
TIOCTYIIUJI XOPOIII0, — IMPOJOIXKa 5, Bce 6oyiee u 6ojiee BOCTOPrasiCh OT JIOTUYHOCTUA COOCTBEHHBIX
IOBOMOB U yOexkneHu#, — oH Kak noctynun? OH cebs cBsizan obemanueM. OH cKa3all, YTO HA Ha KOM
He XKeHUTCS, KpOMe Bac, €CJIM TOJIbKO JKEHUTCS; BaM XKe OH OCTaBUII ITOJIHYI0 CBOOOOY XOTh cefiyac oT
HEro OTKa3aThCs... B TaKOM ciydae BBl MOXKETe CHellaTh IePBHIil IIar, BH UMEETe IIPaBo, BEl UMEETe
nepen HUM IIPEUMYILEeCTBO, XOTs Obl, HapuMep, eciu 6 3aX0TeNn pa3Bg3aTh €ro OT JaHHOTO CJIOBA...

— IMocnymatiTe, BH Kak OBl Halucaniu?

— 4dT10?

— Jla 9TO TUCHMO.

— 4 OBl BOT KaK Hamucan: «MUIOCTUBBIN IOCYHapk...»

— OTO TaK HENPEMEHHO HyKHO — MUJIOCTUBLIU IOCyLaph?
— Henpemenno! Bripouewm, oT4yero x? s gymaro...

— Hy, ny! gansue!

— "MunocTuBwY rocymaps!

H3BuHHUTE, 4TO 4..." BupoueM, HeT, He HYXKHO HHKakKux u3BuHeHuu! TyT camblii pakT Bce
OTIPaBOBIBAET, MUIIUTE IIPOCTO:

"d numy K BaM. [IpocTuTe MHe MOe HeTepIieHue; HO S IeJIbY Tof Oblja cYyacTaWBa HafdeX[ou;
BUHOBATa /1M 5, YTO HE MOTY Tellepb BHIHECTHU U OHSA COMHeHUA? Temeps, KOTHa yXkKe BBl IIpUexai,
MOXKeT ObITh, BB y2Ke M3MEHUIN CBOM HaMepeHUs. Torga 3To MUCEMO CKaXKeT BaM, UTO g He POIIIY U
He 00BUHSIO Bac. {1 He 0OBMHSIIO BAC 3a TO, YTO He BJIAaCTHA HaJ BAIlMM CEPMlleM; TaKOBa VXK Cymb0a
Mos!

Brl GaropopHblii yenoBek. Bul He ynbiOHETeCh U He ofocanyeTe Ha MOU HeTepPIeIuBble CTPOKHU.
BcomoMHUTe, 4TO MX numeT OefHAs [eBYIIKa, YTO OHA OO4HA, YTO HEKOMY HU HAy4UTh ee, HU
II0OCOBETOBATh €M ¥ YTO OHa HUKOIZa He yMeJa caMa COBJafieTh C CBOUM ceppaieM. Ho npocrure
MeHs, 4YTO B MO0 AYIIY XOTSI Ha ONUH MUT 3aKpajoch COMHeHKe. Brl He CIIOCOOHEI fjazke U MEICIIEHHO
o0upeTh Ty, KOTOpas Bac Tak JIo0uia u moout”.

— Ila, ma! 9TO TOYHO Tak, Kak g gyMana! — 3akpudana HacTeHbKa, U pafgocTh 3acusia B rjiasax
ee. — O! BBl pa3pelIuniy MOU COMHEHMS, Bac MHe caM bor mocyan! Birarogapto, 6i1arogapio Bac!

— 3a 4T0? 3a TO, 4TO MeHs bor mocnan? — oTBeydan f, TIAAs B BOCTOPTe Ha ee PaJoCTHOE JTUYHUKO.
— Ia, XOTh 3a TO.

— Ax, Hacrennka! Benp GarogapuM ke Mbl MHBIX JIIOJIeH XOTh 3@ TO, YTO OHU XKUBYT BMECTE C HaMU.
4 6marogapio Bac 3a TO, YTO BHI MHE BCTPETHUJIUCE, 3@ TO, UTO LIeJIbIi BEK MO Oyay BaCc TOMHUTB!

— Hy, moBonbHO, moBonbHO! A Temeph BOT UTO, CAyLIaiTe-Ka: TOrga OBIIO YCIIOBUE, YTO KAK TOJIBKO
IIpHefeT OH, TaK TOTYAC JacT 3HaTh 0 cebe TeM, YTO OCTABUT MHE MUCHMO B OMHOM MeECTe, y OMHUX
MOHUX 3HAKOMBIX, DOOPHIX U IMPOCTHIX JIIOJIeN, KOTOPhle HUYEero 00 3TOM He 3HAIOT; UM €CJIU Helb3s



OymeT HamucaTb KO MHe IIKChMa, 3aTEM UTO B IMMCbME HE BCETrOa BCe paCcCKaxXellb, TO OH B TOT XKe
IeHb, KakK mpueaeT, OyaeT Cioja POBHO B [IECSITh YACOB, T'e MBI ¥ MOJOXKHUIKA C HUM BCTPETUTHCSI. O
npHe3[e ero s yke 3Hai; HO BOT y2Ke TPeTHH JeHb HET HU MUCbMa, HU ero. YUTH MHe 0T 0alymku
IIOYTPY HUKaK Henb3s. OTHaiiTe MMCbMO MOE 3aBTPa BHl CaMU TeM JOOPHIM JIIOASM, O KOTOPHIX 51 BaM
TrOBOpPHJIA: OHU yKe MEePelTioT; a eciu OyJIeT OTBET, TO CaMHU Bhl IIPHHECETE €T0 BEUYepPOM B IECSTh
YacCoB.

— Ho nuceMmo, nucsMo! Benp npexpnge HyXKHO NUChbMO Hanucats! Tak pa3Be mocie3aBTpa BCe 3TO
Oymer.

— IIucemo... — oTBeyana HacTeHbKa, HEMHOTO CMEIIaBIINCh, — MUCHMO... HO...

Ho ona He moroBopuia. OHa CHayalsla OTBEPHY/Ia OT MEHS CBOe JTUMYUKO, IIOKpacHela, Kak po3a, u
BOPYT S MOYYBCTBOBAl B MOeH pyKe MUCHMO, MO-BUAUMOMY yXkKe OaBHO HalKWCAaHHOE, COBCEM
IPUTOTOBIIEHHOE W 3amedaTaHHoe. Kakoe-To 3HaKOMOe, MHJIOE, T'PAIli03HOEe BOCIIOMHHAHHUE
IIPOHECJIOCh B MOEH TrojoBe!

—R,0—Ro,s,i—si,n, a—na, — =Hayvain .

— Rosina! — 3anenu Mbl 00a, 5, 9yTh He OOHMMas e€e OT BOCTOPTa, OHA, TOKpaCHEB, KaK TOJILKO
MOrJIa IOKPaCHeTh, U CMesICh CKBO3b CJIe3hl, KOTOPHIE, KaK XKEeMUyXKUHKY, APOoKaJd Ha €€ YePHBIX
PECHUIIAX.

— Hy, noBonwHO, moBonbHO! [IpoiiaiiTe Teneps! — cKa3ala OHa CKOPOTOBOPKOW. — BOT BaM IIKUCHMO,
BOT U afipec, Kyaa cHectu ero. [IpomanTe! no cBupmanus! 1o 3aBTpa!

OnHa KpPEeIKO CXKaJjla MHE obe PYKH, KUBHYJIa TOJIOBOY U MeEJIbKHYJIa KaK CTpeJia, B CBOU IIepeyIioK. bil
AOJIr0 CTOSAII Ha MeCTe, IIPOBO2Kas €€ I'Jla3aMu.

«[lo 3aBTpa! oo 3&BTpa!>> — IIPOHECJIOCh B MOeU T0JI0Be, KOrfla OHa CKDPGHIJIaCh U3 I'lla3 MOUX

Houb TpeThs

CerogHsi OBITT MeHb MMeYaIbHBINA, JOXKIIUBEIMA, 0€3 MPoCcBeTa, TOUHO OyayInas CTapoCTh MOsi. MeHs
TECHSAT TaKhe CTPaHHbIE MBIC/IM, TaKWe TeMHBIE OIIYIIEeHNsI, TaKue ellle HesCHbIe /I MEHS BOIIPOCEH
TOJIIISATCSI B MOEM T'OJI0BE, — a KaK-TO HET HU CHUJIbI, HU XOTEHUs UX pa3pelnuTh. He MHe pa3pemuTh
BCe 3TO!

CeromHs MBI He yBUOMMCS. Buepa, Korma MBI IpoIIanuchk, o6jlaka CTalu 3aBojakKuBaTh HEOO U
nmoaeIMalicd TyMaH. {1 ckKasas, 4To 3aBTpa OyfmeT AypHOU [eHb; OHAa He OTBedalia, OHa He XOTela
poTUB Cce0s TOBOPUTH; NI HEE 3TOT [E€Hb M CBETEJ U SICEH, M HU OOHA Ty4YKa He 3aCTeNeT ee
CUACTHS.

— Konu OygeTt moxnab, MBI He yBUAUMCSI! — cKa3aja oHa. — ¢ He mpuny.
4 gyman, 4To OHa ¥ He 3aMeTHJIa CETONHSIIHEr0 JOXKAS, @ MEXKIy TEM He IIPUILIA.
Buepa Ovl70 Hallle TPEThE CBUIAHbE, Hallla TPEThs Oenas HOYb...

OpHako, KakK pajioCTh U CYACTHE Hejlal0T YesloBeKa NpeKpacHBIM! KakK KUIUT cepple 1000Bbi0!
KaxeTcs, X04ellb U3UTh BCe CBOE CePAle B APYroe cepiie, Xodelnb, 4T00 Bce GBUIO Becelo, Bce
cMmesinmochk. M Kak 3apa3uTenbHa 9Ta pamocTh! Buepa B ee cioBax OBIIO CTONBKO HETH, CTONBKO
noOpOTH KO MHE B cepale... Kak oHa yxaxKuBajia 3a MHOM, KakK jackajack Bo MHe, Kak 00ofpsfa 1



Hexuaa Moe cepaie! O, CKoJIbKO KOKeTCTBa OT cuacTus! A ... f IpuHUMaI BCe 3a YUCTYIO MOHETY; 5
IyMaJ, 4TO OHA...

Ho, 6oxe Moii, KaK e MOT g 3TO AyMaTh? KaK 3Ke MOT s OBITb TakK CJIel, KOrga yXke BCe B3STO
OPYTUM, BCe HEe MOe; KOrfa, HaKOHeIl, laXke 3Ta caMas HeXHOCTh ee, ee 3aboTa, ee ni000BL... 1,
m060Bb KO MHE, — OblJIa He YTO HHOE, KaK PajoCTh O CKOPOM CBUIAHUU C APYTHM, XKeJlaHHe HaBsI3aTh
U MHe cBoe cuacTue?.. Korma oH He mpuies, KOroa Mbl MPOXKOaId HallPacHO, OHA e HaXMypPHIIaCh,
OHa e 3apo0eya u CTpycuia. Bce IBUKEHUS €€, BCE CIIOBAa €€ yXkKe CTalli He TaK JIETKW, UTPUBH U
Becenkl. M, cTpaHHOE [efo, — OHa YOBOMJIA KO MHE CBOe BHHUMaHHUe, Kak OyITO MHCTUHKTUBHO XKeJas
Ha MEHS U3JIUTh TO, YEro caMa xejaja cebe, 3a 4To caMa 6ossachk; eciad 0 0HO He COBIIOCh. Mos
HacrteHnbka Tak opobejia, Tak Imepemyranach, 4To, KaXeTcs, IIOHsIA, HAKOHEeIl, YTo s 000 ee, U
cXKanuiaach Hag Moel OemHO¥M MI000BBI0. Tak, Korga Mbl HECYACTHBEI, MBI CHJIbHEE UYBCTBYyEM
HeCYacTHe [IPYTUX; YYBCTBO HE Pa30UBAETCS, a COCPEIOTOYNBAETCS. ..

4 mpuien K Hel C MOJHLIM CEPAIleM U eBa H0XKOAaJICs CBUAaHUA. {1 He MpeqYyBCTBOBAJ TOTO, YTO
Oynmy Temeph OLIyIaTh, He IPeOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO BCE 3TO He TaK KOHUYKTCS. OHA cusifia pafoCThio, OHA
oxupgana orseta. OTBeT ObII OH caM. OH JOIKeH OblT MPUNTH, IpubexkaTh Ha ee 30B. OHA IMPHUIIIA
paHbllle MeHs IeTbIM YacoM. CHavyajla OHa BCeMY X0XO0Taja, BCIKOMY CJIOBY MOeMy cMesiiack. 9
Ha4vas ObIJIO TOBOPUTEL U YMOJIK.

— 3HaeTe 1M, OTYETO0 5 TakK pafa? — cKalajla OHa, — TaK pafa Ha BaC CMOTPETH? Tak JII00/II0 Bac
Ceromus?

— Hy'") — CIIPOCHII 4, ¥ CepAne Moe 3agp02Kajlo.

— 1 oTTOTO NMIOOJIIO BAac, UTO BE HE BIIOOHIIKCH B MEHS. Bellb BOT MHOM, Ha BallleM MeCTe, CTasl OBl
6eCIIOKOUTD, IPUCTABATh, Pa3oxascs Obl, Pa360JIesICs, a BBl TAKOH MUJTBIH!

TyT OHa Tak cxKaJjia MOIO PYKY, YTO 51 4yTh He 3akpuyaj. OHa 3acMesiyiack.

— Boxe! Kakoii BH Apyr! — Havasa OHa yepe3 MUHYTY O4eHb cepbe3Ho0. — [la Bac bor MHe nocnan!
Hy, uto OBl co MHOM OBLIO, ecnu O Bac Co MHOM Temeph He Obn0? Kakoi Be 6eCKOpHICTHHIM! Kak
XopoIio Be MeHs mobute! Korga s By 3aMyK, MBEL Oy[ieM O4YeHb OPYXKHEI, OOJIbIIE YeM KakK
OpaTths. A O6ymy Bac MOOUTH IIOYTH TaK, KakK €ro...

MHe cTano Kak-TO yXKaCHO IPyCTHO B 3TO MIHOBEHHUE; OJHAKO X 4YTO-TO IIOXOXKee Ha CMeX
3allleBeJIUIIOCh B OyIle MOeu.

— BrI B IIpUuIIagkKe, — CKa3all s, — BBl TPDYCHUTE; BBl AyMd€TE, YTO OH HE IIPUOET.

— Bor c Bamu! — oTBeuana oHa, — ecnu 0 5 OblJIa MeHbIIIe CYaCTINBa, 1 OB, KaxeTcs, 3aljakKana oT
Balllero HeBepHs, OT BalllUX YIPEKOB. BripoueM, B MeHs HaBeNIX Ha MEICIIb U 3afalld MHe [OJITYI0
[yMy; HO g IIOAyMalo [I0CJe, a Tellepb IPU3HACh BaM, YTO IIpaBAy Bel roBopuTe. [la! g Kak-To caMa
He CBOS; 1 KakK-TO BCS B OXM[AHUU ¥ YYBCTBYIO BCE KaK-TO CJIMIIKOM JIeTKO. [la MOJIHOTe, OCTaBUM
IIpo 4yyBCTBa!..

B 3T0 BpeMs IOCTHINANKUCE IIard, ¥ B TEMHOTE ITOKa3ajCs IPOXO0XKUU, KOTOPHIHM IIeNl K HaM
HaBCcTpeuy. Mb 00a 3afpoKaiy; OHa YyTh He BCKPUKHYIA. & OMyCTHUI ee PYKY ¥ CHOEJall KeCT, Kak
Oyaro xoTen oToiT. Ho MBI 06MaHyIUCh: 9TO ObITT HE OH.

— Yero BH 6ouTeCh? 3aueM BB OPOCUIIM MO0 PYKy? — CKa3aja OHa, ITofaBas MHe ee omsATh. — Hy,
YTO Ke? MHI BCTPETUM ero BMecTe. {1 xo4y, 4To0 OH BHeJ, KaK MEI JIIOOUM [pYT Opyra.



— Kak mbI mobum gpyr gpyra! — 3akpuyant .

"O Hacrennka, HacTenbka! — mopmymart si, — Kak 3TUM CJIOBOM Thl MHOTO cKa3asa! OT 9Takou Ji00BH,
HacTeHbka, B uHOU 4YacC XOIOfeeT Ha CepAlle U CTaHOBUTCS TSXKeJo0 Ha Ayiie. TBOA pyKa XOIogHasd,
MoOs ropsiyasi Kak oroub. Kakas cnenas Tel, HacTteHbka!.. O! KaK HECHOCEH CUACTJ/IUBHIY YEJIOBEK B
unyio muHyTy! Ho g He Mor Ha Te0s paccepguthcs!..""

HaxkoHers ceprlie Moe NEPENoHUIOCE.
— INocnymatite, HacTtenbka! — 3akpuyan 5, — 3HaeTe Ji¥, YTO CO MHOMU OBIJIO BECh IEHD?
— Hy 4to0, 4TO TaKoe? paccka3riBalTe cKopee! UTO XK BHI 10 CUX IIOP BCe Mojdaniu!

— Bo-mepBriXx, HacTeHbKa, KOTHa S MCIIOMHUI BCe BAIllXi KOMMCCHHU, OTHAN MHUChMO, OB y BaIIUX
MOOPEIX JTIOfIEH, ITOTOM... TIOTOM S IIPUIIEST TOMOM U JIET CIIaTh.

— TonbKo-T0? — mepebuia OHa 3aCMesBIIKCh.

— [Ia, IOYTH TOJBKO-TO, — OTBeYas S CKpeIns cepflie, IOTOMY YTO B I'Ja3ax MOUX yxKe HaKuIlalu
TJIyIble Clie3bl. — f MPOCHYJICS 3a Yac 0 Halllero CBUAaHus, HO Kak OyATo u He cnas. He 3Halo, 4ToO
OB1710 cO MHOI0. 4 11es, yToO BaM 3TO BCe paccKa3aTh, KaK OyOTO BpeMs OJIs MEHSI OCTAHOBUIIOCH, KaK
OynTO OHO OIIYIIEeHHE, OMHO YYBCTBO JOIKHO OBIIO OCTAThCS C 9TOTO BPEMEHHU BO MHE HaBeYHO, KaK
OyoTo omHa MMHYTa AOJIKHA OBIJIa MPOMONKATHCS LEIYI0 BEYHOCTh U CJIIOBHO BCS KH3Hb
OCTAHOBUJIACH O MeHs... Korfga s mpocHYyJCcsl, MHe Ka3aJioCh, YTO KaKOW-TO MYy3HIKaJIbHEIM MOTHUB,
OAaBHO 3HAKOMEIH, Tle-TO IPeXke CIIBIIAaHHbIM, 3a0bITEN U CIa0CTHLIM, TEIIEPh BCIIOMUHAJICS MHE.
MHe Ka3asioch, 9YTO OH BCIO KU3Hb IIPOCUJICS M3 AYIIU MOEH, U TOJIBKO TETEePk...

— Ax, 60xke Mo, 6oxe mou! — mepebuna HacTeHbKa, — KakK Xe 3TO BCce Tak? ¢ He IOHUMAaI HU
cJIOBa.

— Ax, HacTteHbKa! MHe XOTEIOCH KaK-HI/I6y'JIB IIepenaTtsk BaM 3TO CTPaHHOE BII€YaTJIEHHEe... — Ha4dall g
JKaJIOOHBIM T'OJIOCOM, B KOTOPOM CKDPEIBAJIACh €lle HageXKa, X0Td BeCbMa OTHaJIEHHAasd.

— IlonHoTe, EepecTansTe, IIOJIHOTE! — 3aroBOpuiia OHa, ¥ B OOUH MUT OHa [orafasach, IIyTOBKa!

Bropyr oHa cfenanach Kak-To HEOOBIKHOBEHHO T'OBOPJIMBA, Becenla, IajmoBnuBa. OHa B3sijla MeHS O[T
PYKY, CMesinach, X0Tejia, 9YT0O U s TOXKE CMESIJICs, ¥ KaXIoe CMYyIIeHHOE CIIOBO MO€ OT3HIBAlIOCh B
Held TAaKUM 3BOHKHM, TAaKMM HOJITMM CMeXOM... I HauWHAJ CepPAMThCS, OHA BAPYT IYCTUIIACH
KOKETHHUYATh.

— IlocnymaiiTe, — Hayajla OHa, — & Beb MHE HEMHOXKO NOCAfHO, YTO BBl HE BIIOOUIIKACH B MEHS.
Pa3bepure-ka mocyue aToro uengoBeka! Ho Bce-Taku, rOCIIOAMH HENPEKJIOHHEIN, BH HE MOXKETE He
TIOXBaJIUTh MEHS 3a TO, UTO g TaKas IpocTasi. {1 BaM BCce TOBOPIO, BCe TOBOPIO, KaKas Obl TIYIIOCTh HU
IIPOMEJIbKHYJIA y MEHS B TOJIOBE.

— CnymaiTte! 9To ofMHHAALATh 4aCcOB, KaXeTcsA? — cKa3all s, Korga MepHHU 3BYK KOJIOKOJIa
3aryqmen ¢ OToaleHHO# ropoackoy 6amuu. OHa BOPYT OCTAaHOBUJIACH, IIepecTana CMEeSIThCS U Hadasa
CUMUTATh.

— Jla, omuHHAAIATh, — CKa3ajla OHa HaKOHeI] POOKUM, HEPEIIUTEeTbHEIM I'0JIOCOM.

4 ToT4yac xe pacCkadncd, 94TO Hallyrall €e, 3aCTaBUJI CYUTATh YaChl, U IIPOKIIAII ce0s 3a IIpHuIagokK
3n0cTu. MHe cTajo 3a Hee T'PDYCTHO, 1 {1 He 3HaJ]l, KaK UCKYIIUThE CBO€ IIperpenienune. A Hayan ee



yTellaTh, BHIUCKUBATh MPUYMHL €r0 OTCYTCTBHUS, MOJBOAUThL Pa3HBIe JOBOIHI, MOKA3aTeJIbCTBA.
Hukoro Henb3st ObIIO Jlerye 0OMaHyTh, KaK €€ B 9Ty MUHYTY, Ja ¥ BCAKUU B 9Ty MUHYTY KaK-TO
PagOCTHO BHICTTYIIMBAET XOTh KaKoe Obl TO HU OBIJIO yTelleHWe M paf-pal, KOJU eCTb XOTh TEHb
OIpaBOaHUs.

— Jla u cMelIHOe OeJio, — Hadaln s, Bce 6onee u 6oyee ropsiyach u a00ysach Ha HEOOLIKHOBEHHYIO
SICHOCTbH CBOMX [I0KA3aTeJIbCTB, — [la U He MOT OH NPHUUTH; BH ¥ MEHS 0OMaHyNHM U 3aBJIEKIIH,
HacTeHbKa, TaK 4TO S ¥ BPEMEHU CUET IOTEPS/I... BH TONBKO MOJyManTe: OH efiBa MOT IOJIYYUTh
IHCHMO; MOJIOKUM, €MY HEJb3sT MPUUTH, MO0KUM, OH OyOeT oTBeYaTh, TaK IMHUCHMO IPUAET He
paHbIlle KaK 3aBTpa. f 3a HUM 3aBTPa YeM CBET CXO0XKY M TOTHaC XKe [aM 3HaTb. [Ipeamnonoxkure,
HaKOHEI], ThHICSIYY BEPOSTHOCTEN: HY, ero He OBIJI0 JoMa, KOTHa IIPUIIJIO0 MUChMO, U OH, MOXKET OBITh,
€ro U [0 CUX Iop He yuTan? Beap BCe MOXKET CIIYYUTHCH.

— Jla, ma! — oTBeuana HacTeHbKa, — S U He IOAyMaja; KOHEYHO, BCe MOXKET CIy4YUThCHA, —
IPOOOJIZKaja OHAa CAaMBIM CTOBOPYMBBEIM T'OJIOCOM, HO B KOTOPOM, KaK HOCAagHBIA OHUCCOHAHC,
CIIBIIIANIach KaKasi-To Apyras, oTHajeHHas MBICIIb. — BOT 4TO BHI cHienaiiTe, — MpOAoJIXKajia OHa, —
BEI UOUTE 3aBTPa KaK MOZKHO PaHBIIE U, €CIIN HOHy‘-II/ITe T-ITO-HI/IGy'JIb, TOT4YaC XKe JZ[&I:ITG MHe 3HaTh. Bul
Be[lb 3HAETe, Iae 51 KUBYy? — M OoHa Havasla IOBTOPSITh MHE CBOM ajipec.

IToToMm oOHa BOPYT CTalJla TaK HEXHa, TaK p06Ka co MHO10... OHa, Ka3ayocCh, ClIyliajia BHUMATEJIBHO,
YTO S el TOBOPHJI; HO KOT'Ha A 06paTI/IHCﬂ K HeHl C KaKuM-TO BOIIPOCOM, OHa CMOJI4aja, CMeIllaJlaCh U
OTBOPOTHUJIA OT MEHA T'OJIOBKY. qa 3arJIdHyn el B rjla3a — TakK 4 €CTh: OHA IIJlaKaa.

— Hy, MmoxHo 11, MoxkHO nu? AX, Kakoe Bil nuTs! Kakoe pebsuectso!.. ITomHoTE!

OHa HOHpOﬁOBaHa YHBIGHYTBCE[, YCIIOKOUTLECA, HO HOJIGOpOJIOK €€ OpPOoXal U I'PyAb BCe eIle
KOJIbIXaJIaChb.

— 4 mymato 06 Bac, — cKa3ajia OHa MHe II0CJie MUHYTHOTO MOJIYaHUs, — Bhl TakK J0OpHI, YTO g OBINa
Obl KaMeHHas1, eciu 0 He YYBCTBOBAJjIa 3TOTO. 3HAETE JIM, YTO MHE IIPUIIJIO Teleph B TON0BY? 4 Bac
o0oux cpaBHMIIa. 3aueM OH — He BHI? 3aueM OH He TakKoM, Kak Br? OH XyXKe Bac, XOTb g U JI00JI0 €ero
OosbIie Bac.

4 He orBeyan Hudero. OHa, Ka3anoch, XKaajna, 4Tob 5 CKa3aa YTO-HUOYIb.

— KoneuHo, 51, MoxkeT OBITh, HE COBCEM ellle ero IOHMMAl0, He COBCEM eTo 3Haw. 3HaeTe, s Kak OyaTo
Bceryma 0osiylack ero; OH Bcerfa OBl TaKOW Cepbe3HbIM, TaKoW KaK OynoTo ropmawlit. KoHeuHo, 51 3HAlO,
YTO 9TO OH TOJIBKO CMOTPHUT TakK, YTO B cephIle ero 00sbile, 4eM B MOEM, HEeXKHOCTH... f IMOMHIO, KaK
OH IIOCMOTpEJI Ha MeHs TOrfa, Kak s, IOMHHUTE, IIPUIIIa K HEMY C Y3€JIKOM; HO BCe-TakK! 5 ero Kak-To
CIIUIIKOM yBaxalo, a Be[b 3TO KaK OyATO Obl MBI 1 HEPOBHS?

— Hert, HacTeHnbka, HET, — OTBeYAs g, — 9TO 3HAYUT, UTO BEL €r0 0OJIbIlEe BCETO Ha CBETe JIlobuTe, U
ropaspo 6onbie ceOsi caMoii To0uTe.

— [la, OMMOXKKUM, YTO 3TO TaK, — OTBedasia HauBHas HacTeHbKa, — HO 3HAETe JIM, YTO MHE IPHUIIIO
Temneps B royioBy? TONMBKO 51 Telephb He Mpo Hero OyAoy TOBOPUTH, a Tak, BOOOIIe; MHE yXKe MaBHO BCe
3TO MPUXOOUJIO B royoBy. ITocnyuiaiiTe, 3aueM MBI BCe He Tak, KakK Ovl OpaThs ¢ OpaThbaMu? 3aueM
CaMBI¥ JTyYLIUY YeJI0BeK BCerma Kak OyATO YTO-TO TAUT OT OAPYI'OTO M MOJIYMT OT HEro? 3aueM IpsMo,
ceivyac, He CKa3aTh, YTO €CTh Ha Cepile, KOIX 3Haelllb, YTO HEe Ha BETEP CBOE CIIOBO CKaxelb? A TO
BCSIKMM TaK CMOTPHUT, Kak Oy[TO OH CypoBee, YeM OH eCTh Ha caMOM [iejie, KaK OyATo Bce 00SATCS
OCKOPOXTH CBOU YYBCTBA, KOJIX 0YE€Hb CKOPO BHIKAXKYT UX...

— Ax, HacteHbKa! mpaBay Bbl TOBOPHUTE; Oa BEb 9TO IIPOUCXOAUT OT MHOTUX IIPUYUMH, — Iepebur s,



caMm Gonee yeM Korma-HUOYIb B 3Ty MUHYTY CTECHSBIINN CBOM YyBCTBaA.

— Her, Het! — oTBeyasna oHa c r1y0OOKKHM YyBCTBOM. — BOT BhHI, HallpuMep, He TaKoB, Kak apyrue! 4,
IIpaBo, He 3Hal0, Kak OBl BaM 3TO paccKa3aTh, UTO ST YYBCTBYI0; HO MHE KaXeTCs, Bl BOT, HAIIPUMEDP...
XOTb OBl TETIePh... MHE KAaXKeTCs, BE YeM-TO IJIsST MeHS XXKepTByeTe, — npubaBuia oHa poOKO, METbKOM
B3TJIIHYB Ha MEHS1. — BBl MeHs IIPOCTUTE, €CNIU S BaM TakK IOBOPIO: g Be[db IIPOCTas AEBYIIKa; 1 BEOb
MaJjio ellle BHJleJla Ha CBeTe M, MPaBO, He yMelo WHOTHa TOBOPUTh, — IpubaBuiia OHa roJIOCOM,
OPOXKAaIAM OT KaKOTr0-TO 3aTaeHHOT'0 YYBCTBA, X CTapasiCh MEXAY TeM yIbIOHYThCS, — HO MHE
TOJIBKO XOTeJIOCh CKa3aTh BaM, 4TO g OjlarogapHa, 4To g TOXkKe BCe 3T0 4yBCTBYIO ... O, ma BaM bor 3a
310 cuactus! BoT To, 4TO BH MHe HacKa3alli TOT[a O BallleM MedTaTejie, COBEPIIEHHO HelpaBaa, TO
€CTh, 1 X04y CKa3aTh, COBCEM [I0 BaC He KacaeTcs. Brl BI3HopaBiIuBaeTe, Bhl, IPpaBO, COBCEM APYroOU
YyeJIoBeK, YeM Kak caMu cebst onucanu. Ecnu Bel Korga-HuOyOb momobuTe, TOo Jai BaM bor cyacTtus ¢
Heto! A eil T HUUero He XkeJialo, IOTOMY 4TO OHa OyHeT cyacT/uBa C BaMHu. f 3Halo, S cama JKeHIIHA,
Y BBl JOJI’KHBI MHE BEPHUTh, €CJIU S BaM TakK T'OBOPIO...

OHa 3aMOJIKJIa ¥ KPemnKo IoxKaJja PyKy MHe. {1 ToXKe He MOT HU4Yero rOBOPUTH OT BoJHeHUs. [Ipoino
HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

— Ila, BUIHO, YTO OH He IIpUMET CEerogHsa! — cKa3ajia OHa HaKOHel], ITIOAHAB rojioBy. — Ilo3gHo!..
— OH npupgeT 3aBTpa, — CKa3ajl I CaMbIM YBEPUTEIbHBIM M TBEPABIM I'OJIOCOM.

— [la, — npubaBuiia OHa, pa3BECENIUBIINCE, — S CaMa Telepb BUXKY, UTO OH IIPHUAET TOJbLKO 3aBTpa.
Hy, Tak mo cBupanbs! mo 3aBTpa! Ecnu OymeT moxXpb, 51, MOXeT ObITh, He npuay. Ho mocnesaBTpa s
IpUAY, HeTIpeMEeHHO TIPUAY, 4To OBl CO MHOM HHU OBIIO; Oy[IbTe 3[leCch HETIPEMEHHO; S X04Y Bac BUOETH,
s BaM BCe pacCKaxy.

U moTtoMm, Korga Ml IIPOIIANIKCh, OHA II0fajia MHe PYKY U CKa3aja, sSICHO B3TJIIHYB Ha MEHS:
— Benp MBI TEEph HABCETa BMECTe, He IIpaBaa Iu?
O! Hacrenbka, Hactenpka! Eciu 6 THI 3Haa, B KaKOM ST TEIIEPh OMMHOYECTBE!

Korpma nmpo6Guno meBsATh YacoB, s He MOT yCHOETh B KOMHATe, OMEJICS U BHIIIEJ, HeCMOTPS Ha
HeHAcTHOe BpeMs. f OblI TaM, CUeN Ha Hallel ckamelke. f ObIIO TOIIEN B UX IIePeyIoK, HO MHe
CTaJio CTBITHO, U s BOPOTHUJICS, He B3TJISHYB Ha UX OKHa, He [IOMId ABYX IIaroB A0 UX AoMa. {1 mpuien
IOMOM B TaKOM TOCKe, B KaKOW HMKOrAa He OniBan. Kakoe cripoe, cKyuHoe BpeMsi! Ecnu 6 Obina
XOpoIllast IoToAa, s OBl MPOTYJISII TaM BCIO HOYb...

Ho mo 3aBTpPa, 00 3aBTpa! 3aBTpa OHa MH€ BC€ PaCCKaxeT.

OpHako nucbMa cerofHs He Obi0. Ho, BpoueM, Tak U OOJKHO Ob110 ObITE. OHU y2Ke BMECTE...

Houb yeTBepTas

Boxke, Kak Bce 3T0 KOH4YHMI0Ch! YeM Bce 3TO KOHYHJIOCH!

4 npumen B ieBaTh YacoB. OHa Oblya yke TaM. 4 ellle U3fanu 3aMeTHUJI ee; OHa CTOsJ1a, Kak TOTAa, B
IIePBBIA pa3, 00JI0KOTSICh Ha Mepuila HabepexKHOM, U He CJIbIxalla, KaK s IOOoIIeN K Hel.

— Hactenbka! — OKIJIMKHYII 1 €€, 4epe3 CUJIy IIOOaBJIIAs CBO€ BOJTHEHHUE.

Ona 6pICTpPO 06epHYIaCh KO MHE.



— Hy! — cka3asa oHa, — HY! mockopee!

f cMoTpes Ha Hee B HE[JOYMEHUN.

— Hy, roe xe nuceM0? Bel IpUHECTH NHUCEMO? — IIOBTOPHXJIa OHA, CXBATUBIINCH PYKOH 3a IIepua.
— Her, y MeHs HeT nuckMa, — CKa3aJl S HaKOHel], — pa3Be OH ellle He Obl?

OHa cTpamHo no0JIeqHesa U NOIroe BpeMs CMOTpesia Ha MeHsT HeTOABUKHO. S pa36ui mocaeqHIown
ee Hamexmy.

— Hy, 6or ¢ HUM! — mporoBopuIia OHa HAaKOHEIl MPePHIBAOIIMMCS TOJI0OCOM, — 00T C HUM, — €CJIA OH
TaK OCTABIISIET MEHS.

OHa omycTua rjla3a, IIOTOM XOTejla B3TJITHYTh Ha MeHs, HO He MorJa. Elne HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT OHa
TlepecHusiiBaa CBOe BOJTHEHME, HO BAPYT OTBOPOTHUIACh, 00JI0KOTSICh Ha OanocTpany HaOepexkHOH, 1
3aJIUIach ClIe3aMu.

— TlonHoTeE, ONMHOTE! — 3ar0BOPUII OBIIO 5, HO ¥ MEHS CUJI HEe[OCTaJIo IIPOM0JIKaTh, Ha Hee TJAns,
Ma ¥ 4TO OBI ST CTAJI TOBOPUTH?

— He yTemaiiTe MeHs, — rOBOpHUJia OHa Ijlaya, — HEe TOBOPUTE IIPO HEro, He TOBOPUTE, YTO OH
IPUOET, YTO OH He GPOCUIT MEHS TaK XKECTOKO, TakK 0ecuesI0BeYHO, KaK OH 3TO COesai. 3a 4To, 3a
yT0? Heyxenu 4To-Hubyab ObIIO B MOEM ITUCHME, B 3TOM HECUACTHOM ITHChHME?..

TYT PrIIaHNA ITIPECEKIIA €€ I'0JI0C; Y MeHA CePALe PAa3PEIBAJIOCh, Ha HEe TTIsAOMd.

— O, Kak 370 6eCcUenoBeYHO-XKECTOKO! — Hayvasla OHA CHOBAa. — M HU CTPOYKH, HU CTPOUYKHU! XOTh OBI
OTBeYaJl, YTO 51 He HyXkKHa eMy, YTO OH OTBepraeT MeHs; a TO HA ONHOU CTPOYKH B LieJible TpU OHA!
Kak nerko emy ockopbutsb, 06umgets 6eHy0, 6€33aIIUTHYIO [IEeBYIIKY, KOTOpas TEM U BUHOBATa, YTO
mo6uTt ero! O, CKONBKO g BEITePIENa B 3Tu Tpu AHsS! Boxke moit! Boxke moit! Kak BCIIOMHIO, 4TO g
IpUIIya K HEMy B [IEPBEIM pa3 caMa, YTO f Iepeq HUM YHHUXKAaJach, IjaKasna, 4To S BEIMaluBana y
HEero XOTb Kartio ni068u... U mocye storo!.. [TocnymialiTe, — 3aroBopuiia oOHa, oOpalasich KO MHe, U
YepHHBIe T71a3KU ee 3aCBepKalid, — Oa 3TO He Tak! ITo He MOXKeT OBITh TakK; 3TO HeHaTypasbHo! Unu
BBI, UJIA 1 0OMaHYyJIMCh; MOXKET ObITh, OH IIKChMa He 1ojydan? MoxeT ObITh, OH 10 CHX IIOp HUYEero He
3HaeT? Kak e MOXKHO, CyUTe CaMi, CKaXXuTe MHe, pagu bora, 00bACHUTE MHE, — 5 3TOT'0 HE MOTY
IOHATh, — KakK MOXHO TaK BapBapCKU-IPy00 MOCTYIUTh, KaK OH IOCTYNnua co MHOW! Hu omHOrO
cnosa! Ho K nocnmegHeMy 4eoBeKy Ha CBeTe OBRIBAIOT COCTpazaTenbHee. MoxkeT OBITh, OH YTO-HUOYOb
CJIBIIIIAJI, MOXKET OBITh, KTO-HUOYIb eMy HackKa3asl 000 MHe? — 3aKpuyajia OHa, 00paTUBIINCH KO MHE
¢ BormpocoM. — Kak BEI fymaerte?

— Cnymaute, HacTeHpka, 1 OMAY 3aBTpa K HEMY OT Balllero UMEHH.
— Hy!

— 4 copormty ero 060 BceM, pacckaxy eMy Bce.

— Hy, ny!

— Bui Hanumiete nuckMo. He TOBOPHUTE HET, Hacrtenbka, He rOBOPHUTE HeT! 4 3acTaBiio ero YBaXKaThb
BalIll IIOCTYIIOK, OH BCE€ Y3HAET U €CJIH...

— Hert, Mot mpyr, HET, — nepebuiia oHa. — [[oBonbHO! BosibIlle HY CJI0OBA, HU OMHOTO CJIOBA OT MEHS,



HU CTPOYKM — MOBOJIbHO! f ero He 3Halo, g He /000 ero 0onbllle, 5 ero 1o...3a...0yay...
Ona He mOTOBOpHUIIA.
— Ycnokoiitecs, ycnokoutecs! CapbTe 3mech, HacTeHbKa, — CKa3anl 1, ycaXXuBas ee Ha CKaMeuKy.

— INa g cnokoiHa. [TonHoTe! 3TO Tak! ITO cnesnl, 9T0 TpocoxHeT! YTo BH AyMaeTe, YTO s CTy6IIi0
ce0s, 4TO g YTOILIIOCK?..

Cepatie Moe OBITIO TIOJTHO; ST XOTe OBIJI0 3aTOBOPUTH, HO HE MOT.

— CnymaiiTe! — npopokasna OHa, B35SB MEHS 3a PYKY, — CKaXKuTe: BbI OBl He TaK IMOCTYIIUIIN? BEL ObI
He OpoCHIH TOM, KOTOpas OBl caMa K BaM IIpPHIIIa, BE Obl He OPOCHIU el B riia3a 0eCCTHIIHOMN
HacMeIIKU Haf ee cliabbIM, TIynsIM cepaneM? Brl mobepernu Obl ee? Brl Ol mpefcTaBuinu cebe, 4To
OHa OblyTa OfHA, YTO OHA He yMeJla YCMOTPEeTh 3a c060#, 4To OHa He yMesa cebs yoepeub OT 100BU K
BaM, YTO OHA He BUHOBATA, YTO OHA, HAKOHEI], He BUHOBATA... YTO OHA HUYero He caemnainal.. O, 6oxe
Mo, 60Ke MOi!..

— HacTtenbka! — 3akpuyan g HaKoHell, He OyAy4u B cHujaxX IPEOJOJIETh CBOE BOJIHEHUE, —
Hacrtenbka! BH Tep3aeTe MeHs! Brl g13BuTe cepale Moe, Be yOuBaeTe MeHsi, Hactennka! f He mory
Mon4aTh! f mOMKeH HaKOHeI] TOBOPUTH, BEICKA3aTh, UYTO Y MEeHS HAKUIIETIO TYT, B CEPALE...

['oBOpS 3TO, 51 TPUBCTa CO cKaMelKu. OHa B3siJia MEHS 3a PYKy U CMOTpeJla Ha MeHS B YOUBJIEHUH.
— Yro c BaMu? — IporoBopuia OHa HaKOHeI.

— Cnymante! — ckasan g pemurtenbHo. — Cnymaiite meHs, Hactenska! Uto g Oyny Temepsh
TOBOPUTH, BCE B3OP, BCE HECOBITOUHO, BCe Tiymno! 1 3Hal0, YTO 3TOT0 HUKOTMIa HE MOXKET CITyUYUThCS,
HO He MOT'y Xe g Mon4aTh. IMeHeM TOro, 4eM BHl Telleph CTpafaeTe, 3apaHee MOJIIO Bac, IPOCTUTE
MeHs!..

— Hy, 4To0, 4T0? — roBOpHUJIa OHA, [IepecTaB IJlaKaTh U MPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPS Ha MEeHS, TOTHa Kak
CTpaHHOe JII00O0TBITCTBO GJIMCTANIO B €e YOUBJIEHHBIX I'Ta3Kax, — YTO C BaMu?

— 910 HecOBITOUHO, HO 51 Bac nobimo, Hactenbka! BoT uto! Hy, Tenmeps Bce cka3aHo! — ckasain §,
MaxHYB pykKo#. — Teneps BH YBUOUTE, MOXKETe JIM BBl TaK TOBOPUTh CO MHOM, KaK cerdac TOBOPUIIH,
MOXKeTe JIM Bbl, HAaKOHEI, CJIyLIaTh TO, YTO s OyAy BaM TOBOPUTb...

— Hy, uTo Xk, 9To XKe? — nepebuna HacTeHbKa, — 4TO XK u3 3T0oro? Hy, 5 §aBHO 3Hasa, YTO BH MEHS
mi00uTe, HO TOMBKO MHE BCEe Ka3ajoCh, YTO BEl MEHS TaK, IIPOCTO, KaK-HUOyAbL mobure... Ax, 6oxe
Mo, 60xKe MOo!

— Crauara 0s110 IpocTo, HacTeHbKa, a TeIeps, TEIepk... S TOYHO TaK JKe, KaK Bbl, KOTMa Bhl IPUIIIIH
K HeMy TOTa C BaIllEM y3eNKOoM. XyXKe, 4eM KakK Bhl, HacTeHbKa, IIOTOMY YTO OH TOT[a HUKOTO He
7I00MJI, a BBl TIO0UTE.

— YTo0 3TO BH MHe roBopute! f, HaKOHEI, BaC COBCeM He NoHuMaw. Ho mocnymanTe, 3a4eM ke 370,
TO €CTh He 3a4eM, a I04YeMy XKe 3TO BBl TaK, U Tak BOPYT... boxe! g rosopro riymnoctu! Ho BHL...

W HacTteHbka COBEPIIEHHO CMeIIaJIaCk. [Ilexku ee BCIIBIXHYJIX; OHaA OIIYCTHIJIA I'J/la3a.

— Yro x menath, HacTeHbKa, 4YTO XK MHE OeJlaTh? s BUHOBAT, s ynoTpedus Bo 3710... Ho HeT ke, HeT,
He BUHOBAT s, HacTeHbKa; S 9TO CHBIIY, YYBCTBYI0, TOTOMY YTO MO€ CepAlle MHe TOBOPUT, YTO S



IIpaB, MIOTOMY YTO S BAC HUYEM He MOTY 00upmeTh, HU4eM oCKopOuTs! f OBIT OpYT Ball; HY, BOT 5 U
TENeph APYT; S HUYeMy He u3MeHsn1. BoT y MeHs Teneps cne3nl TekyT, HacTteHbka. [IycTh UX TEKYT,
IIyCTh TEKYT — OHU HUKOMY He MelaioT. OHU BHICOXHYT, HacTeHbKa...

— [la cagpTe XKe, cAAbTE, — CKa3ajia OHa, caXas MeHS Ha CKaMefIKY, — 0%, 60xe Moit!

— Hert! HacTenbka, g He cany; g yxke Oonee He MOTY OBITh 3[€Ch, BH yKe MeHs 0ojiee He MOXKeTe
BUJETh; I BCe CKaXy W yuny. S TONBKO X04y CKa3aTh, YTO Bl OBl HUKOT[Ia HE Y3HAJIM, YTO g Bac
nmio6mio. f OBl coxpaHUNI CBOW TalHy. {1 OB He CTall Bac Tep3aTh Telephb, B 3Ty MUHYTY, MOUM
srou3MoM. HeT! HO g He MOT Teneph BHITEPIIETh; BBl CaMU 3arOBOPUIM 00 3TOM, BH BUHOBATHL.. BEL BO
BCEM BHMHOBATHI, a 1 He BUHOBAT. BBl He MoXkeTe NIPOTHATh MeHS 0T ceb4...

— Ila HeT XKe, HET, 1 He OTTOHAIO Bac, HeT! — ropopuina HacTeHbKa, CKpBIBasi, KakK TOIBKO MOTIIa,
CBOe CMyIlleHune, OeqHEHbKAS.

— Brl MeHs He roHuUTe? HeT! a 5 OBIJIO caM X0TeJl 6exkaTh OT Bac. f ¥ YUy, TONBKO 5 BCE CKaXYy
CHayaja, I0OTOMY 4TO, KOTHa BHl 3[1eCh TOBOPWIY, I HE MOT YCULETh, KOTa BBl 3[IeCh IJIaKalu, Koraa
BHI TEP3aJIUCh OTTOr0, HY, OTTOrO (YXK g Ha30BY 3T0, HacTeHbKa), OTTOr0, YTO BaC OTBEPrawT, OTTOTO,
YTO OTTOJIKHYJIM Bally JI000Bb, 5 TOYYBCTBOBAJ, S YCIIBIIIAJ, YTO B MOEM CepAlle CTOJILKO JII00BY s
Bac, HacTteHnbka, cTonbpko ni06Bu!.. 1 MHe cTasiio Tak rOPbKO, YTO S HE MOTY IIOMOYb BaM 3TOH
m000BbBIO... YTO CEPAlle Pa30pBaJIOCh, U 5, 1 — He MOT MOJIYaTh, s HOKeH OB roBOpUTh, HacTeHbKa,
I HOJIKeH OBbIJI TOBOPHUTH!..

— [lla, ma! roBopuTe MHe, TOBOPUTE CO MHOI0 Tak! — ckKa3anma HacTeHbKa C HEM3bSICHUMBIM
OBUXeHHEeM. — BaM, MoxkeT OBITh, CTPAHHO, YTO SI C BAMM TaK IOBOPIO, HO... TOBOPHUTE! s BaM IoOCIe
CKaxy! 1 BaM BCce pacCKaxy!

— Bam xanb MeHsd, HacTeHbKa; BaM IIPOCTO Kajlb MeHs, APYXKO4YeK Moiu! YK 4To mpomano, To
npomaso! yxX 4To cKa3aHo, Toro He Boportuiib! He Tak nmu? Hy, Tak BH Teneps 3HaeTe Bce. Hy, BOT
3TO TOYKAa OTIpaBieHus. Hy, xopomuro! Temeps Bce 3TO IPEKPACHO; TOIBKO MociymranTe. Korma Bel
CHUIEeNU M IJIaKamy, s mpo cebs mymarn (0X, maTe MHe CKasaTh, YTO 5 myMain!), 1 gymain, 4To (Hy, yXK
KOHEYHO, 3TOr0 He MOXKeT OblTh, HacTeHbKa), 51 [yMaJsl, YTO BHL.. S JyMaJl, YTO Bhl KaK-HUOYIb TaM...
HY, COBEPIIEHHO ITIOCTOPOHHUM KaKUM-HUOyIb 06pa3oM, yxK Oosbiie ero He mobute. Torga, — 5 9T0 U
BYEpa M TPETLETO OHS ykKe myman, HacTeHpKa, — Torma s OvI clenan Tak, s ObI HEIIPEMEHHO CHellall
TaK, YTO BBl OBl MeHS MOJII00UIIM: Bedb BBl CKa3ajd, BeOb B CaMu I'OBOPUIX, HacTeHbKA, YTO BEI
MEHS yKe MOYTH coBceM moyo0unu. Hy, uto x ganbmie? Hy, BOT MOYTH U BCE, UTO ST XOTEJ CKa3aTh;
OCTaeTcs TOJILKO CKa3aThb, YTO OBl TOrga ObIIO, eciau O BEI MEHS IOMI00UIIN, TOJIBKO 3TO, OOJIbIIe
Hudero! IlocnymaiTe e, ApyTr MO, — IIOTOMY YTO BBl BCe-TaKu MOM OPYT, — g, KOHEYHO, YEJIOBEK
IPOCTOM, OEIHBIN, TaKOM HE3HAUYUTEIbHEIN, TOIPKO He B TOM [IeJI0 (S KaK-TO BCe He IIPO TO I'OBOPIO,
3TO OT cMyIIeHusi, HacTeHbKa), a TONMBKO s OBl Bac Tak JII0OuU, Tak 00U, 4TO ecinu O BH ellle U
MIO0UITY eT0 ¥ MPOHoIKaau TI0OUTE TOTO, KOTOPOTO S He 3Hal0, TO BCe-TaKH He 3aMeTUsu OBI, 4TO
MOst TI060Bb KaK-HUOYOb TaM [JIS Bac TsxKesa. Bel OBl TOTBKO CIIBIIIAIIM, BbI OBI TOBKO YYBCTBOBAJIU
KaX[yl0 MHUHYTY, 4TO IMofJjie Bac O6peTcsl 6naromapHoe, OnaromapHoe cepflle, ropsdee cepple,
KOTOpoe 3a Bac... Ox, Hactenbka, HacTeHpka! 4To BBl CO MHOM chemnanu!..

— He nnaubTe Xe, 1 He Xouy, 4T00 BH IJTaKaliX, — CcKalaja HacTeHbKa, OBICTPO BCTaBas CO
CKaMelKH, — MOUJEeMTe, BCTaHbTe, IIOMIEMTE CO MHOM, He IIJIa4ybTe XKe, He 1aYybTe, — FOBOPHUIIA
OHAa, yTUpas MOHU CJIe3El CBOUM IJIaTKOM, — HY, ITOMJEeMTe Telepb; I BaM, MOXKET OBITh, CKaXy 4ToO-
HUOYAOb... []a, YK KONMU TEMeph OH OCTAaBUJI MEHS, KOJb OH IT03a0bINT MEHS, XOTS 5 elre U 0010 ero
(He xouy Bac oOMaHbIBaTh)... HO, ITOCNIyIIaliTe, OTBeYaiTe MHe. Ecnu 6 s, HanpuMep, Bac moaobuna,
TO €CTh eciu 0 g ToNbKO... OX, IPyr MOH, APYr MoM! Kak g mogyMalo, Kak IIOAyMalo, 4To S Bac
ockopOisina Torga, YTO CMesijiach Haf Balnei a000BbIO, KOT[a BaC XBaJidjia 3a TO, YTO BH HeE



BaoOunuce!.. O, 60xke! Ja Kak ke s 9TOTO He MpeBHUMeNa, KakK I He MpenBuesa, Kak g Obljla Tak
TJIyIa, HO... Hy, HY, 5 PEIINIach, I BCE CKAXY...

— Ilocnymaute, HacTenbKka, 3HaeTe 4To? 1 YUAY OT Bac, BOT uTo! [IpoCcTo g Bac TOIBKO My4ato. BoT y
BaC Tellepb YI'PHI3EHUS COBECTH 3a TO, UTO BBl HACMEXAJIUCh, a I He X044y, la, He X04y, 4T00 BHI,
KpOMe Balllero rops... 1, KOHe4Ho, BUHOBaT, HacTeHbKa, HO mpoiaiTe!

— CTouTe, BHICNyIIIATE MEHS: BBl MOXKETe KAaTh?
— Yero xpgaTh, Kak?

— 41 ero m10067110; HO 3TO MPOUIET, 3TO AOJIXKHO MIPOUTH, 9TO He MOXKET He IIPOUTH; YK IPOXOOUT, I
cipimy... [ToueM 3HaTh, MOKET ObITh, CETOMIHS K€ KOHYUTCS, IOTOMY YTO 51 €r0 HEHaBUXKY, ITOTOMY
YTO OH HaJ0 MHOW HacMesJiCsI, TOTAAa KaK BHI IJIaKaJil 3[eCh BMECTE CO MHOIO, IOTOMY YTO BH HE
oTBepriu OB MeHS, KaK OH, IIOTOMY 4YTO BHl JII0OMTE, a OH He JIO0UI MeHS, IOTOMY 4YTO S Bac,
HaKOHeIl, 11001110 caMa... fia, 000! 001110, KaK BEl MeHs TI00uTe; 51 XKe Belb caMa ellle ITpexk/ie BaM
3TO CKasaja, BB CAMM CJIBIXald, — IIOTOMY JIf00JII0, UTO BHI JIydllle ero, IOTOMY, YTO BH G1aropopgHee
€ro, IoTOMY, IIOTOMY, 4YTO OH...

BonHenue GemHsAKKH OBIJIO TaK CUIBHO, YTO OHA HE MOKOHYHUIIA, TIOJIOXKKIA CBOIO T'OJIOBY MHE Ha
171e40, IOTOM Ha T'PYAb ¥ TOPBKO 3alljlakasa. f yTelnasn, yroBapuBa ee, HO OHa He MOTJIa IIepecTaTh;
OHA BCe XKajla MHEe PYKY ¥ TOBOPHJIa MEXAY pPeimaHbsIMu: «IlogoxKauTe, MOMOXKOUTE; BOT 5 ceryac
nepecTtany! 9 BaM X04y CKa3aTh... BBl He AymMauTe, 4T00 3TH ClIe3bl, — 3TO TaK, OT cjlabocCTH,
IOMIOXKINTE, TTOKA IpoiaeT...» HakoHel oHa mepecTasa, 0Tepia CIe3kl, ¥ MBI CHOBA MOIUTH. $1 OBIIO
XOTeJI TOBOPUTH, HO OHA HOJITO eIlle Bce IPOCHUIa MeHs MOM0XKaaTh. M 3amMoiyany... HakoHell oHa
cobpasack C IyXOM ¥ Hayajla TOBOPHTE...

— Bor 4T0, — Haydasa oHa cj1abbM ¥ JpPOXKAIIUM I'0JI0COM, HO B KOTOPOM BAPYT 3a3BEHENI0 YTO-TO
TaKoe, YTO BOH3UJIOCh MHE IIPSIMO B CEPAIE U CITagKO 3aHBIJIO B HEM, — He AyMaWTe, 4TO S TakK
HETIOCTOSIHHA YU BeTPeHa, He JyMaiTe, 4TO g MOTY TakK JIETKO U CKOPO M03abhITh M U3MEHUTh... 5
IIeNIBIY TOf ero no0uia ¥ 60roM KJISHYCh, YTO HUKOTHA, HUKOTHA JaXKe MEBIC/IbIO He Obljla eMy
HeBepHa. OH IIpe3pert 9T0; OH HacMesJICSl Hafo MHO0, — 60T ¢ HuM! Ho OH ys3BUJI MeHSI U OCKOPOUII
Moe ceppate. A — s He 00110 ero, MOTOMY YTO S MOT'Y JIOOUTH TOIBKO TO, UTO BEIUKOMAYIIHO, YTO
TIOHMMAET MEHs, 4YTO 6/1aropofHO; IOTOMY YTO SI CaMa TaKOBa, ¥ OH HEOCTOMH MEHs, — HY, 00T C
HuM! OH nyulle cpuenas, yeM Korga Obl 51 TOTOM 06MaHylach B CBOUX OXHUAAHUSIX M Y3Hasa, KTO OH
TakoB... Hy, koHueHo! Ho nmouem 3HaTh, JOOPHYU APYr MOM, — IpOJoiXKajia OHa, NoXKKUMas MHe
PYKy, — Io4YeM 3HaThb, MOXKeT OBITh, U BCS JII000Bb MOSI Oblyla 06MaH YyBCTB, BOOOPaXKeHUs, MOXKET
ObITh, HaYasach OHA INAJIOCThIO, IIYCTSKaMHU, OTTOT0, YTO 5 Oblla 1Mo Hafg30poM y 6a0ymku? MoxkeT
OBITH, 9 [OJIXKHa JIIOOUTHL IPYroTo, a He ero, He TaKOro YejioBeKa, APYTroro, KOTOPHIM moxkKaneln Obl
MeHs u, ... Hy, octaBuM, ocTaBuM 3T0, — nepebuna HacTeHbKa, 3afbIXasiCh OT BOJIHEHUS, — S BaM
TOJIBKO XOTeJla CKa3aTh... 1 BaM X0Tejla CKa3aTh, YTO €CJIM, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4YTO s 10610 ero (HeT,
mobusa ero), ecyiv, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, BHL ellle CKaXKeTe... eCJIA Bl YYBCTBYETE, YTO Ballla JII000Bb TaK
BeJiMKa, YTO MOXKET, HaKOHEell, BHITECHUTh U3 MOEro Cephlla MPexXHI0I... eCJI¥ BHl 3aXOTHUTE
CXKANUTHCS HaJ0 MHOIO, €CJIU BHl HE 3aXOTUTE MEHS OCTaBUTbh OJHY B Moel cyanbe, 6e3 yTelleHus,
0e3 HafieKObl, €CJIU BH 3aX0THUTE JTIOOUTH MEHS BCErHa, KakK Terneph MeHs MI00UTEe, TO KIISTHYCh, YTO
671aroapHOCTE... UTO T1I000Bb MOSI OyIET HaKOHEI] IOCTOWHa Balllel 100Bu... Bo3bMeTe U Bl TENEPh
MOIO PYKY?

— Hacrenbka, — 3aKpuyan 1, 3abxasich OT peiganuii, — Hactenbka!.. O HacTeHbka!

— Hy, noBonbpHO, HOBOIBHO! HY, TeIEPh COBEPIIEHHO OOBOIBHO! 3ar0BOpHUIa OHA, €[IBa IIEPECUIIUBAS
cebsi, — HY, Telepb yKe BCe CKa3aHO; He MpaBaa ju? Tak? Hy, ¥ BE CYUACT/IMBEL, ¥ I CUACTIINBA; HU



croBa ke 00 9TOM OOIIbIlle; MOJOXKAUTE; MOMIAaAUTE MEHS... [0BOpUTE 0 4eM-HUOYOb OPYroM, pagu
Bbora!..

— Ila, HacteHbKa, ma! joBonbHO 06 9TOM, Temeps s cyacTiuB f... Hy, HacTeHbka, Hy, 3aTOBOPUM 0
IIPyroM, IIOCKOpEe, IIOCKOPEE 3aroBOpuM; fa! s roToB...

W MBI He 3HaIH, 4YTO TOBOPHUTH, MBI CMESAJIMCH, MHI IIJIaKaJI, MBI TOBOPUJIX THICAYHN CJIOB 0e3 CBSI3U U
MEICJIH; MBI TO XOOHUJIX I10 TPOTYyapy, TO BOAPYT BO3BPAIlAINCh Ha3add X IIYCKAJIUCh IIEPEXOOUTh YePe3
YIIUIy; IIOTOM OCTaHABJIMBAJIKNCE U OIIATH IMEPEXOOUIIN Ha Ha6epe}KHy10; MEHI OBLTH KaK OEeTH...

— { Teneps XKuUBy ogquH, HacTeHbKa, — 3aroBOpuil A, — a 3aBTpa... Hy, KOHe4HO, {1, 3HaeTe,
Hactenbka, OefieH, y MeHs BCETO THICS4a JBECTH, HO 9TO HUYETO...

— Pa3symeercs, HeT, a y 6a0yIIKy MEHCUOH; TaK OHA HAaCc He CTeCHUT. HyXHo B3sTh 6a0yIIKy.
— KoneuHo, HyKHO B35Tb 0a0yIKy... TonbKo BOT MaTpeHa...
— AX, ga u y Hac Toxe Oexkna!

— Marpena mnoOpas, TOTBPKO OOUH HEJOCTATOK: V Hel HeT BooOpaxeHus, HacTeHbKa, COBEPIIEHHO
HHUKAKOTO BOOOpaKeHUs; HO 9TO HUYEro!..

— Bce paBHO; oHE 00€ MOTYT OBITH BMECTE; TOJIBKO BB 3aBTPa K HaM Iepee3xkKaiuTe.
— Kak 3T0? K BaM! Xopo111o, 5 TOTOB...

— [Ila, BBl HaliMUTe y HAC. Y Hac TaM, HaBepxy, ME30HHUH; OH IyCTOM; Xuauila Oblya, CTapyllka,
IBOpSHKA, OHa chexasa, u 6a0ylKa, 1 3Hal0, X04eT MOJIOMIOr0 YeJIOBeKa IIYCTUTh; I FOBOPIO: «3aueM
JKe MOJIOLOTO 4YejioBeKa?» A OoHa roBOpHUT: «[la Tak, g yXKe cTapa, a TOJIbBKO TH He IIOAyMai,
HacTteHnbka, 4TO 5 3a HET0 TeOs X04y 3aMyK COCBaTaTh». & M morapmanach, YTO 9TO OJIS TOTO...

— Ax, HacTenbka!..

M 06a MBI 3aCMESIIUCh.

— Hy, monHoTe XKe, mMonMHOTE. A Te XKe BH XKuBeTe? g 1 3a0biia.

— Tawm, y -ckoro mocTa, B foMe bapaHHUKOBa.

— 9TO0 TaKoU OOJIBIION HOM?

— Ila, Tako# OOMIBILIOH MOM.

— AX, 3Hal0, XOPOIINY OOM; TOJIHKO B, 3HaeTe, OPOChTE €ro U Iepee3kanTe K HaM ITOCKOPEeE...

— 3aBTpa Xe, HacTeHbka, 3aBTPa XkKe; 4 TaM HEMHOXKKO JOJIZKE€H 3d KBAPTHUDPY, Oa 3TO HUYETO... A
IIOJIy49y CKOPO XKaJIOBAaHLeE...

— A 3Haerte, 1, MOXKeT OBITh, Oyly YPOKHU JaBaTh; caMa BHIy4YyCh U Oy[y JaBaTh YPOKH...
— Hy BOT u IIpekpacHo... a 1 CKOpo HarpaxpgeHue noiy4dy, HacteHeka...

— Tax BOT BBl 3aBTpa U OyHeTe MO KUJIEIL...



— Ia, u Mel moefieM B «CEBUITLCKOTO IIUPIOJIBHUKA», IOTOMY YTO €T0 TENEeph OMSTh AagyT CKOpPO.

— Ila, moemeM, — cka3ajna cMesach HacTeHbKa, — HET, Jydllle Mbl OyzieM ciyiaTh He «L{upiobHUKa»,
a 4To-HUOyOb APYTOE...

— Hy xoporto, uTo-HUOYAb APYToe; KOHEYHO, 3TO OyheT JIydlle, a TO 5 He IogyMall...

T'oBOps 3TO, MH Xogunu oba Kak OyATo B Yady, B TyMaHe, Kak Oy[ATO caMu He 3HajlH, YTO C HAaMHU
nenaeTcs. To ocTaHABIMBAIUCL U [OJITO pa3roBapuBajy Ha OOHOM MeCTe, TO ONATh IIYCKAaIUCh
XOOUTh U 3aX0Ounu OOT 3HAET Kyda, ¥ OMSTh CMeX, OMSATh cle3kl... To HacTeHbKa BOAPYT 3aX04yeT
IOMOMi, 1 He CMel0 yOepKUBaTh U 3aX04y IIPOBOAUTH €€ [0 CaMOro oMa; MBI MyCKaeMCs B IyTh U
BOPYT Yepes3 4eTBepPTh Yaca HaxomuM cebst Ha HaOepexXkHOH y Hallel ckameiku. To OHa B3[IOXHET, U
CHOBA cJle3MHKa Ha0eXUT Ha Ijia3a; 1 opobelo, moxonoaeio... Ho oHa TyT Xe XKMeT MOIO PYKy U
TAIIUT MEHSI CHOBA XOIUTh, O0ITATh, TOBOPHUTh...

— Ilopa Teneps, mopa MHe IOMOW; 1 OyMal, OYeHb ITO30HO, — CKa3asjia HakKoHel] HacTeHbKa, —
IIOJIHO HaM TaK pPeOsunuThCs!

— Jla, HacTeHbKa, TONIBKO YXK 5 TENephb He 3acCHY; S JOMOU He IOoufy.

— 4 ToXe, KaXeTcCs, He 3aCHY; TOJIKO BHl IIPOBOJUTE MEHS...

— HenpemenHo.

— Ho yX Tenepb MBI HEIIPEMEHHO JONOEM 10 KBAaPTUPHL.

— HemnpemeHHO, HEIIPEMEHHO...

— YecTHOE CJIOBO?.. IOTOMY YTO BeOb HYKHO K€ Korfa-HUuOyab BOPOTUTHCS HOMOM!
— YecTHOE CITOBO, — OTBEYAIl I CMESCh...

— Hy, noupemre!

— ITonigemre.

— ITocmoTpuTe Ha Hebo, HacTeHbka, mocMoTpuTe! 3aBTpa OyHmeT 4ymecHHIN OeHb; Kakoe ronyboe
He0o, Kakas nyHa! ITocMoTpuTe: BOT 3TO XkeyToe 0071aK0 Telepb 3aCTUIAeT ee, CMOTPUTE,
cmotpurte!.. Het, oHO mpoino MuMo. CMOTPUTE Ke, CMOTPUTE! ..

Ho Hacrenbka He cMoTpesnia Ha 06j1aK0, OHa CTOsiJIa MOT4a, KakK BKOTaHHAs; Yepe3 MUHYTY OHa CTaja
Kak-To po6KO, TeCHO IMpHUXKUMaThbCAo KO MHe. Pyka ee 3afpozxkana B Moeill pyKe; s MOTIggesn Ha
Hee...OHa ommepJiach Ha MEHS elre CHUIbHee.

B 3Ty MUHYTY MUMO HaC IIpoIIes MOJIofo# yenoBeK. OH BOPYT OCTAHOBUIICS, IPUCTAIBHO IIOCMOTPEN
Ha Hac ¥ II0TOM OIISITh CHeJiall HeCKOJIbKO mmaros. Cepplie Bo MHe 3a[IpoKario...

— HacreHnbka, — cKa3aj s BIIOJIT0JI0CA, — KTO 3T0, HacTenbka?

— 970 oH! — OTBeYasia OHA IIETIOTOM, elre ONuKe, ellle TPeleTHee MPUXKUMASCh KO MHe... {1 egBa
yCTOSIJI Ha HOTax.

— Hacrenska! HacTeHbKka! 370 TeI! — IOCHBIIANICA TOJIOC 3@ HAMH, U B Ty K€ MHUHYTY MOJIOOOHU
YyeJl0BeK CHeslall K HaM HECKOJIBKO LIaros.



Boxe, Kako# KpHK! KaK OHa B3APOTHYyjIa! KaK OHa BHIPBaJach U3 PYK MOWX U IOPXHYJIa K HEMY
HaBcTpeuy!.. 4 CTOSITT ¥ CMOTpeN Ha HUX KaK yOuTHii. Ho oHa efBa mmopjasia eMy PyKy, eqBa OpOCHIIACh
B ero O0BSITHS, KaK BOPYT CHOBa OOEpHYach KO MHE, OUYTHJIACh MOJJIe MeHs, KaK BeTep, Kak
MOJTHHS, U, TIpeX/e 4eM yCIes S OMOMHHUTLCS, 00XBaTHIIa MOIO IIel0 00eMMHU PyKaMM M KPEIKo,
ropsiyo TolesioBana MeHs. [I0ToM, He cka3aB MHE HU CJI0Ba, 6pOCHIachk CHOBA K HEMY, B3sijIa €ro 3a
PYKHM ¥ TIOBJIEKJIA €T0 3a CO00I0.

91 momro cTosia U rNIsioes UM Beiied... HakoHel 00a OHU UCYe3JIH U3 IJIa3 MOUX.
Y1po

Mowu HOUM KOHYHUIKUCH yTPoM. JleHb Obln Hexopoiuii. [Iles JoXab ¥ YHBEIJIO CTy4Yal B MOM CTEKJIA; B
KOMHaTKe OBIJI0O TEMHO, Ha OBOpe macMypHO. ['oyloBa y MeHs 0oJiejla ¥ KpyKHIach; TUX0pagKa
IIPOKPA/bIBATIACh 10 MOUM YJIEHAM.

— ITucemo K Tebe, GaTiONIKa, 10 TOPOAICKOM MOYTE, TOYTaph MpUHEC, — IIPOTOBOpPUIa Hafilo MHOIO
MartpeHa.

— [TuceMmo! oT KOro? — 3aKpuyan s, BCKaKuBas CO CTyJa.
— A He Bepalo, 0aTioIKa, TOCMOTPH, MOXKET, TaM U HallCaHO OT KOTO.
4 cnoman nmedats. 9TO OT Hee!

"0, mpocTuTe, IPOCTUTE MeHsd! — nucana MHe HacTeHbKa, — Ha KOJIEHSIX YMOJISI0 Bac, IPOCTUTE
MeHs! 4 obmaHyna u Bac u ce6si. OTo ObLI COH, IpH3pPak... I U3HEHINIA 3a BaC CETOOHS; MPOCTHUTE,
IIPOCTUTE MeHsd!..

He o0BuHSANTE MeHs, TOTOMY 4YTO S HHA B YeM He M3MEHHUJIACh MPeJ BaMHu; 5 cKasalla, 4To Oymy
moO0UTH Bac, s ¥ Teeph Bac 000, 6osbine yeM o610, O 6o0xke! ecnu 6 51 Morja m0OUTL Bac 060uX
pazom! O, ecnu 6 BBl ObITH OH!"

«0, ecnu 6 OH OBIIM BHI!» — IIPONIETEIIO B MO rojIoBe. S BCIIOMHUIT TBOU XK€ CJI0Ba, HacTeHbKa!

"Bor BuguT, 4To OHI 51 TEmeph AJSA Bac chenanal! 4 3Halo, 4YTO BaM TSIXKeJO U I'PYCTHO. d ocKopOuia
Bac, HO Bbl 3Ha€Te — KOJIU JIOOHUIIIE, TOITO JIU IIOMHUIIb 00KAY. A BEl MeHs o0uTe!

Brnarogapio! ma! 61aromapio Bac 3a 3Ty 0060Bb. [I0TOMy 4TO B TaMsATH MOel OHa HamedaTienach, Kak
CIagKUM COH, KOTOPHIM [OJIT0 MOMHUIIIb 110CTIe TPOOYKAEHNS; IIOTOMY YTO 5 BeYHO Oymy IOMHUTE TOT
MUT, KOTHa BH TaK OpaTCKU OTKPHUIM MHE CBO€ CEPAlle M TakK BEIMKOOYIIHO MPUHSIU B fap MOe,
ybuToe, uT06 ero Oepeys, JieNesiTh, BIIEYUTD €r0... EC/IK BBl IPOCTUTE MEHS, TO aMsATh 06 Bac OymeT
BO3BBILIIEHA BO MHE BEeUHEIM, OlaroflapHbIM YYBCTBOM K BaM, KOTOpPO€ HUKOTZa He U3TJIafuTCI U3
nymu Moel... d Oyoy XpaHUTh 3Ty MaMATh, OyAy el BepHa, He U3MEHI0 el, He U3MeHI0 CBOEMY
Cepaly: OHO CIMINIKOM IOoCTOSHHO. OHO ellle BYepa TakK CKOPO BOPOTHUIOCH K TOMY, KOTOPOMY
IpPUHAJIeXkKasio HaBeKHU.

M&I BcTpeTHMCS, BB IIpHAeTe K HaM, BB Hac He OCTaBUTE, BHl OyAeTe BeUHO APYyroM, OpaToM MOHUM...
U xorpa BH YBUAWUTE MEHS, BBl IIOJaAUTE MHE PYKY... a? B IOJagUTe MHE ee, Bbl IIPOCTUIM MEHS,
He TpaBpa au? Bel MeHs m06uTe nonpecHemy?

O, mo0uTe MeHs, He OCTaBIIsHTe MeHs, IOTOMY YTO 5 BaC Tak JIOOJII0 B 3Ty MUHYTY, IIOTOMY 4TO S
[mocTo¥Ha n06BYU Ballledd, TIOTOMY YTO S 3aciyXky ee... OPyr Moit muneiit! Ha Oyngymei Henene s
BBEIX0XKY 3a Hero. OH BOPOTHJICS BNIOOJIEHHBINW, OH HUKOTAa He 3a0niBan 000 MHe... BH He



paccepauTech 3a TO, 4TO g 00 HEM Hamucasa. Ho s Xx04y MpUWTH K BaM BMECTE C HUM; BH €ro
ToTI00KTe, He TTpaBaa Ju?..

[TpocTuTe Xe, IOMHUTE U JIIOOUTE Bally
Hacmenobky".

A gomnro IIePEevYUuTEIBaAll 3TO ITMCEMO; CIJIE3EI IIPOCUIIMCE U3 I'Ia3 MOHX. HakoHel 0HO BBIano Y ME€HS U3
PYK, B 4 3aKPEIIT JIAIIO.

— Kacartuk! a KacaTuk! — Hayana MaTpeHa.
— Yro, cTapyxa?
— A mayTuHY-TO 5 BCIO C IIOTOJIKA CHSJIa; TeIeph XOTh KEHUCh, TOCTEN CO3bIBaii, TaK B Ty XK IIOPY...

4 mocmoTpen Ha MatpeHy... 9To Onlna emre 6ogpasi, M0100da cTapyxa, HO, He 3HAI0 OTYEro, BOPYT
OHa MPeJCTaBUIaCh MHE C IOTYXIIUM B3TJISAOM, C MOPIUIMHAMHU Ha Iulle, corbeHHas, opsxmnasd... He
3HAl0 OTYEro, MHe BAPYT NPeACTaBUIIOCh, YTO KOMHATa MOS IOCTapeyia Tak Xke, Kak ¥ cTapyxa.
CreHbI 1 TI0JIbI OONTMHSTIN, BCe TIOTYCKHETIO; TTayTUHEL Pa3Besioch ellle Oosnbiile. He 3Hat0 0T4ero, Korga
sl B3TJITHYN B OKHO, MHE IT0Ka3aJioCh, YTO JIOM, CTOSIBIIINY HAIIPOTHUB, TOXKE OOPSXJIEN U IOTYCKHEN B
CBOIO 0Yepe[b, YTO IITYKATypPKa Ha KOJIOHHAX 0OJTyIUIach U OCHITANach, YTO KaPHU3H ITOYEPHEIH U
pPacTpeCKamuch U CTEHBl U3 TEMHO-KEJITOr0 SPKOro LIBeTa CTall IeTHe...

Vinu nyd CconHIla, BHE3AITHO BRITJISHYB M3-3a TY4YH, ONSTh CIPSATAJICS IMOJ [0XKOeBoe 00/1aKo, U BCe
OTISITH TIOTYCKHEJIO B T'Jla3aX MOUX; HJIM, MOXKET ObITh, IIepedo MHOIO MeJIbKHYJIa TaK HEIIPUBETHO U
TPYCTHO BCSI MEPCIEKTUBa Moero Oyayiero, u g yBumeln ce0s TakKuM, Kak 5 Telepb, POBHO Yepes3
MSTHAOIAThH JIET, IOCTAPEBIIIUM, B TOM XKe KOMHATE, TaK XKe ONUHOKMUM, C TOM XXe MaTpeHou, KoTopas
HUCKOJIBKO He TIOyMHeJa 3a BCe 3TH T'OMHL.

Ho 4T06 g nmomuun obuny Mmoo, HacteHrka! YTo6 s HarHanl TeMHOe 0071aK0 Ha TBOe SCHOE,
0e3MsITeKHOE cYacTHe, 4To0 51, TOPbKO YIPEKHYB, HarHaJl TOCKY Ha TBOe CEpAIle, YSI3BUII eT0 TaWHBIM
YIPHI3eHHEM M 3aCTABUJI €70 TOCKJIMBO OUTHCS B MUHYTY 071aKeHCTBa, YT00 S U3MSII XOTh OIUH U3
3THX HEXHBIX I[BETKOB, KOTOPHEIE THI BIIJIEJIa B CBOM YepHBEIE KYOPH, KOTMa IIOIIa BMECTE C HUM K
anrapio... O, Hukorma, HuKorga! ITa 6ymeT sicHO TBoe He0o, ma OymeT cBeTna U 6e3MsITeXkKHa MUIas
ynei0Ka TBOS, fa Oymelnh TH 6G/1arocjioBeHHA 3a MUHYTY OnakeHCTBa M CYACTHS, KOTOPOe THI fana
IpyroMy, ODWHOKOMY, O/1arogapHomMy cepaiy!

Boxe moit! Ilenas muHyTa OnaxeHcTBa! [la pa3Be 3TOro Malio XOTh OB ¥ Ha BCIO XKHU3HbDb
YeJI0BeYEeCKYH?..

IIpumeuyanue

[1]

...l ee M0O0BHUKHY (HUTaII.)
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